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rr is impossibleito ^d, in the 
eoiaiira|iit^ of thof« by wliom the 
late Dean of Killala was esteemed^ 
anyone, to whom, had he liv«d to 
publish his Sermons, he would have 
dedicated them in preference to you, 
whom he had so long looked up to. 
as the affectionate and unaffected 
Patroness of the Widow and the Or- 
phan, for whom he had, /or eighteen 
years, been the assiduous and sue* 
cessful advocate. 



IV 



Your kind, earnest, unabated and 
effectual patronage of the widow and 
children of the Dean, from the mo- 
ment of his death, would give you 
an original title to have these Ser- 
mons dedicated 1ii$Lyou. 

To you, therefore, with love, reve- 
rence, and gratitude, these Sermons 
are dedicated, by, 

Madam^ 
Tear affeetionajte. 
^ ' ' V " Obedient and faithful Ffiend. 

'^ '.' WILHELMINA tJEWAJS. 

« 



\ , # 



I 



> 5 • ,'11*'. 



A SKBTCH 



I 1 



, « 



O^ THB 



LIFE AND CHARACTER 



09 



,N ■« 



THE REV. 



KmWAN 



a 



THIS eelebrated preaeber was deseended from 
an ancient and respectable Roman Catholic family) 

and born in Galway abont the year 1704. 

« 

He was sent in early youth to the cdllege of 
English Jesuits at St. Omers> in whose classic 
shades, as he often declared^ he imbibed the noble 
ambiticm of benefiting mankind. 



At the age of seventeen he eihbarked (br the Danish 
island of St. Croix, in the West Indies, under the 
protection of his father's cousin-german, who %ad 
largp possessions there ; but after enduring for six 
years a climate pernicious to his delicate constitutioii^ 
and spectacles of oppression and cruelty shocking 
to his feelings^ be Mtnraed to Europe in disgust. 
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By the adriee of bis matarpiftl mde, Hhen titular 
primate of Ireland, be repaired to tbe University of 
Loavain, wbere be received priest's orders, and wa» 
soon after bonoured wUb tbe ehair of natural and 
moral philosophy : but in 1778 be was called from 
the sequestered pursuits of science to the cure of 
souls, as chaplain to the NeapoUtai;i iwibassador at 
the British court. 

Before a jBimall but respectable congregation ba 
soou attained celebrity f and some of the discourses 
which he pronounced in His Excellency's c|iapel 
were printed, and should have formed part of this 
collection, if any copias ot tfarai could have been 
recovered. But he was th6n only qualifying himself 
for greater exertions, and with that view assiduously 
atten404 Aose splendid exhibitmns of public speak- 
ing wbi^lt ivere tX that time displayed in the senate 
and at the Jbari where the conspicuous merit of his 
countrymen could not iail to inflame his ardent 
temper wUb euthosilastie emtilation. 

Anii^t . tbiii nieridian blaze of eloquence, the 
church alonc'continued cold^ and^ (however enlighU 
ened by an improved philosophy) had seldom been 

irarwff d ,bttt Vy t]|f fepji Wwtb of pftteinical divinity. 

, , , - , • 

'. JpQ rouse devotion froni ^^, pi^f^qnd l^tljMii'gy; 
was. a daring novelty w^f^ .^^infii^^ tbfi powers c^ 
^ Kiffwan« Fortunately tpf tbl^ tnkff^ ^ humm% 
hfi felt iii& feree,( and sei^N (bf^8l<9rioim;opp(irtuqiity. 

After two years retir«iieiii iftlbcbboili^ff lia /itHily; 



ffol^^f tlmfrbed in <he coosi&htfibii of ttiil ini* 
portant ^tep, bet ftt leogtfa^ in ibe year 1787# resolved 
t0 eonforoi to the estabHshed religion ; a determiaa^ 
i)Oii wMlfc was grMtly promoted by the conviistidi 
(m he Mitimlf declared,) ttat he should thiis obtaini 
nore extensiye o|[iporliiiiities of doing good. H« 
^%9f iti eoBsequtoee^ introddced by the Rey. Br- 
BattlBgs^ Arehdeacon of Dublin^ to his irst Pro«^ 
teataot eongixgatioB in St. Peter's chiircby where hf: 
f^eaohed 6u the Mth of June in that year^ 

..... .  : -.. . 

* • * 

The IS^i sermon of «o distinguished it- omytti 
naturally attracted an overflowing congregation^ Wbtf 
•xpectedy that, according to immemorial usage, he 
#oiild reproKate ihe doctrihi n^ ^aetfases of 'die 
slnrch frdn which be had w&hd^awh^ h»t, instead'- 
ef ^^piilUng down the altar at which he had saicri'^' 
teed,'' he exhibited an example tit Ghrisdaii meek^ 
ness, liberality, andeonciliatiani in the chaiee of 9^ 
mbject lifierly uncotin^cted with controvcf^. Not^ 
did hty upon any subs^queni occasion, profline the 
j^olpit by religions or pelititel intolerance^ or eren^- 
iD'hbi most conffdential bommnnieatloM, breathe a» 
syllable of eontfempt, or reproach against any re-' 
ti^oofi persuasion whatevev. 
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They, who are coniicioos of interested inirmity;^ 
liatoratly suspect the motives of a line of conduct 
appavemtly calcinated to invite promotion : but his 
unblemished and amiable life^ fervently devoted t6 
the public good^ may vindicate his preference of a 
Inhere ia which he could pursue that great object 
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with ibe best 'eflfeet : and ^ if teisbtnetimes ftdvertej 
to political. eyentift, it was not.sQrpriisitigthat a zeaK 
OQs diviM skoold be shocked'altbe sudden crush of 
all religious 'establishments in 'Foince/ of which 
(daribg the captivity of the Hl-fated Louis) he Vas 
partly. an eye-witness. As the habitual advocate of^ 
humanity, he felt peculiar hdrrm' attfie atrocities of 
an ungovernable multitude ; but the^ whb were Itt6dt 
grUtifted by his vehement invectives against siucll' 
outrages. Wore often no less surprised and humiliated 
by the manly boldness with which he intermingled 
severe^ though general, repityhension of tifeir own 
vices* :.».„, 



For some time after his conformity, be 
every Sunday in St Peter's church, and the eot-^ 
lectiona for the poor, on every occasion, rose ftsmr or- 
five-fold above their usual amounl. Before the ex«: 
piration of his first year, he was wholly reserved f<v 
^e distinguished and difficult task of preaching cha*-: 
rity sermons ; and on the 0th of November . 1788> 
the governors of the general daily schools of several: 
parishes entered info a resolution,~-^^ That from the 
<^ effects which the discourses of the Rev. Walter 
'^ Blake Kirwan, from the pulpit, have had, his 
^'officiating in the metropolis was considered a 
'^ peculiar national' advantage, and that vestries 
'^ should be called to consider the most effectual 
'^ method; to secure to the city an instrument, under 
*' Providence^ of ao much public benefit.'' 



In Ubi^tmisyHthe waft prefiAMd, by the At^ 
haAop 6f •Ditblio, to the prebend of Howth, Md ia 
ibe next^ la tbe'jkrifib of 8t. Nkhohw. WitboiH, the'' 
joint kieome (tf whieb amouDted to at>out 4001. « 

» • » • 

year. 

These were his 'only chttreh-jireferineDts^ nnlal' 
the year 1800, when the late Marqnis Cornwallit/ Ny^ 
<hen T^rd-lietitetlkiiti preferred him td the deanery* 
of KUlak, worth about 4001: a year^ at which time \ 
he resigned the prebcfod of Howth. * ^. 

" fifs ardouf Wud not abated by promotion^ nor his 

meekness corrupted by admiration; though when- \ 

ever be preached^ such multitudes assembled that it 

yras neces^arj^Cp. defend the entrance of the church 

by gaal*d8 and pklisadoes. He was presented with 

addresses Atid pieces of plate froin every parish, and 

ihe' freedom of ta^loii^ corporations ; his portrait was 

fainted and engraved by the most eminent artists'} 

ind ([wIjA WaitMhitcfiy 'mote gfa^^^^^^ his feeT: 

ings) the coHections at his sermons far exceeded an^ 

that ever were known in a country distincuisbed for 

^tttifeasoreW Benii^dF^he^^^ Sven itf iicbes of public 

^Iswriiy ktfd;ttyifes«r, fii6 iiTestst!bft;t>6^e<*8 of peri , 

TOkslbn,4etiyMefflir jirbdii^ed contributions e^ ^ 

Hic4liihisaitf^or'tw6N .ai a siermoqi *; 

%ia W'lkhU'i^'d cl/oleat with-'eifiptviDg tbe^r 

"P^^ ^^'i''>*^ ^ik^eV'syrti^'Cimes tbreW in jew^s or 

B 
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tdrcw^ all his difcoarmi, and aniniated his convw^ 

fatiiui^ Hii a6tb>n w«f varioas and enplmticy wiUik 

^t^Mei&iBg '«|tadieil or oatra|afHMf ; ,JUa voice faU^ 

tid melodioQs$ and bis otierauce raeeessively ji^ 

ODD, earnest^ meltiiig, and impaflsioned^ without thei 

•tMiappearaope pf afleeled modulation. Sli8>^fqpee 

;a« piereingi hii conntenaniee austere and eonupandn 

io^ and his whole dellvwy wtm in perfect 5|n^o« 

with the evangelioiil slyle and spirit of his discourses^ 

which bore a strong im^essioo of. vigoro^ original 

conception and glowing zeal^ illuminated by sound 

j[.udgin9nt Mid. a profound Jmowledge pf human pa« 

tare. 

j ]^e seems .eautipusly io li^ve albstalnedlroito ppli^h? 
jtng any part of bis semons too highly ^ 'to blend \vitb 
such extemporaneous effusions as occasional circum? 
stances suggtoted^ many of which burst from him 
With a rapid and overwhelmiujg Impetiiosily^ that 
Slurried away the passions df hifi iMUUtory in resisti- 
Jess \ecstacy, " . . ^ ' . ., ' 



1 ,•• i 



They who sj^pect high finishing and %uratiire 
ppmp^ sjpd e^nnot be satisfied without poetiy in 
probe, will find nothii^ in thesQ rcpiains to grati^ 
fbisir vitiated taste^ But, though bereft of the msgic 
inismpbatic delivery^ and the vigour. and vivacity of 
inaiyr ^ipt^mpore additions^ they still prei^^t to sucji 
M au)y >eigh the proper objects of a. Christiaii 
Mrator# ^be revived spirit of the prinutive fathers of the 

tlkvnkf pwiifid ffm t)mr pineipiil defects^ No 



^Miflt glofises^ or itmuMd q>plie«tlM» of tierl|p^t%) 
M pedMtie dMortifimis spoo Ht bM^ir roote; iio MlN* 
tSe tfkinimUiftg wMb fkftdow% or iosnttifig trittttpM 
OMT umefirtod inftdtli^ : bo* & ibrt «Dt and praisiiig 
sppoal to tlio ondcvstandiiig m4 tUfe koatii m m^in^ 
eletlFy Md ir«eflislH>lo torrest of naMiiiiig, tows fiMl 
4 thwMgh eeofietioiiy and siQeete MxMy ttot •• 
ff^te €^ MTfli^ tet to eoiiiviaoe and rofpMO* 

FiotQ this iiia(9orfi«€ Pirate of inpaMios^ onlm^ 
tation, conveyed io diction not Jorid^ but ^levatid | 
and with a voice and manner not theatrical, but im« 
pfOMive, reraltpd affievti pis^ortionaMy Mlid $ and 
eontrfbotiona (atnonating alnMist to prodigality) pto^ 
dneed foondationa wlpeh promise to ba permanral 
Bonamenls of national heneieeac^ 

With ttie now conv^ alao eommeneed a mw erA 
in pul^t elofuence^ which has ever since been anu 
nifeatly improved^ while some^ who were astonishedl 
that with equal exertion ttiey eould not rise to ^nA 
an^rgy^ were reduced to envy what they had vainlj^ 
tried to imitate, and traduced htm as a declaimer^ 
heeaaee they could not penetete bis secret for giving: 
to elal»nite coa^porition the air of immediate inspi- 

^t is to be lamented that several of the pa^^ 
addresses which first exalted his fame are missing ; 
probably because he trusted chiefly to bis excellent 
memwy, or tbe spontantouo ^aaicms rf a ttia< 
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pvegnut wlih ilKmslit and feeHog* Bat in ]pM^ 
portion m his subject became exhausted, eariosi^ 
was abated, and invidious criticisni emboldened. 
It consequently became incumbent on him to com* 
mit to writing the greater part, if not the whole €§ 
bis later sermons, (which, as they had cost him mors 
labour^ he was inclined to prefer;) yet it must ba 
remembered that they suffer all the disadvantages of 
posthumous publication, and the want of many finish- 
ing touches which the parental solicitude of am 
author would undoubtedly have bestowed upon his 
admired productions. 

, To correct every minute inaccuracy would involva 
the necessity of adding, as well as transposing and 
iuppressing, which (if not injurious to his reputa* 
tion) would be ^ ^ gross imposition on the public. 
To aim at extreme exactness, would, indeed, de* 
ptroy the whole tex4nre and character of his style^ 
and would be as absurd as employing a lapidary tcr 
polish the dome of a cathedraK Bome inaccuracies 
must be pardoned to an active imagination. Soma 
redundance of expression contributes to popular 
effect : the iron temper of the multitude cannot be 
modelled but by a glowing heat and reiterated 
strokes, and amplification is essential to energy and 
magnificence : ^^ Non amputala oratio et ab^cissa^ 
^* sed lata et magnifica et excelsa, tonat, fulgurat, 
^^ omtiia denique perturbat ac miscet.^' 

The effects of this vein of composition cannot be 
mora strikingly illustrated than by the beautiful 
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l^nkegjfrie ^WMmieed by Mr« erill&«' iA W Vtik 
Parliament/ on 18th of Jone^ 179S :--^' And whit 
^ has the Cbareh to ekpecst? What is tbe^ ^iise ^ 
^ Dr. Kirwan ? Tbk mail preferred our eoaiMry aii4 
'^ our religioD^ and bright to both ge0iei» Mp^ribt 
^ to what be found io either. He ealled' fQfth::tbd 
^ latent virtues of the human hearty and taught SMk 
^to discover in themselves a mine of charity, pf 
^ which the proprietors bad /been iroeon^eioiis. * la 
^feeding the lamp of charhy, fa6* has alWost ex^ 
^baasted the lamp of life*. He came to biterrupt 
^tbe repose of the pulpit, and shake dn^'wotfd 
^with the thunder of the oiher. The preatfai^a 
^desk becomes the throne of light Roimd hhn a 
'Strain, not such as crouch and swagger at tbe'tevecr 
'< of princes ; not sucb as. attend- the procession <lf 
^Hhe viceroy, horse, foot, and dragdotis; bnt; that 
'^wherewith a great gienius peoples his own state,-^ 
^^ charity in ecstacy, atid vic^ in humfliation ;— Ta« 
^ ttity, arrogance, and saucy empty pride,' appalled 
^^ by the rebuke of the preacher, and cheated, for a 
^^ moment, of their native improbity and insolence*^— « 
<<What reward? St. Nicholas- Within, dr S£ 
^^ Nieholas-Witbeut ! The curse of Sw^ is upoof 
'^him: to have been, born an Irishman and a nfait 
^dT genius, and to have used it for.(b€i gdod of fair 
^ country .^^ 

On SSnd of September 1798, Mr. Kirwan maiv 
ned Wilhelmina Richards, youngest daughter of 
ffoddard Hichards, £sq.^ late of Grange, in the 



lifted liamoojT tod Imppiiwa : his doanrtie viiw 
t«M e»DBi|^fied bift pubUe precepta $ aad bia wlmte 
ftMdvct WM til* man coMpkii^ng fcr inlegrUjr; 
killdMw^ Mri g« wogit|r, w ihom qqalitiM iMve 
bteo rappMoi jnoonpatibla with m BuniMtk eda«;« 



Bat iha pcmi npidly appMMttliad vkM tks af- 
fliated were to dif lore their mblmt advocate ; and 
lua onai^aivig eKeitmia^ in behalf of lielpleoa in^ 
aoeeoee aod waot^ were io receive theb Bittmate 
yewAvd. Szhauated by the flutigoea at hie miaaion, 
Ifaia exeeUeot man died^ with aigiial pie^ and reaig^ 
•atioiiy el bia beoae et Moant^PleaBaBty near UubUn^ 
00 97<b of October^ ISQff. Hia ftinenl waa attm- 
ded to faia own ehoreb of 8t Nieholea-Withoat> 
by tiie ebildreo of all die pariah aehoola in DabUn^ 
and hk pall vat borne liy aix gentlemen nf the irat 
dMInetiom 

Hia widow wma left with torn eona and iwor 
dnnghderst with ae alendl^r n proviaion thai tbejr 
mnat have pined in dhacority and iodigenee, had not 
Hii Majeaty been gnciooaly pleoaed to grant her & 
fenaion of 900L n year fov her life^ with the vever- 
aion to her daughters. Bat for the sons of biai who 
fell a victim to his zeal in the cause of universal be- 
noTCienee^ no proviaion whatever baa hitherto been 
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, Iby time termms^ wUdi «re printed ft» iMt 
benefit^ enable their sonrimg pamt to gpve thm 
such an edacation^ as beoomes the memoiy of tfadr 
revered father; to whon the fatherleM and Am 
widow for so niMy yean owed Ihoii coninrto^ and^ 
alaoft^ thiir exjiteofia ! 
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SERMON I. 

« 

[For the Schools of St. Peter's ParisbJ 

i Cor. c. X. v. S4. 

^^Let nQ Toan sedic his own^ hut every mananoibev^s 

tpeatthJ^ 

THE possession of happiiiess is tbe principle and 
end of all out actions and passions^ onr pleasures 
lind our pains. The common or' universal center to 
wliicb tXi animated nature is hurried by rapid and 
irresistible movement ' Men are united in society 
•only to procure it The arts and sciences biave bee{i 
invented only to perfect it. All states and profes- 
sions are so many channels in which it is sought. 
The great and mean, rich and poor, infancy and 
age, passions and talents, virtues and vices, plea* 
sures and toils, are all .engaged in the unremitting 
pursuit of it. In a word, from the people that 
inhabit the most civilized dties, to the savage that 
prowTs in the bosom of the wilderness $ from the 
throne of the monarch io the hut of the most abject 
peasant, the world Is ilk labour to bring forth true 

peace and tranquiUiiy of soul. 

C 
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My object on the present occasioa is not to enquire 
into the secret of this sublime and inexhaustible 
seience. I am inclined bQweveir to believe that if it 
has any existence upon this earthy it is probably ia 
the soul of a tru^ Ghristian. Nor is there any des- 
cription of our brethren^ however abject and forlorn, 
to ^hom this tender and consoling invitation of our 
blessed Lord is not oft-times addressed with effect i 
^^.Gome unto me all ye that labour and are heavy 
^^ laden^ and I will give you rest.'^ 

The wisdom of the Gtospel^ my friends^ is chiefly 
addressed to the hearty and therefore is easily under- 
stood by all. It is in touching that it enlightens us, 
in touching that it persuades. Directed by the light 
of faitb^ the eye of the true Christian is inteiwely 
fixed on the great sphere of eternity* ^He hears the 
solemn voice of his religion^ which tells him^ that in 
man there are two distinet beiqgs^ the one material 
and perishable^ the other spiritual and inim6rtal. He 
knows and conten^lates the rapid advance of that 
futurity^ wLich is not measured l^ the succession.^ 
days and nights^ or tbe revolution of yeats and aj^f»« 
Before these profound and magnificent impressions 
all worldly glory fades. No interests can possess or 
transport his hearty but those to which he is invited 
from above. No^ not a desire in his bv^as^ not a 
movement in his life ; naevil in his apprehension^ or' 
happiaess in his conception^ that refers not to eter- 
nity; he is all immensity of views and pit^ects : and 
hence that true nobility of spirit^ th^t calm^ mj^jestic 
indifference which looks down on the visiooa^ enter* 
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prizes of maii, aeee theni^ unst&ble aad fleeting as 
the waves t)f a torrent^ pressed and preeipiUted by- 
those that {HtjKTaey and searce tell^n where they 
are* when you behold them po noire: hence like- 
wise that equality ojf souV whieh is froi:|bled at no 
reverse or vicissitude of life, which knows not those 
torlnentiikg snecessions^ those riipld alternations of 
pleasure and pain/ so frequent in the breast of world* 
lingr: to be elevated by the j^lightest success^ 
depressed by the slightest reverisey intoxicated at a 
puff of praise, ineonsolable at the least appearance, 
of iMmtettpt^ r6*aai]iiated at « ^anr of te^pect^ tor* - 
tured: by an air ti ^ coldness and indifference ;> 
nnbouaided in all wislies^ and 4i^gQ8ted after all 
possession^ is a spectaojie' of hniman misery that 
would enbiiiiice tlie peace of a true Christian^ did all 
Qie iilflnence %A a divine reU^h not Jnfiise into his 
heart «» muob pity for- has mistaken tee&ren,. as it 
joes superior , dignity and elevation into his sen- 
timenls* 



*N 



But wUhmit pursuing this character any further, 
olwfaicli, I would please myself in thinking, there 
mre «ome living iUnstrations before me ; I beg leave 
to oteerve^ in^ nearer conformity with my text;, that 
as self-love ia the most activfe principle of the human 
soul^ and ts^ seek oitr own wealth or happiness is 
Jto obey an innate find irresistible impulse^ neither 
reason or t^igion go to hinder or discourage a 
jusi and reasraablci' attention io our owa t0mpofal 
interests; nor should any of the gospel precepts be 
explained iti a numner whiidi is inconsistent with 
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that eternal law^ whi9h the finger of God hsth 
traced on our hearts. No. AttentioQ to our own 
concerns can become culpable only^ ' when tliej so 
|ar enslave and engross us^ as to leave us neither 
leisure or inclination fo promote the happiness of 
our fellow creatur^sl. Then does self-love degene- 
rate into selfishness. This^ indeed^ is a dark and 
melancholy transformation of our natural character^ 
and the last tenn of its abasement; When the Hghi 
of benevQlence is entirely put out^ man is tediiced to 
that state of existence^ which is disavowed by 
nature^ and abhorred of God 1 Let one suppose him^ 
I say^ liut once [radically* divested of all genelroils 
feelings/ and entirely involved iii himself ;^ it will be 
impossible to say^ ivhat deeds of shame and horror 
he will not readily commit ; in the balanee of his 
perverted judgmeiit^ honor^ gratittade^ friendships 
religion^ yea; even natbral affeci^n^ will all be out- 
weighed by interest. The maxim of the Roman 
satirist will be his rule oMife^ *^ monrfy at any rate.^* 
If the plain aiid beaten paths of the world; diligenee 
and frugality/ will conduct him to that end; it is 
well : but if not; father than fdl of his object; I will 
be bold to say; he will plutfge; without scrapie or 
remorse; into the most serpentine labyriQlhs of ilaod 
and iniquity. Whilst -fais schemes are unaccom* 
plished;fretfulne6s and discontent wlH lower on fais 
brow ; when favourable; and even hiodt prosperous^ 
his unslakeil and unsatisfied soul still thirsts for 
pnore. Ashe is insensible to the eaianiities <^ hki 
fellow creatures; so the greatest tormient he can <^« 
periencc; id an application to Ids dharity and^anii*- 
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pftssioD, ShooU b€ fttiimUei like tiieLevite, on 
som^ spectaele of woe^ he wHl^ like tke Levite^ has- 
teo to the irtfaer si^e of thie way^ resist tl»& finest 
miiveiaeBta. of nature^ aiid cUiig to the demoB of iii* 
Imiiiamty^ as the goavdian angel of his happiness. 
Suppose him^ however^ uadf^r the accidental neces- 
shy of .Usieniag io the petitioQ of misery ; he wiU 
endearour to beat down the evidence of the ease 
hy t|i6 Aeaaert shifts and evasions; or Mrill cry 
aloiidy alt the brutal and insrasible Nabal did to the 
bungry wUters of David, ^^ Why should I be suchi 
^^ a feed, : as to give toy iesfa which I hav^ prepared for 
'^ my shearers, io iii«i that I know .not from whence 
^^ they be ?" But, admitting that « rmnakit of shame, . 
for (pxample, in the face of a congregation like th]% 
ma^r goad hitt foir once to an act of beneficence, S9 
mean aiA incdnsidenible, so unworthy of <]ie|;iceat 
concern would it probably be, that the idol of his 
soul would appear more distinctly in the v^ relief 
he admkusters, than in the barbarous nsensHiiUlj 
which haldtnally withhcdds it. Merciful and etn^ 
nal.Bod! what apasq^ont And how much oi^t 
the. poww and fiis^ination tdf that^ olyect; to be 
dreaded which can turn the kumaa heart into such 
a pathless and irreeiaipiable desert Irsedaimabie,* 
I say $ for men infiamed with any other passkw,* 
eiven isoluptuousness, the most in^are and inveterate 
are sometimes enl^ldene^ and relbimed by the n^n^ 
istry^ rfj%ian,' or the sober and deliberate judg- 
ment of maidiood and experience* But who iirill 
say that gudii a wi^eteh as I have described, in the 
^tff But^ of aelfidmeiii was ever eoimctad by mj 
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ordinuy resMree.or expedi6Bt?»Wiio will siy that 
he 18 rat ai^ time vuliierftble by reproaebf or^ I had' 
almost luided^ even , eanvertH>le by gracr! Ko ; 
through every stage andrevolat^oii of life he remains 
invariaUy the same ; or if 4iny diffiuence^ it is, only 
thisy ihatas^he advanees into the shade ofia \m% 
evenings he clings closer and.ckMar to the object (rf 
his idolatry: and wbile* every other passion lies 
dead and blasted in his hearty . his desire for more 
pelf increases with renewed eagemessy and h^ holds 
by a sinking world with an agonizhig grasp^ till he 
Awgm into tite earth with the increased cnrses of 
wretchedness on his head^ witkmt the tribote of a 
tear from chifd or -parMit^ or ai|y inscription on his 
memory; buttiiat he lived to . counteract the^ distri- 
bstive justice of Providence^ and died without hope 
qr tiJle to a blessed immortality. '^ 8eek att yow 
^' ow% bni every man aaother^s wealth/^ 

\ That there are few exanqiles of such .a pasrion I 
will rea&ly admit. So abominslkle an inlktiiation is 
too far out of the line of natiire.ever to become exien* 
sive in its influence. But if avarice be rare^ A|am- 
mon has still; numerou?^ veiy numwous adora» of 
i^lother descr^tion : and. «llow mo to ask^ What 
great jdiffenmce does it make to* the proUfic order of 
hnman misery/ wlmjher it be spurned by a heairi of 
adamant^ or not relieved by those who live, eplen-: 
didly. and lia:urioiuily ? Here^ my M^ds^.is, I 
feary the true state of the ease. Can it be denied 
that a pasiAon fiur splmdid hxsoxy begets an attachp 
ment to mmiey> lui the means of gratifying Umfc^fas- 



27 



^n? Who ^ d*tay that k M/mSmm luAa td fbe 
Vkoei sbftioefol d^pradstioii of tbe tamm csliilhie>- 
ter? Is ii not well known tiMt a mftn «ball beat 
eaee bofli i»uple and pi^Qil^ baoglity aad creeping; 
ehdll jBxaet idl he^ma^ within his own hoase^ and 
descend to every baseness abroad ? Ah imperioos 
iDAster assuning sopreme majesty among lus inferiors 
and depend^itsy a timid and complying slaviii where 
his fotiiihes'ean be advanced ; who will pliay' every 
pi^fsonage^ take and lay dowft eveiy fotm^ adore, 
with : profoimdeflli abasement the patron he would 
propitiate> prevent his dei^s^ saoifiee to his ca- 
prices^ eon^traiti his ^own IncMnatjons^ applaud 
what he se^retl^ detpses^ caress what he. ecnrdially 
dete^rtsi shot up hi hiii^ heart all his pteasmres iind 
las pains /! m a werd^ ^shalV nether, think or act^ or 
i^eak w be s&enty . w l^ve or hate^ bat. as he is 
moved and).impelled by « vile eonnlderation of pier- 
senal interest ? > And what is his object ? merely 
to procnre the means of a little luxury^ to eat and 
^inkia ^fdendqar^ to drown for a n^tmieat the ccm« 
seioitsiiess Qf hi» servility and dc^adatiom Ob, if 
TmsL can so utterly renQiuMse himttlf^ why is it not 
f(|r 6od! The greatness of the -master ^would 
eimoUe flie jBervicej bai to^ c^rtrp 90 OiOble ii.vie. 
tim^ as Ae d^ify of the. hnmaa i^haraeter^ to so 
coatemptihle a diyiuity as the worlds to make snah 
saoifiees. for a fag[tive and unsubstantial objf;c^ 
mwe capable,^. on experiments of irritiiting his de^^ 
0ire% than of satisfying them^ tobia^ obUgBd to despicfe 
himsi^^ and not idwayp even to be .rew«rded:fpr the 
hAQpUaMon t /^Nq/' sn^e tho prophet .Isaias^ 
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^^ there teno Ja^gnmit inr bis Yfn,yB7^ Fdirtane^ if I 
may* use the exprensioiiy places a bandage, oyer bis 
eyet: be eertainly laut not iee the ^greatllefits ef bis 
destination^ and the nolnlity of his mpn. Imi^- 
nation^ that flattering impostn^^ harries him in 
, search of happiness from chimera to ehimera; 4he 
experience of every instant shoiild cure bis delasicm; 
bis delusion remains in spit)^ of experience : bofnto 
the lofily ambition of an infinite good,* his fears auA 
bnpes^ bis Yiews and designs^ his profoundest medi- 
lations ate still obstinafely inelosed within the UtQe 
-spot that int^rVraes between his^ eradle and the 
jgwre I bis days are all past tethe midst of hmnili- 
ation and care^ only to die tvveFwbelmed widi rifcbes 
«nd snmmnded with splendotirl Truly hath the 
prophet spoken^ ^^ The way ai 'peaee Ibey know 
*f not, afid there is no judgipent in.th€& guiugs ;. tiM^y 
^^ have made* themselTes eroi^ked paths, whosoeivisr 

^^ goetb therein shall not know peace/' 

t . I . . . ' _ 

Bui whatever may be the lolly and tdfpitbde of 
these sacrtfiees that are made for a pe^ishdbte inter- 
est, my object is, more pMperly^ to oVince the tcm 
uftivetea) prevaknee of s^shness over the feelings 
of humanity. Great Godi Were I to draw a contrast 
betweeti the sums that are daily lavished in frivolous 
and degrading gratifications, and the irifie occasion- 
ikUy, perhaps annually, consecrated to the finest of 
all human afibctions ; w^re I to say « that the.pas- 
mons and vices pf the day are unfathomable gulpbs 
into t^bich money is poured wiflioUt decency or Umi- 
tetion; that the great object of contention among 
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the rie& i«, wh6 shall maiitfest th« faftppiest itiTentioii 
of axpeasive follies ^ that play alane swallows tip 
more resontees ihaflf wouid educate^ and feed all the 
^nrphtttis of tbe latiod^ who eotild fidrly or hmiratiy 
aecodd ne of misrepf esentation ? And who that 
^todies and to^templates 'the dieplovabfo increase of 
misery in tbeae times^ but tiafnst ibodder at such 
a ctyinj^ misapplication of €k^<^ bounty ? Wfaere^ 
let me eonjonB you to reflect^ is ttie gratltnde we 
oiire^to Mm? What have ure that we have not re- 
ceived? Is it to indtdge this abominable prod^ality 
that he has mereifiiHy diittngOished n9 front ^ose 
jnolktedei^ that muSst all the ^exeelisea ot human 
mbery ? WUeh of nt can look romid at the apeete. 
eles widch evcsry where :ffe8ent Ihemeelves^ withrat 
feeUtig tbei most atdeni aeknW^ledgment to Heaven 
fer the Uesiinga he enjoys? Theie ia not probitbly 
one aaan « in this vast eongregaiion^ who eommands 
not even some of the superfluities of life ; not one^ 
at least^ without a snfieiency of its common comforts: 
but how many has a graekms Providence endowed 
with laige hereditary fortanea? how many vnth the 
mort abundant mediocrity? bnw many Enriched by 
successful industry? how^ many, citndocted by the 
hand to lucrative employmaits.? h0w many^ almost 
iatigued^ if I may say «o^ wifli increasing pros- 
pm^ ? and shall it be pesstble that the objects of 
sneh tender and spemal predilection can prove* 
eminently unworthy of it ? 

• I" , f- ^ • 

Nor is the uniMutinpled, and^ I may say^ cruel 
dissipatkin of meney^ in such tames as the present, 
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eoiiftned to ttie uppent ord«ri of mdeiy ftlane* No ; 
the example has desceoded^ and ttere exiate is tiio 
aiiddling ordera of life a melaneholj pioof bow 
rainoM exanple is when it beams frmn an bei^t* 
The Itistre ^ station attraeting every eyebriagp ita 
habits in contact with the whole body of ttie com- 
mnnity. The manners of the great «^ a volume of 
established precedents^ which thdrinfiNeiorB consnlt 
to fortify themselves with a case in poml finr every 
possible trespass against virtue and economy: 
hence ' the indasArions are led^ copy an expraislire 
mo^e of livings which oMmately leads to bankruptcy 
and rain; and hence it fcAlows irresistibfy^ that^k 
the higher orders of llie commnitfty lue desirooaany 
longer of being distinenished fiom those, whmn they 
are pleased to consUfcr as bmeftth ^ tiiem, the only 
way I can perceive th6y have left, is a prompt retnra 
to a system of Christian frngsliiy and moderation^ 



Bot, I may be told^ thltt^ nbtwitfastanding tike ex« 
cesses I complain bf^ mercy is often remembered. 
Yes^ i confess it t and how shonid it not be remem* 
foered? all hnman beings occasionally retnember 
^snerCy ; the miser aAone excepted. It is i;be docit ine 
of an ages and people: in the darkest periods of 
human reason, when vice the most atrocious was 
seated tipon altars, and honoured by the incense of 
nations, sensilnlity to distress remained a sacred^ 
though solitary virtue, amidst the prevailing corriip. 
tions of the world. In regions bound in by eternal 
frost, uncivilized and almost inaccessible, where 
element -and sterility combine to render subsistence 
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^pracaTktw^ asd seem to. AvA op the lieart^ tettef is 
e&iended^ to those ^Hoiu: age or ii^bimty readers 
ooable' to tdl^ Wlqr then Aoold we talk of ocea- 
itfoaaUy obeyiog a sentimeiit^ which in the ehiMrea 
of oatiile ia-a. baimfaig and iaTariaUe iastiiict? 
Were I|o tiedl the wHdest bavbariaii tiiat our bread 
isoft^h-wSMcMfiomthehoii^; tbel^some of us 
are elotfeM itt soft raiiBf»it^ and. wallow in all the 
. emjmfmbvto^ Inxwy and ease^ while mpUitiides are 
eiditeed to: perish /freia the absolute want of iatiment; 
wUiie; po^rty stalks round us raveiieus an^ de« 
<q^trhigf while motters almost devour their young, 
and ofj^ans dispttte^oBils with the brutes; all bar- 
haiotts said' imeiviii^sed. as we eall hm^ I shtould fill 
hfe -hoMfitt heart with ^^eatoiifehBient jmd horrw ! 
Jbid yet we latter obrsehres we ate merciful I Oh^ 
my fiiends^ we Me Job apt 4o give cmrselve? credit 
fw the piaoiee of a Tirtue, of which^ in fatty we as 
jyet knoyr little but the name* I am positii^ when 
I say tids ; ^What pleaa^^re can I have in ujHtemig 
anythbig ISce reproaefa ? "vi^lmt olgeet.in Tiew^ hut 
the vindication <tf tmtii^ and the good of tiie cause 
with which you yourselves have entrusted me? 1 
am) iu&cty bi^t pleading your own>per0OBd against 
your own passions. Lay then your hands bonesOy 
0n your hearts^ and deekie the question yourselves ; 
I > desire m other usppire between us« Look into 
the dUvine volume of our law| mark the rule of 
mer^ it lays dow% and eoitfess the immensity of 
our distance from it.- What does it declaireus to 
h«^ but trustees to the estate ? Does it not adjui^ 
fiveiy ah^ffii^ we^can spare. fntti the reascwihle 
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ai^jiort of Qur atatiops^ to tl^ wMow tqd tfay^ €f p|iAii^ 
or charge vs with their, hloqd? . Tb6 , ^^baervatioii, 
jou,may tell me| is; trite; but Is it the, lema awful 
for being trite? JU our a^^r^y the greater^ be|(MiiAfi|e 
exri^ry, effort of the hv^va^ ii^iudr fin<^ ^^^f^vf li^l^^^^ 
.zeal have Jong, been e3(.h«i0ted tp wajc^ of gt^ofSt 
daoger? Is it possible ti;Kb«lieYe[yii)/lit^rejit^hi|* 
tiou; and not to Impw SQW^ WM^^ v^am^m^t^sm Uim 
l^ead ? Js it poiffible tbi^^ tbat^r^tiQinall m4 Qm^^ 
bieings mnst pi;»i; oci^aaionaliy.; tremble i^t tbf j)ilMi^ 
Uk\nty of lii^^ aR4 certain^ of jiudBneflA ? {|«tw.«fWir 
nijight I meuUoi^ JD the yery first el|iss of .our ^inp%- 
punity^ .who baye fussed to theii* a^qn^t sinfie^ I 
list met you in the oanse^of these ehildifw la tfa». 
course of > little yi^ar $. scnao ^ w^pm^. I.e9nl4 m$W- 
tion seyerf^lj^ who heard me on thai day^ and^ for 
aiMJbt I Iqiow^ with the sanna^ tranqujjiUity jind mdM-' 
lerencei. or the same ajsawapee of many yoar%^ tbftt 
jou m#y now \ They aii^e gone ;> and w.^a^«^. their 
eternal destitjiy may b% this i/ir cerMvit that it may 
be ourjfi to consider the wealth of worldn as a. I^appy *. 
excbaugp for one hour of that time which is stjU 
within our powe;r« Tell mef is there, i sinj^ - 
Christian before me^ who^ jf the offer were jpiaiJ^ «t ; 
him at this moment^ would be satisfte^l to. sta^e his 
salvation on the question of hii^ chi^ity ? Qbott ova! 
a94 yi^t, ^uf xonseienees are at ij^ ;. w^, , flatter 
ourselves we are meri^ifHl* . Heavens! If thi»*ev be 
My juisil ground for sueh n thonghtf wh^ hes it 
faeeome neeessaary to pv^ptitute, m a^me ^egree^ the 
nest saered of all functions for t^e^ purpese of moving 
f^ iDu^^n^iuis to t|ie i!ra^tienof thia y|rt^e? Wiiy 
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l^^Pg^Ag^ of,JMtoiy^ insider to extort from yofif 
ir«9tty irj^ i| 4» k^i^elesiii d obtoiniog from a piitf^ 
eiv^:pf lif^i^ppiiB W it become neeeiAiuTy to 

bi4d qntr^H uNvM wjery oceeiioo of thui nature^ tho 
too .dwKigjq^fo^ dpetmiep ^^ tkat Gharitv coYeteth a 
mal^NMa ot^iwa ;?^ aii4 tbus ran th§ Mitmrd ^t mis^ 
lfl«d>4gi{|p»^ tli^ sidl^#(^ of your 0W9 cia]vKtimf ib 
ordoi! io^ f Qvee yon to beeop^e the ioitroment of «aU 
yatiflaito <^c«9? Wfctyate ve obliged to uso the 
iurt9 AHi^: Qotonrilig of prfane etoqoeiice to make 
9^f§iui^fiQ)^Qw:immmB ? To^ searott aod {irobe the 
gfWtlbc^:<)llni^mD iKbecy to tiie -fame? Toliriiig 
i^ Xiiiiqsioty^ btfiNff^ your hidatiit imliednMid expi* 
ifat^ ipMretiiig-aad dlsjitiiiftd? ITo expose aU its 
mieeriea,: aild ;ii(^ms'? ^» To mingle oai^ wm teara 
ndth the tteani of 'tile wsbn^^f objeete tiiat imvoke 
tts? AmA liter aU; wby do ^ we often Cuil?' Tes^ 
ttj^ogt de{darablylkil? WJiy does mieery ottM ^Citlsh 
tia ib^ bdnnksc^ fattme? or, What is infinitely 
^^«sne^ sltooi tif in awarms of infamy and ^n(St ^ 
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: ^ Iiet m& man seek hts^wn^ bdt every man and* 
'V therms iwreaHh^^* 



T 



~ V. 



Uayil^iemleaYiaread'.to tbeiieal of my pdwer, to 
finfiNce . this psl>ie and disiatiMmstod mditflndl tiMs 
apoatle^'ICreaMlns to eonmder thii ^uie wMeb ealU 
cm to tbeJexiMfeiie of it. Bttt if^ in eonstd^rlog the 
gsneiatvdaty of idmi4ty> Ibwr^ had to «tf«ifggle wit& ' 
flL> Inlgeeti not^ a ttlio ^eathaiteted ; irfaat' field dbel 
ihoi iidac«fti« of^ pls«t ckildven pfMen^ Jb^ onie 
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^^tially burren? The fiict U, thai the iSMsy emimtft 
tilessings flowing to society from attenthm to thta 
object^ the magnitude and variety orpaMic evik 
resulting fjrom the neglect of it^ the mperior happi* 
ness^ or superior misery of these our fellow creatures^ 
according as tb^y are early protected or ddandoned, 
jure aH themes so completely worn out^ w ground 
down^ if I ^ay nsetiie expreslNon^ by repei^4d attri- 
tion^ that I should consider it a manifeistt abuse of 
yout indulgem^e^ totmuble yon with any of then. 
That your indulgence is great^ I hate long laA 
season to ^clare« I ought therefore to piresutne 
op that indulgence but as li^e .as poiisiliK There 
ba circttflistaiiee however^ rc^aidfeg yeur itttitu* 
iSoUf wlueh I am called '^n to mentimi ; and whieh 
I de^ with^ the mere confidence and 1?31ingiies«^ as 
aetit^ttiitaiidiog what jny zeal for tba eanse I hav« 
itt* haiid> ikay have induced me to say m tke prece- 
des part tif iUs discourse, I know yea anmot un« 
acfilaiiitedrwithit When iiiet^I had the happiMSs 
of .a|p||^erhig im behalf of these ehiUren, their mm* 
ber consisted of thirty or thirty-two^ I am noif 
positive: .whidii i[ toiek tbe-libm?ty tor nsnimstnte 
en the smallnesH of that number; you felt wifli 
what justice^ and increased it to forty; there has 
it stood : there, doing a Jbng term of ei^ years, 
hM tt stedd : and sobm^sC .them aqeb years i Ckreat 
Oedl No not ft fit^ ehttd has hesBh added! .As 
we standi in the presenee of the elsnid 0od, aad 
hope for etermd Itfe, kom can this he Justified ? how 
estt we reconciler it with the eosimoiiest feeiittgl of 
huflusity? how fesi^AiNtr beds ia peiM^ whenwp 
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MfeelwiMiiit Is ia ottf' power to do^ and wliftt we 
fcftve omitted to do? what ioexpreaisible han^iiess 
we mi^ lUffuse^ what inexpresgible happiness we 
hire deHbeimtely Withheld ? Is it in the want of 
means I am to sedk for an apologjr? No : the qoes* 
tion is moek^ry. We are beyond exception the 
wealthiest parish in the metropolis ; and almost M 
well able to maintain any given ninnber ctf ^rphani^ 
as we are forty. Whut will yon say when I t^ 
yon^ that in ^e parish of St Werlmtghy a parish 
ex6lasively (^impMed of tradesmen and shopkeepers, 
ttnte are tmtj ehildren dieted^ elothed^ and ednou 
ted? Wfad' eui be ignwuit of it? Who can be 
ignorant^ ihat while God in his insemtahlie jndg- 
ment has spared you, he has aflieted thousands and 
ttoasands of yom: ;toaai«n; Who is to learn, that 
m 1m% waat of ei^oymeat amcmg yoor poor, added 
to the nambers thai hare ei^aged, or shed ttehr 
blood in^ the- pnbHe. service^ haire caused orpimiia 
and deirtknte obSdrea to muMply in (he most horn-' 
Me i^tapoition ? Who so uneandid as to depy this 
fact? rtell yon, did my worda bum like coals of 
tiB^ they cotfld not eonvey tte greateess of the cafi 
upon yon } No, neiP^Mn jastiGe^ should a mimietor of 
meray descend from thm place, m^l he discovered 
byyow coontonatices and eihotions^ thai you felt 
4ie neceoRty, and wwe determined to the exereise 
of raperior mercy at this day. I say^ though I 
•Imdd cotttiB»o to speak until my . ob^rvatimit be* 
eame ineohetieirf;, and language eonfused^ thei^ would 
bA sifli a mode left of eonveying tiie ardent wishes 
of niy hmrt; yoa would understand at least mxj 
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tears ; tbe^ are the iroe langaiiga tii totetfaty ^ .aa4 
as long as thftroL was one pulse of fedi^ witbm mb 
for the world of perisbiDg infants withoot these 
walls, these eyes should flow to softie atld eonjnre 
yott ! What my friends ! in the Old and New Tea- 
tameot, we see astonishing influences even of diviM 
interposition in the di^ of ealassiity ! Biyab m the 
top of ft bleak aitd desert mountslnf witbdnt: angr 
resouree but a firm eodfidenoe in his Qod. Was )m 
suffered to perish? No: eveiEi the most rapadomi 
of birds was eh^ig^d with liie, ministry of »^pr<ite<!U 
ting pr^videnee, and brought him his nntriinent at 
morn and eve» And hqw did that Vast, multitude 
which Moses conducted into the wildemeas, subsist 
during a course of forty yeat s ? The hand of divine 
mercy spread their food upon, the earth, and gave 
tbem> water from the body of a 4ry reck*. Think of 
the five thousand people that fi>Uowed and inVdkei 
Jesus Christ in the extremity of hqngeir and dis* 
tress : did he refuse to sueeour them? did he spurn 
them? No: the Gospel tells us expressly, that i^ 
heart bled for them. Where, sa^s he, shall we find 
bread that they may eat? A small quantily irf prori- 
sions grew, under his mkaeulous power, into pro- 
fuskm. The multitude, was filled, their gratitude 
was unbounded ; and they retired loudly pvoebdvi* 
iog him to be the Messiah tibat was to come ; mcnte 
eonvlneed perhaps of ttiis truth, from tiie nneemnmn 
benignity of his character, than from the prodigy 
whieh tiiey had wituegMd. And look to the first 
ages of Christianity, and see ihe Iktthlul make, oki 
Mcasions like the j^wsent, what great and almost 
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itt^f4ibto merijl«esi» Tes^ in defeet of all other re- 
»maM$f WB^&A tbem « selling their very persons, 
M»eiideiing tb^r very liberty , ioto the bundis #of 
hurtmriaQS ; and leaving the price of this first of hn^ 
man UofBaings behind tbem, for the relief of their 
fiMAisbiBg brethren. What a prodigy of humanity ? 
Great God! And shall we, whom he has fondly 
^^eepted fr<Mn a too general visitation, deliberately 
rafnse to yindieate liis providence? Shall we tarn 
aside fcfrai sueh depths and abundance of human 
nuisaiy, a« perli^ps^ never before occurred in the bis* 
toi^y^ of any people. J it is not by a delegated 
voiw thai pmsery should implwe ; it should plead 
f(Nr Uae^ J y^ sboald see it with your own eyes, hear ! 
it wUh yojur own ears ; one^ beseeching glance from 
a fiunifiUng child, one sigh from the breaking heart 
oC ita parent^ would go deeper into yours, would do 
more with^you in a moment, than my Words, were 
I if^i^kic^ to yon for ever \ What power have I to " 
aflbet yw? None; comparatively at least, nonei. 
Wh6n*myiiiiiid represents you shocked and abashed 
at. seenes that would be new to you, comparing them 
Willi your own sitmUion, dreadkig, at every itistunf, 
soaiQ more horrible discovery, the God of mercy, 
spiming yon in : minute investigation, y oar nature 
reciHlii^at every lasneol'it: in fine, piitting this 
solamn question to your souls, is it possiMe that the 
deplofi^le> beings we now see- before us, sepalrated 
from the living and the dead^ holding to the world 
only by a sense of their su&rii^i ean be creatures 
of the same €qQ!d with ourselves, members of the 
sasp #oeiely> ow bfetbreti in Ghridt Jesus? Oh then 
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it is that biifnanity wduld triufnph, then \roiild lAie 
gates of your ipstitotion fly open to remedy the ana* 
vtfidatle consequences to the living, and quiet the 
shades of the dead. Then would the mourning 
widow forget the Woody day that deprived her babes 
of a father and protector ; since ihey had found fk- 
fhers and protectors^ in you. I tell you that the 
utmost effort of the* ministry can do comparativBly 
nothing. To be roused to the height of mercy yoa 
should have personal experience of what passes 
around you ; you will then carry the impression io 
your graves. Sermons and preachers are rapidly 
forgotten. One single morning devoted to explore 
the recesses of miseiy in this metropolis would 
jpreach to you through life ; would stamp you merei* 
fill for ever. While I press you to an increase of 
your institution^ full well do you know the necessity 
of it. . But alas ! I want the power of determining 
you, of melting you down to the extent of my wishes. 
God has not given it to me ; if he had^ be assured I 
would use it : I would encircle you with ftry little 
clients^ hang them on your garments^ teach their 
fatherless arms to entwine about your knees, their 
innocent eyes to fasten upon yours, their untainted 
lips to cry Mercy, for we perish ! Do yoa think you 
Gould resist ? I would bid you observe the force 
of nature in the breast of a parent. Mothers crying 
io you with extended arms to save thdr cMldren. 
No, think not of us, would they say, We are satis- 
ted to suffer. Let us expire, if you will, we shall 
expire in peace, but save, O «iave our children ! 
Many of you are parents yourselves* There would 
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you seeftll personal considerations swaHowed a{i 
in the immensity of parental feeling. Peace an4 
$erenity spread over the £ace of wue. Even deatli 
itself losing its sfing^ at the prospect of life and bap« 
piness being ensured to these objects which naturo 
has endeared to us above our own existence. Do 
yon think you could resist the luxury which such a 
moment held out to you? Oh, how truly has it 
been said^ that far better is it for man to go into the 
house of mourning than into the house of joy. 
Think not that the earnestness with which I address 
you is mere trick and artifice. No^ no ! no such 
thing. No, believe me, were I imploring your 
charity for the mother t|iat bore me, my heart and 
soul could not be more in that cause than^ it is in 
this. Suspect me not then of using any efforts, but 
such as are, unhappily, suggested and called for by 
the real complexion of the case. But suppose I did, 
would it not be allowable ? Is there any fear that 
charity may rise above the level of necessity ? Did 
it ever approach it, even in times of comparative 
blessedness to the present ? Was there ever a day 
in the loemory of any man who hears me when 
there wa^s^^t room for more mercy ? What greater 
result can my most sanguine expectations present at 
the conclusion of this hour, than your adoption of 
ten or twenty additional orphans at most out of a 
swarm ? And give me leave to ask^ whom should the 
ministry press at this awful day, and in this cause, 
if not you? Where should their most zealous and 
strenuous efforts be used to obviate the uncommon 
overflow of wretched children if not among the 
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Hth P Were I addressing ' an assembly of inferior 
circumstances and condition, it would be absurd as 
well as fruitless to talk on this subject. ^ 1 might 
indeed stir up their feeling and draw the tear from 
their eye — ^but tears are not charity: misery requires 
relief as well as pity. The natural protectors of 
many other institutions are not equal to the support 
of the fe^w children they contain; but you, my 
friends, do possess the means of great and majestic 
efforts towards the decrease of a public cillamity^ 
and with these means the most impressible hearts. 
Vou are therefore the fairest objects to assail> as you 
filso are the most likely to be subdued. Can I 
forget that during the rigour of last winter, a collec- 
tion for the relief of your poor made from door to 
door, where it was easy, you know, to avoid the 
^uestiod, even without the necessity of a personal ap- 
pearance, produced, In the short space of three days, 
the sum of seven hundred pounds ; an uncommon ex- 
ertion of charity, T will say, considering that it took 
place immediately after the contribution madie for the 
support of these infanta. Not a single refusal, I un- 
derstand, did the gentlemen who collected receive in 
the whole course of their circuit. On the contrary, 
every where abundance, and in many instances pro- 
fu^on. No pressing intreaty was used with youj 
DO ql^stinate or (as I fear you now find it) presuming 
Jength of solicitation. The claims of your petitioners 
Vere written on the face of nature, on the hoary 
plan tie of the earth, and conveyed in the bitterness 
^f the breeze. Ip looking through your casements 
▼01) B^kturally reflected on the special coniforts aQ4 
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bkssings you enjoyed^ and raised your eyes to 
Heaven in fervent thanksgiving, while your imagina- 
tions tenderly depicted the horrible reverse of cold^ 
nakedness^ and famine. The case was clear^ and 
you were men. The delegates of misery had but to 
come^ and see^ and conquer. You gave, and gave 
cheerfully^ and gave greatly. And is it from such 
hearts I can dread a repulse on this occasion ? Is it 
only in the temple of the eternal God, where he 
himself conjures yoii through the lips of his minister^ 
that I can suppose you to exist with impoverished, 
feelings and inferior souls ? Here^ when the question 
is not to bestow a transitory relief, but to perform ant 
act of permanent and inconceivable mercy. In that 
word, perhaps, lies the difficulty — permanent mercy! 
You look to future years. You dread, perhaps^ a 
permanent incumbrance. Your institution once in* 
creased can never be diminished ! Your hearts are 
with me, I know, as is your most intimate conviction 
that the measure is loudly called for: but the 
wretched prudence of the world whispers you to 
beware of entailing on yourselves an additional and 
immutable burthen ! Spurn the inglorious thought — 
Iiet glorious Humanity triumph over the world in 
your hearts. Familiarity will render light an addi- 
tional burden which you know and feel to be ne- 
cessary. 
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maamBssaamBam 



{[Far the Meath Hospital.j 

^^ Sons remember that thou in thy life time receiteig^ 
^^thy good things f likewise Lazarus etU things f 
^^ hut now he is comforted^ and thou art tormen-* 

THESE words, my brefhren, form part ^ th« 
well known parable, of the rich man and Lazarus ; 
which appears to me, when considered in its main 
object, to be one of the most awful lessons of instrac* 
tiott, contained in the gospel of Christy and perhapg 
the most necessary at this day to press on the serioM 
feflection of Christians* For this reason, fliat Um 
dreadfal epitaph which an immortal hand has traced 
on the tomb of that unfortunate victim, goes nnequiT* 
ocally to denounce a complexion of life and manneiv 
almost generally found compatible with perfect tran^ 
quillity of conscience. It is not flie rich alone that 
are concwned in this case, but all thuse who fall 
into the desperate error of imagining that tiie way of 



salvation may be strewed with flowers^ and aa im- 
siortal prize aspired to aod obtained, without tread- 
ing in the steps of a crucified leader : or in other 
words without a course of active and laborioQs vir- 
tue. To this strange and undefinable misconception 
of the religion of Christy the case belare us gives a 
melancholy negative. - For it does not present us 
with the issue of a li^e of iniquity, but with the fate 
of a man, whose only offence was that; of building 
his tabernacle here ; that of being satisfied with the 
felicity he enjoyed on this earth ; and in the bosom 
of sensuality and pleasure^ basely forgetting that he 
was born for a nobler puyrpbse. This was the sole 
eause of his reprobation ; the Inxurious gratification 
in which he was sunk^ . excluded equally from his 
life, the violence of great passions, and the efforts of 
virtue/ It' was exactly that state which may be 
compared to the deceitful security of a calm on the 
'Imiom of the ocean, while the kiseiistble progress of 
a current draws the vessel to the gul[rfi% Not a 
single ; action which the generality t>f the wor14 
vlFOutd call dbtantly reprehensible^ does the Gospel 
pocmd of him, save that in the distraction of exeessivis 
^mipeiity, he paused not to contemplate wdA relieve 
tbe vHseraUe object that lay in his path ; for . the 
net, all Ihat.we can collect from his history is, thai' 
lie wa« rieh^ and betrayed propensities contemplS^le 
bii 9ot depraved : and yet, notwithstanding away 
itf life so perfectly fifee from the shadow of any. 
thii^ Mnotts, we find him doomed to* bear everlas- 
ting evidenee of this truth, that it is bat t<Mi possible 
t» be at-^^KO completely jastited by the maxims ctf 
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the wod^^ w9t wDfiilly condemiliBd by ibe rates 4i 
ti^vm* ^^ And the rich man also died, tad in bel| 
^^ be lifted op his eyes.'' 

. . .- ■' 

How coqies it, my brethreiiy that jeyeo the inodt 
zealouK efforts of the ministry are unequal to prodace 
profound impressions on the subject of euch a des*- 
tiny ? By some unaecouotable infatuatioB, too many 
Christians either affect to disbelieve this point of doo* 
trioe altogether, or confess it but languidly* I^co 
the man .who whistles as he traver^e^, at the mid* 
night hour, the gloomy residency of the dead, in 
order to support bis sinking ^Qurage against the 
terror of the sqene, we labour, by wretched and un^ 
tenable rea^pniI^^ to bear dawn in oqr hearts the 
Hsing apprehension of a terrible futarify. The fact 
is, there \& nothing so evid^ty that man will not 
sport witti and conlxovert, when b^ sees only throng 
the ^afifs of his passicms. We have a strikii^ exaln* 
pie of tins in the obstinate ^rviersity ttf the Phan«> 
se^s ;. who^ though intimately persuaded^ the ^ 
.vinity of our Lord^s mission, so dearly foretold itt 
the scriptiiresy yet attempted to pn^le and brtray 
him by captious questions on religion and policy^ 
They w^e answered ; they scrutinized his monds $ 
they found tbtHtt Purity itsetf ; they attended to every 
word of bis language, its wisdom and elevation as- 
toniahed. They asked for miracles; the lama 
walked, the blind saw, the ^aves gave up thdr 
deadf Beemingly baffled at all points, pasmmi and 
self-interest had still a rescmrce; Theff discovereil^ 

that this wpvder-vrorking man waa assisted ligr 

F 
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Beel&ebQbliiiiiself. This is Ibe exftet image of 
fbose Ghristians^ vhose hearts are too cwrtipt, and 
passioQs too maefa engaged with the present scene^ 
honestly to admits or e?en bear the thought pf a 
prindple in religion that inexorably devotes them. 
Miserable weakness! to aet a part in one season of 
life^ and pdt it down at another : to pass youth in 
fhe fashionable parade of despising vulgar preju- 
dice^ often in the bold and intrepid language Of in- 
credulity ; and old age in the tremblings of victo- 
rious faith. What does it avail to defy fbe sacred 
truths of religion ibr a few years, when our tiist mo- 
ments invariably avenge them? Nd, my brethren^ 
the eye of the ministry I exercise is not so organized^ 
as to see nothing but defSMlts* It is tiie pride and con^ 
Bolation of our lives, to acknowledge and db justice, 
where we have room, to the virtue and piety of those 
w^itt we iM^e destined to instiruct $ but never can it 
lie allowable to cover the gulph to wliich miistaken 
notions of religion le&d, with flowery and inviting • 
verdure that is to entertain the false secority of our 
fbllow Ohristialis by the cohcealment or softening of 
necessary trutb. We have do anthorify over it; 
we owe you, according to tlie expression of'Ht« 
James in tbe woi'd which we >announee ^'an bone^ 
<^ and faithful glass ;'^ we are to view with Aorror 
Ami temporal gospel, if I may so speak, that is in- 
ierpreted by the passions^ and accommodated to the 
delicacy and manners of 8emiehristians« We are 
to know aiid preach only the gospel of Jesus Christ ! 
Hie gospel of justice, as well as of mercy, whose im- 
mutabiHty represents the esi^nce of th&t bfing from 
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wWft iKisMi it bM emansted. l^hifttis ^m duty. 
Itjb^ ahtfi ! b«it loo Bteessary tiiere sheuld be a trik 
iMmal iim and ii&ttcitable; to uiiireU and btast' the 
designs and art^cedof our ^at and pnwerfnl enemy. 
Iiet nte tbeu^ enqttirey with tiiat Itb^ty whieb the 
Bnnistiy allows^ and that' ardent anxiety^ wbicb 4t is 
right to ittsj^re for the spiritual interest of oor^ fellow 
Christians^ what grooQd of confidence there can be 
under a coarse of life^ of which we have before us 
this day the example and the fate ? I would appeal 
te your own hearts^ whether I should be justified ift 
sayings that the notoriimsfy pi^vailing rage ^ preseoit 
Gbrtstiaosy for pleasiHre and dissipation^ for eii!er]r 
idle and kixturions pursnii^ m the face of ali^jrstton^ 
whose y^saty soul is spir|t|ial%^ «id e?ery lin^ a pre* 
eepi of rigffipous self-denials ought not to produce 
serious aUrm? ^^Is it not wittten^ that we are pre* 
<^ destinate only as we conCprm to the image of Jetnia 
<^ Christ^' Did he eontent himself with leading a 
life devoid of giiilt? with rei^rang unto G^esac 
what belonged to Ciesar? and defying the ea^e 
eye of> his enemies on the score of his morals ? did 
he recommend in his instptctifrnd^ and display in bii 
etsample^ those qnalities^ only whi^ the world ad« 
nAret^ untainted honour^ dcmpnlous integrity ^ disin* 
tererested generosity^ fidelity in ^timise^ hmniinity 
to thch poorpwas tbk the ejiclusive pedectikHi to 
.wUcfa be called us? Ej^ whoiie. pr&etiee and doo. 
Mne proclaim^ by a thoufi»iad m^pRus^ that the e^« 
fiee of Gbfistian salvatim can only be raised m the 
wreck of ^u^ed nature ; be who declared ^^ Timt 
^ itfbf>so0irer;bearetb not bis eross^ mi eometfa afier 
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^^hmif aamoihe his ^ffiseiple; Qbo^ the kiogdeiEi of 
^^ Heaven $aA^efli viokiM^ thai «o maMh ean serve 
^^ God aad the worlds that thome who are foil and 
^laoghnowy shall one dajf moorft and weefi^ that 
^^the world shaU r^iee^ hut that his dis4^iples shall 
^^ he sorrow&l^ aad their sorrow tom^d into joy ;'Pr^ 
in a wordy he who froioiL the first moment of his^iDor- 
iid life to the ikud i^osommation ^ his sofferiBea^ 
was emioently every thing that he tao^t; — ^this is 
cm nodeiy without oooformity to which^ to the ut- 
most of our stren^h^ we are lost, though we should 
|»e otherwise as immaeolale as angeUu. For it is nc^t 
the fxemptiou frotaoL guilty iior even a Ufe the most 
improaehahle in the eyes of men, joined oto. the 
possesfloon of a thousand nraralviftaesy thi^ eoMti*^ 
tates the Ghristiaii; but the study of Je^us Ghrist^ 
and the spirit as weH as: the^ letter of Ms gotpel 
copied into our praetice^ and idoUsed in oior hearts. 
But how. can it be said that this truth, is gsntesralhf 
kit and acknowledged ? . If the Christian be bound 
to ismitinnal wai^^re with aU his epErofA aSactmns^ 
and Christiana will yet nourish those domestic eat^ 
auesi if the Chriirt^ be nitlt of this w^d^ and 
(Miriistians will yet -deeai it eoiapatMe whh. their 
hopes to he the slaves, and epologists Of its-maxiiM 
and pursuits 9 if the Chi^stmn^ in the midst of lidbo* 
riptts efforts to work out hte own salvation^ and pro* 
iBOte tlfiii ef /Others^ yet trendiAes at tiie sentMce that 
may await him.; . and. Ghcislians in the~ whirl of va<^ 
nUy and folly, wittKiot ttoo^t of tlmt evahgelieid 
perfection in whicb they should aspire^ yet lite in 
prafoimd^ ^peaee witli tibemselvea: if the liyWMrtia& 
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be ft to«?dl6r^ y/vim fl^« ai^rorj t^p for ite vtow 
of h» evetiftstiag isoii&tiy^ 9;A4 GteMiAns would yet 
etiablifb ill thb Tidley of teari their everlalsling 
abode ; if twery bottraild WMneiit of tbferChrigtimi'e 
lift be fiiU b^die 6ody and ObtiitiftM have Itttie to 
preftmt in tibeir li?eo but a . miserable void ; if the 
Gbristiaii rem^s EiKetto&tst.as peooliiur marei^Sy aod 
coiigid^rs the bigtost degree of hatpaapfoa^rity as 
ao nsiM^ thaa the ^omiiiit (&f a preeqiioe^ afid yet 
Cbvktiaiig reeoH froia the ooe^' and jittaeh evei^ 
charm to the other; in a word, if tiie Gfarlstian be 
all ^fiirilfliAl^ and we^ my brethren^ all materkl^ and 
eariUy ; ^e but ciAe example^ and ^oo will ha^ 
a repreaestatto% impei^feety btttnet exi^eratedy of 
that aystem "ei levi<^ and pleasure wfai^h bide; fair to 
prescribe againat the fiotpel. Suppose a womaa^ 
at the op^ng of the wieek^ taking a ddi^i^t re* 
view of her vairieu» engagementa to misemploy it^ 
passing eaeh moroingy aometimea in the b^som of 
Vflieancy ai faome^ and in m attentive etHnneratioB < 
of iht d^l and heavy hours that delay the frivolous 
fteeue of hevpas«o% but sHen in sauntering or rolU 
ittg thlroiq;h the. iriteeels>, without an object bu^ tb 
^aleh the atteipdmi of tiie^ e^ally idle of the other 
sea^ or exciter the ewjr^ her own $ afterwards sal- 
lying forth to the revd^ or empty pag^ntry of the 
ninety at a ikae when reason and oenstilntion would, 
in obedineeto the wants dT nature, demand retires 
mrat and feposto; and ;of|en pushing this fiirioos 
avidity for dismpakion kilo 4he,Uu8hiiig hems of 
a returning lBun;mis«rabli$ sh^d ehanee or India- 
paaitieo prevant ter^ in ii sisfle iistaneei from bemg 
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mnmvAeAf .abroad or ai b«pa» by a cirde of tUa 
apledid misery ; a strui^r in her Cuaily^ her wreteh^ 
ed children^ if children die har aiiy^ eommijited to 
the merey^ the ioatteation^ the ex«jD|^ of menials^ 
without the benett of a motheif's tenderaesa, in* 
atruction and eare^ asd this.hleaaed ^week^ which is 
the history of every othw^ only ^redeemed by ocea- 
aionally^GBring to6od the wanderings of a tfiilid 
atnpified and cerrapted by the lysvar-endiiig wwahip^ 
of the world ! Is this Christiaiiity^ or k it an exag- 
gerated pietare of the mannera that r^igo? I appeal 
to your own sonla* What do we behold Tram the 
eomniencenie&t of one seascmof the year to the close 
of it^ but mnltttodinoiis connterparts of anefa a tife ? 
The yonng and the old^ thd^ matron and the girl^ tiiie 
jnan and the boy^ confom^ded in the aamte ehace of 
pleasute^ in all its despicable varieties and roinotts 
extravagance? Bat what were I to speak of tile 
prevailing indecency, the growing nakedness of fe^ 
male attire? Is it possible for the ministry to be 
silent, when pnrity of hea«t (which I am willing to 
suppose) is made consistent with the very flag and 
dress of an Impure ? God foribld I should doubt that 
such infinitely unchristian de^attare from the strict^ 
ness of our rule did^not proceed rather from Uie ob- 
livion or misconception, than the secret or open 
contemptof it And yet they who judge with more 
severity might say, and say with appearance of jus- 
tice, that though vice be reccnled from in practiee> otti> 
ward circumstances, when glaring, may. afford more 
than a presumption, that 4t has at least a place in 
the will; 4aid weak and hi^erceptible; ahus^ we 



ktufw^ id file li&iB ef dcKUioi^ btotweeir stcetjgtti <rf hi^ 
eIinstt0D/ fliiid tte tttefortmiB Df gatU ! 

,. .- ■' > • - *  , • *  

Salfer tMe word of exbdrt&tioii^ jtny ^ friends. la 
irhatever we shy, We mean no personal or mafignant 
appfttcfrtaoQ; ^ Our siiafts «r6 eadt at random^ we are 
igiionint where ^tey may wounds Oar tepresenta-* 
tioQS are genera); it'isi yoarselves^ my brethren^ 
tfaaf either kidividaaily feel^ or tr^nsftir the likeneds 
whet^ your experience see^ it to be- cleitr. Suffer 
the word of cDthoi^tatioii. Xet this unh&ppy offspring 
ci eirer-innovating fashion^ fot* no mdre I am per- 
snaded it4s^ let it no longer feast the eyes of Iho 
fiberdne^ atid idford matter of re^nroach to his tongue; 
Paradoxical as tbi^ doable ef^ct may appear^ it is 
fooaded in positive expe^flelice. Moch do women 
deceive tbeaiselvesi if they imagine^ that iheii^ de^ 
Viations fhim* strict modei^ty and reserve can be 
nr^ai^ed only from Ihe pulpit of God;, ot by the 
Tokie of their austerer fellow Christians. The very 
men wba surround them iti the assemblies of vanity^ 
and pour into their ears theill-fascinatihginceni^e of ^ 
fla^ry^ are often^ whelii in the sociefy of each other^ / 
their eruellest eensoi^: and Will remember and ' 
name veitti bitter accuracy^ every striking example 
of the errcMT I deplore j and with refined malignity 
make appearance a pretext for the abominable liber^ 
ty of sporting with unsullied reputations. This is 
the &te of woman! Her worst enemies -^ are often 
they whom she most studies to please j as her best 
friends are certainly they who wateh ove^ her' jpresent 
and eternal interests ; and at the hazard of displeas- 



t 



V 



12 

IBS, ^«r ffot iB §idl )m ^ itaa bd]^ twe g^b^ pf lier 
character. In tbe name of a pi^f & i»lieiraf and ite 
eternal Author^ I call npon parents neither to coun- 
tenance this evil by their ixanigle ; ^9 Mntrary to 
the sotemn reproadi of cons^^i^ee^ er^min%lly cfi^" 
fiive a^ it in their chil4ren* TM^y cannot be ign^ 
rant, tbat every vice is con^plifted, Vy not pr^vidil^ 
against its insensible adv^npe at first. They cannot 
^e ignorant| that dreadM ealav^Uy tp fei«if4e innQ- 
e^nce has often, en^ued^ not beeaufe it is ^90 w^fJf. 
to resist the decided teii^ter; bnt bec^iis^. U>perr 
ceived not the gradatipps Ab<^t beguiled it ^ tbe pre- 
cipice. They cannot he ignprant oi the aol^wi 
account they have to renc^e^t J^^PY cannot be jjys^ 
noranti that Jesus Christ is the, parent of j^ir chil- 
dren, much n^ore than tlmnsely^; ^^t :be ha« 
redeemed thsfn with his blp^dj loarked t((9i|| w tbf^ 
cradle with a seal of tlie new ppvcoiaiM;, ^uod e^tpiitsted 
them to their vigilance ^^d prptecHon ^ as tijie 
daughter of pho^aoh did the thild sh? bad saved^ t^ 
tjxe mother of Moses ; ^^ Take find nur/iie i^s c^ild 
^ for me, and I will give thee thy wages/^ He wilj 
demand those previous deposits j and depend npon 
it, if there be an indisputable truth under Heaven, 
it is this^ that if our Children are made victiip^ to.i^ 
divinity to whom we sacrifice their salvi^tion ; thou|{^ 
we otherwise appear before God with all accumidatejd 
virtues, our wages will be blood fot bloody etemiiy 
lor eternity! Of this .enough. 

But it may be said, is the Gospel then that austere 
and gloomy system, that commands us to renounce 
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i^ptmiM Mlorallj^a^biftg front mcial interebarse f 
No^ my lo^hren^.religiot)) bf^uig founded onbeoevor 
leoee, eaiinot be the wemy to any gmtifieation tiimi 
laaoeeDtly ediitribi»tes to tbe happiness of life. St^ 
ilBaul ex[if«saly. directs GhristiaBg, to rejoice witb 
tbwe that rejoiee^ as well as ureep with them that 
we^ ; asd Jesas Cbist himself we know was seated 
at Ae table of the Pharisee^ and sanctified by his 
pi^senoo tbe marriage feast of Cana^ But we ah^ 
not to confound what our rule clearly admits, with 
what the teiapef of tbe world would suppose it to 
admit; Though it may in a degree lead to repeti* 
tion> I will sttbmit the difference in a word. Kever 
to appear ifi society but with a view to improvemeiit 
and ediflcailoi} ; never to keep up a i^ingie acquaint- 
aitee the mort distantly da^igerous to our spiritual 
intercourse; never to cultivate friends^ or evcdi 
relatives ttiat are not religious and virtuous ; nevfar 
to mtit rendering, in the particular duties of otif 
•tstion, the means of salvation to ourselves and 
others* Th& is the GospeL-^^To neglect oocupa^ 
tions the most sacred and important ; to ran indis« 
CTBetly, and without choice, into every circle that 
wUl admit ns ; to consume our precious time in idle 
visits and ceremonials ; to live only in tbe confasioti 
of night and day, amidst laborious amusements, that 
always end in inevitable disgust, that capital enemyj^ 
which we are eternally banishing, and eternally 
calling op ; this is tbe World: Inviolably to respect 
our superfifiities as the patrimony of the poctf ) to b« 
distinguished in high station, neither by too much 
laagnilicmce «r too much simplicity^ to regulate our 
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imin and €xpeiiM invwiably below our t$xlk and 
nvenues : to think more of decency than of IvMte 
and show ; this is the GospeL To be swayed in 
m those things^ only by established fashion, however 
Wild^ extravagant and contemptible ; to labour who 
•hall outdo the other in excessive and luxurious ent^« 
tainments ^ to starve a family for a month in order 
to glit^ for a nigiit ; to exhibit with study and 
iffiftctatioQ^ brilliant, and expensive baubles on the 
person^ and the person without attire ; and onthink* 
ingly f acriflce to all vanity^ what our hearts incline 
«s to devote to a more sacred purpose ^ this is tha 
World. To take part in conversations only iii 
which modesty has never to blush, in which reason 
has evaiy thing to gain, and the sacred cause of re>» 
ligion and morality finds edification and support; 
tfeis is >the Bospel. To relish the uniateHibk jargoo 
tf wixfiA and tumultuous assemblies f to endeavoiur 
in all ccmverisations, rather to shine than to instruct ; 
to high season it wiUi the salt of sarcasm, or slander; 
deiitately and artificially to envelopei the poisoii of 
impurity and corruption ; to be silent from self-in|^r. 
est or complaisance^ when religion is reviled by Uie 
impioas and liberdne ; perhi^, in&mously Joift in 
the abuse of what we inwardly revere ; this is tho 
World. Never to engage in play, butoff a^sealeihe 
most moderate, or consider that, or any o^Jbv allows 
aUe relaxation, Jmt as the means of returoipg with 
recruited spirits to the /performance xif. every sqcIa}^ 
poblioi and domestic duty; this is thti Go^d. . To 
render < play an occupation and a tjraffic; a blind 
ungovernable passion^ that lays us open jtp, the arts 
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ftiid eoitspiradestif the more trained in tile profMrimi 
tbat fills the goal with base and malignant affeetionajf 
tlie feelings c^ avarice^ the bitterness of envy | iht 
rage that boils at loss and disappointment ; nighty 
to grope for an object that engrosses every reieetion 
of the mind^ and every desire . of the heart $ that 
every instant/ under the capricious empire, of chance^ 
produces miserable shiftings of ecstacy imd pain, 
and/ under the law of polite taianners, commands th€ 
torment of- outward ease^ and countenance aerene^ 
when the storm is most violent and afiii^ng withm ; 
tins is the World. l%is is one of those piedona 
pursuits to which ii eagerly Mcurs for enjoymenf^ 
and would reconcile with the Gospel of Jesus Gfariat» 
It is unnecessary to pursue the contrast any forthcFf 



Thank God we have many Christians in the midst 
of us^ whose practice fully vindicates and ^lorfaimly 
reflects the rule as 1 have laid it down. We have 
them in the highest departments of life : we have 
them in the humble bosom of mediocrUy. The ex* 
ample they display^ has been the example of trae 
Christians in all times and ages^ all of whom^ whe* 
ther in eleva^n or obscurity^ in the eares and dis* 
traction of public^ or the leisure and repose of a 
{nnvate sta&h, hAve worked out their salvati^n^ by 
bearbig their etofm, ahd turning aside from^be Baby^i 
Ion of Worldly pleasure ; and persuaded I am^ tiial 
i;rhatever our passions may suggest^ and force us 10 
pursoe^ -our convictions are all^ with the propriety 
and restr^t of the rule. What indulgenee^ tbeui 
my hrethreh^ eao we look ink, fram the Soverei^ 



56 



wd teiHble 'Sfattrche? of hearts^ whm llie moBumt *we 
ImmIIk from unmtiml repletkm^ that is the moment 
we are allowed- to think, we gnnlj condenftn oar* 
Mli;<e8* TfaM^ my btethreni shall we <me day be 
judged. Oar conviettons, onr rf^morse^ will be oppo« 
Md to our actiona; .onr langnage to onr eeeret arati# 
inents ; our f e^f^t eraliments to onr publie practice} 
oomelvM to oorselvegi $ and our $onla btfore ther 
Iribonal at 6od. be at once the criminal and the 
witneta against us. These are trathf that onght t0 
imprees^ and will^ when the brilliant veil that ob^ 
•tmcta the foil view o£ onr errors is torn away^ ; 
fhottgh^ probably, too late« Let ^9 remember the 
fftiiw^r which AlHraham made to tiie victim in my 
Ittt, when he implored Lazams to convey to his five 
hirettireii a solemn warning from his fkte! No; 
^They hate Moses and the pn^j^ts, let them bear 
¥ them j fw if they hear ttu^m not, neither will thf jf 
f be peMuaded ^00^ one rose froin the cteadl'' 



Having ^hown, from the awfal example before ns, 
and the general doctrine of the Gpspel, that a life of 
pleAsnre and indulgence, however free firom vice or 
^mmwality, cannot accord with the hope of saiva* 
tion; it would remain naturally to enquire what 
fjuperiority we have over the subject of our paiablsi, 
fa tiie point of attention to the calaniities of ov 
fBllow-ereatureil* Though it be dtkr, thsA mt 
jessed Lord did not inteskd to submit^ in the ii0» 
l^ected caM of liazarus, an instiince of deUheralp 
^humanttyi but a melancholy eviience, tibat, wiieii 
4he tool 19 ksararsfd ill t|ie enj^qFiMnte ^ mbm^ 
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yet 8o»etbing m Dhoekidg is ihe fiidiibked 'cMtifttl 
of a rieli and gross Mnraalist^ hreatlui^.tiiiek al tlw 
table ^ loxlifioiis Yaaity^ and a fiunudUiiig wreteb^ 
pantuig for its Teiy enuabs, tluit wa , ia voluttiariljr 
tura all ow yiQi^bts to tiiat iiiserotalile dMnetioR 
wiitdi Gddbas made to jthefoHmies of his area* 
tnrec^ aad the eonsefaei^ most saeved dbligatkii of 
mercy. Bat wide aad iustmetive as ibis feld is^ I 
htiVJt alreiady taken up teoterge a poctiw of yoor 
tiflie to pomie it^ an4 therefore pa«i to the iA^ddk of 
the d«j« 



It eannot be neees^eiy at this day to deseas^ fm 
detail^ oir the nerks 9i the iasUtntion for the sopporfi 
of whieh vre are met. My predecessor in this Auie* 
tion has for a eowse of years^ wHiMntt mt«n:apti<Hi^ 
BXkd wiUi a degree of pathos rwely given to any 
man^ submitted the result of that miaute and laboi' 
rimis investigation^ wbieb nothing but the ntmoet 
decree of interest conld have ins{Hred. What then, 
my brethren, can remain for me ? Is it to repeat 
that the divine exam^ of Jesas Christ is em^bodied 
in a hnman insrfiitotion ? Healing diseases, giving 
mgfatto theblaid? almost aiumatio^to tfie grave? 
bindkig up ev^y^ woand, meeting every sad an4 
erael disaster? and, like the God it represents^ 
dybudbiing in peaee to the hosom of tran8porte4 
fimuKest fteirtaff<rf tlmrexistenGe^ aadsotuwe of 
all' their joys and cssaferts. Is it to r^eat, that, in 
this avrM reposttory of divine viaiti^n, siultiplied 
faMi Areiirhtw MfwytlMftfK^hiii^ 



wite^M wUMoM horror; wbieh arotre^ilei witb 
•xiraordiliary skill ; nursed with extntordiiiftry ten- 
demess; soothed under the torments of frightful 
operations by the lips of constitutional humanity ; 
ud that for erery example of fatality that oeeurs, 
fliere are thousands of almost miraculous recoveries ? 
Is it to repeat the noble and disinterested assiduity 
vi both faculties^ who fly at all honrs^ by night and 
hj day^ at the call of their afliioted fellow-crefltnres^ 
withont fee or reward, and often generously supply 
aid and comforts from their private resource«i, which 
the means of this institution are inadequatonto afford? 
Is it to repeat, that this godlike temple of life and^ 
health is infinite in its grasp of salvation, taking in 
the wide range of disease and casualty, in this exten- 
fldve county, and happily rearing its head in a quar- 
ter of the metropolis, where the existence of misery 
h as vasA as it is lamentable, and almost every lurk« 
ing place offers hourly, in one way or another, some 
spectacle to its mercy ? Is it, in fine, to repeat that 
the number it annually succours, or more properly 
saves, stands at more than fifteen thousand ! and^ 
of course, when we look at the period of its exist- 
ence, which is more than fifly^ years, must nearly 
exceed all credibility. These are the merits of this 
institution. In a, wwd, show me any thing of the 
same nature, "^in the annals of humanity, to surpass, 
or even equal it. So invinciMe is the conviction that 
has taken pUee, of its utfpakllelad' servioe to the 
wretchedness of this metropdUt akd ooQn^y,^ thai i 
could pdilit out several' indlviduali (nt this moment 

in my view) tM eool atfi elrramspeet, to bp moved 
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its it^t|^ bat apt t^e less hiusaaey because thus cir« 
CQj^«|p^^ who af(^,]pjiQWii ji^aliarly to eome for> 
vfV^t fl^eontribvte J^i^ly on this da;, «nd who^ I 
*■» ^lllpsfMded^i Wf^ «9^y do so, tbougb not* 
w^ w«j|e juttei^d ia f^csofpa^ndaUon. of :thet -object. 
I^t^e fijr a,imonwftt supp<^^e it di^splyed^ j^jufc 
fe^bjijf sogported, what woiim^ the conseqi^^^i^ 
t.^efy, any piiriptiiao* ilbft,Jif«. an«toift.<>f wl^oii 
«c ))U|»^tj() .-.t<>. Mi|If of.i^ ^ithoiMt, ffafvdderipg; 
]Vrby ? ."I^be iiifpov9j^<}d:ii»nd sei^ef^r^ parts. dC 
IbjB- city; would :{)Kf^8^<,imire tban tkpthiffff^ mad 
tfitfp&f, imagp 9f p .wglei^ field ,o^ battl^:,tl^ 

mtMM<dltlie«3prii^ tM«sfHH««9^'tMn«ii9f)4 mik 

•liitil«t«d| aii(l joait^iiri9g ^tbcw •Biitrij^i||g,{va^ 

?04dal<jlp.,; .But. U,^,ffpm^hi.;pif .^^,.tQ,4ja^ej^ 
wit* iWi^f!ftn%ai<tt!W;^ WPft^ 

^«M«i»iyi.»^ ^ffi%l M»p. liyifls, *^i^<mfh. . Ili 

^f f »^V. WitMt fear pf. bei^g^ cha^jg^ witb-exagge^ 
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«iMBy mippottittfb an aniMttflMi' «« fidi mm&M, 

« 

Then ihe first nyvemefit' of <mi^ Muk. wmM be 
fixed ai^toniibflieiit ; to iiAn woaM cMicceed tiie o|i- 
Hfled tye of wdent 1liAiik«gitiiig^ for ttte aliltftiitages 
of out eontlitioii ; *to tfahf Hie foisraiibm s^mMh of 
ineftiMe pity : to tkb^ not tter-^old and ^esitttfii^g 
ettHidalloii/ nirfaat we aliftU bestow/ Mii Ihe ihipUt, 
wgiA tmflelibeiiifiiig prc^fairioii of merey. We Would 
fetiie^ myJ^etbretiy tortoted^ btappy^ iibproVeid lofr 
tnt. All ti^fiiitjr wliatovor^ whOB Mtipsd AwM 
Olltfbr^ioii/ Is d«Mibly aftetii^* We eoAcekt^ « 
Uiid (tf mi^ttoii ftttaibbed ef%il to ihe froilless Goi 
kelp yoa, of -k gaping woritt^ but' io tbii dveli^ 
AftlMness of the disitialTeoess^ overy dire i^sMitiMi 
Weal^A fiMe «r Miblittie toMlBti Though ih#!wh» 
ou tiie unmAde bed of tbrtim^ wbelbw ftoiu> disemli 
dr ueeideii^ laihgoisbes mud't^ttiMhes malMkled and 
«ukuowB> te eminently wtobihia ; ytil the riMw^ 
ti^h aH fte hids Aey^eau reueHe fiMfr^tbeiritfli of 
tsk attentfve lacQlty, aMlAeFeetauflbss dralfiirl#^Hil«lt 
illlueodB'ean siipfffy/stlU i6Kperi€»ce Hie eiW%iiiitieo 
of disease) to be intolerAble^ audyieit look'to deidK 
m a blessing. Great God ! what ^eniUQSt Al^'caiil 
be^ wbere nan, in the saM siUiition^ siMbs^^^% 
abaiidoned^ by heaten aiMl ikrSk? WhtfO fllidiM'^ 
the' consequence of arrested toil!^ wherer fauffies 
k eoBstcmation, look round/witfiout hope/or ]^M*i 
fleet of retiif? wh^re tho irery Covering- of the dying 
Tiethn' is often seUt by Us afflidted heaft to fi»lp|NM 
ibelr ta^istence? wher^ fhe^ very libutce of tears is 
dried up? where deep despair; cf^torting tlier lan^: 
guage €i imfireeatioii against Providence^ preseuti 
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the borriUe eombat betwdra religioD and imtwe? 
O Gbadty ! thou principle of great soak ! , hdw g|eh 
riotts &r& thy works I Thba ereatest a aaw'woild in 
the moral and pbysieal ordtr. Thm {Nreventeat m 
dekige of iudlgence! TJbod prevrat^t a deiage of 
vice! Thou tbronrest an imflioTtal guard rmnid virgin 
pon^ ! Tboo reoalleet not the dead^ bat tboii ^veit 
liloy as on tbis day^ Mfe and bealtb to the dkeased 
and the GKpiring! And Oh ! how oKtratHrdinafy, mjr 
brethren^ ^ the goodness of God^ to have attached 
merit to a virtne^ whicb carries with it here belerw> 
aaraand ns and within ns^ its own inesEpresttbln 
reward t 

My.bfetbinn^ I have laid before yon^ as csnclMity 
as I coald^ "the merits of the oligei^^ nnd^ the e^Bse^ 
qnenee that woold follow from the want or even the 
neglect of it. I need not inform yon that its only 
Msoiuree is cme hundred pounds annnidly from Par- 
Uanteirt^ as the general Hostntal of this County, ad«t 
ded ta the result of tbi^ diiy : all that it has hitherto 
been able to accomplish, is to provide tbirty beds^ 
for the more desperate cases, though the house 
off(^>eapaeity fwmore than seventy. If your nature 
be not chiu^d, you will give more than a sigh to 
this shocking circumstaoee« And yet, notwithstand* 
ittg a scale bo miserably contracted, the number of 
intern patients haa amounted in 'die course of ten 
yeiM^io liwathoQsand two hundred and nineteen^ 
vhichaddlesd.to tiie externs in the same time, maketf 
a whole of one hundred iEprty-e%ht tboui^and two 
hundned and nineteen; whicb is about fifteen thott« 
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6mai' ptT^ymti I do Mi know wtel ttti dhgr bw 

been doiitimd^ in Ike dengns of Bod, le {Ncesetit} 

bnC^Hel la»Wt titftt if k be not greats itcmoot be 

fiir ymmi of sobnlii convielion cm this point I am 

not* diflconni^ by Ike kngnage I hear ;«— That tbin 

appeal cane too lale; tkakihe town ia awept by the 

Innl^lkaty of eaUaiq^ it; tlutt so many HirealTl^ 

Imd hq i e yb lent ckartteten^ are absent in aaotfatr 

fonnkry $^t is madn^s to tbii^, that eoot|ribtatioa» 

knlkeAe oceamdns ckD mamlaki their paatglorioni 

level. Itis^.bowovw^ thai madness wfaieh 1 eonfima 

I am affie^ wkk. It has not hitherto been destik 

toto of reason. Some seasons are now elape^d^ 

ainoe those melmicholy forebodings have been cm the 

ifmj; in every d«de. Yel it haa pleased him^ who 

f^ onl of those . atones^ coold aise chiUten onto 

i^ Abraham ;'' il haa pleased bim^' in tfae^&ce of all 

ofcatoelto^ to soppott hh work. What does the event 

of nieroy^ stttl evideotly Icscmipfaaot^ pmvo^ bat. that 

urn know not onrseWea? I am^ tbeiefoio, withoitt 

fear. 1 lo*k to you^ my birethreny with immoveable 

GOttfidenoo; Sitpport year convielions^ fin* eonvinaed 

yon are> of the anspaakable murite of (ho case. 1 

Mk n6 more. To'the himblest^ ibe least gifted ih. 

dividual in this piaoe^I look^as well as toth^ meat 

proaperOus, £or a doable effort on this day. Bleed- 

Ingt tender hnmanity is eonflned to no orden Many 

a naaot as I once before odd, standi4g»iirilm;aisle'itf 

the ebiilrch> nnnoticed^ and unknown^. bar giffkn::«vit 

dejtee of this troths that will shite id tiie foook^af 

lite for ever. Ofjleil is a diamond of the purest vt^atei^ 

covered with an entirq^Mtion of the cdaraei^ siattaf . 
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OfteB lave the bwniiig and ongovcmaUe feeliiigs ef 
compassion eren mastered fhe instinct of self preser^- 
vation ;«~witneiBS the widow of Zyirepta^ from whom 
tlie prophet of the Lord was directed to seek shelter 
and suppwt, in a season of famine ; ttam her whose 
"whole pf operiy, imder the son^ was ^ aa baadftil of 
^^ meal in a barrel, and a drop of oil in a erase/' and 
jet to him, at the first aspect of his extraordimuy 
misery, did die sacrifice, without a moment's hesi- 
tation, the last morsel of herself aod child. L^a 
lipark of this divine impulse be known in this ease 
to all around me $ and all shall find, like, h^, a ten* 
der and attentive Providence watching over thcjr 
concerns ; covering tfaeim, as it^ did the fijceee of 
CKdeon, with the dew of hmve% and giving to each, 
an increase of aa hundred fold. One word mme, my 
bre&ren. ^ I did thai in the first part of tiiis'^ttiscoQvse 
which I conceived to be na^Mt in^riolably nqr duty 
towards God. Oh ! let not the freedom of speecb I 
have itsed^ be vmited in any instances the d>ject 
for vfrhich I plead. Deal witii me out of this place 
as you please, .but remember, here, that I am the 
edvoeateof unparalleled calamity : remember also, 
titat if I have been so unfortimate as to ^e offence 
to any, il is bnt die surer indication I was ri^t. 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
liie Holy Ghost, be all honour and glmry, for ev^ 
aiMlever! Ameii. 



*« 



• • 



•i 



* 
\ 






.» ! 



*■ .' 



» , * 



.'■i*-' 4K\ \ «. . ? .1 i 






M,-': 






/•Ml 



r;{  .1 



. I  






;* 



II * 



« . * ' • . i ' / 






''i\: . 



• .' 



» i 



J '-. 



., * 



\ *> 



> 1 * 



J4 » ' » 



r ' .' J. .. J 



» ) 






•}\\ . 1 






t 






« T 



n .-. 



. * 



I 



<   : . •., , 



SERMON III. 



' r » 



• 1 



■■}: '■ 



h 



pHOVEfiBS> xxxi/ 30. 



i >. 



«A '^f'dTBaii ik^.fi^areth the Ifiris ^i^ shall be 



TSB Un^iagp of the Hxi nfMikM^ in emplmtic 
tetrmft, the BAiave mid tibe glory c/fjmtwmk. Ym 
are EMMiblied to rescue thf greatest mnjig of fi^AAale 
moooeaee^ tliat ever wi^ off^ed in jM^ nation tp 
pdbUa^ meeey^ ift aiqr we in^tkatiioD^ from cojojsii. 
quesees^ whieb I sMLdw^ll on in tbe sequel ; and 
trader titom wbtA yirttt<p» and Qbri^ian w^man 
liave ewmt' be6n foutt^ (be most powerful in^jtruoieQts 
of goodia tbe bandis ol6od.> Tbe personal bappi- 
Bess and salvatim ctf these ebildren^ is Ih^ least of 
tibe beaseftts tiiat arise from your j^esepi bounty. 
Yott ^mt IB tbe9 edaMtion^ tbe oak^ round which 
the ivy twines and asp^es^t^t is, the example 
whiefa irresistibly Mtnets^r; nay^ eMWAnds^ in tbe 
greaieeiise of virtue amd icelidon. That women are 
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susceptible of strooger and more lasting impreiisioiis 
than men^ we see^ by the almost invariable constancy 
and jSdelity of tHeir attachments — even the sIigM; 
tincture of the serious, which their fashionable edu- 
cation imparts^ is seldom. ebUtitated by all the hurry 
and confusion of a life of gaiety and pleasure. Ton 
will rarely^ perhaps never^ see a woman^ to whom 
any idea of religion has been communicated^ entirely 
abandon a compliance with any of its external duties'; 
or insult its principles, by the language of profane* 
ness and contempt, T|iere is. a fervor in the soil of 
a female heart, which never misses sending up what 
it receives, be the culture ever so scanty ; when 
abundant, the return is invariably glbrions. We 
have numberless examples of women in the Holy 
Writings, and in every period of Christianity, that 
fill us with astonishment, at the sacred sublimity 
and heroism of their characters-*HUi4Hhe history ^ 
the Pagan worid,'^partiAilai9y^tiie aostete and vir» 
tuons days of the Grecian ««d Biommn eMimon- 
wealths, affmtl likewise the most ilkistrimia proofe 
that the ^eor, when propietrly directed, e«fr be mmn 
than thi^ rivtfl of iMft, lA every action, every 
4ce that goes to dignify and ^xalt the human 
From the very appearance of female depravity, we 
recoil, as from sometiiihg shoiiking and aniatii^al ; 
white men tlie most immoral and abmidoiied are 
always overawied, and iiot tittfris^eaftly refipfmedy^jjb^r 
the eontemplatidn of feMale «^eeltaaMse. ^veii the 
most fiToiigate libertines af^ilidi i^ with a secret 
reverence which ih^ cafl^abeonnt for^' Mid are 
equalty muHbkrto repress* Wi>il91trfttl> ^al a eta- 
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tore nnfaral^ so dBfeuceleas^ , » weftfc io eoufotma*- 
iiim, $0 ixmd 'm her wi^s^ so unaApirii^ in h^ 
f^X^fdiSf so humble IB ber destioatioii } born^ I imiy 
my^ JLo 9e|ve j ahould jet, oiider xeriatn eircj^amfi^km- 
OMi , ptesesa ao empire ifajnt oothiug 6aii nmtf thikt 
rendws her very dlenee QloqueDce, her eatreaties 
lair^hay^ her presenee alone superior to the mo^t 
awfitl eoQsiderations^ u^ the control isif lieentionsr 
aw* aisd TJice. Yet «o it ^ sneh has. universal 
experienee declared to be the ascendancy of virtuo 
and religion in wogian. And here, my brethren, 
may I n^t be allowed to lament the little benefit de- 
rived from thii fiigPfl aod blessed ^distinction^ Is 
ike editeatiott too ^generally coslerred on the better 
orders of women of a nature U> elicit such fruits^ 
or is it such aii even to qiialify them fot. rational and 
nq^tovjed interco^tse with the other sex? Would 
not one think, from tbts^ shamefiil ne^ct of storii|g 
•tbeir minds eveii with the common elements of 
knowledge, that they were ordained by God and 
ni^we to be no BMwe thaii mere sportive t^s, v 
si^pte instruments ti iffcr^MeP How few do we 
And. who possess any more infoirmation on the com- 
monest 8ttljeiat% Uian what 4 dense of thdir own 
degcadtttion ha^nabled them confusedly ta pic& up, 
, or^haaee has infusedfroia habits of society with the 
tither sex?/ Why, in 4be name of justice, shoulil 
live native po^ejs and capaeity of womeaa, remain so 
glanngly uticultivated, when all experience has pro- 
ired tbenr to b^ such as to admit ibcir aspii;|^ng to, 
mA obtaining ihe most brilliant ^degree of mental 
M^uiti^etits? Why ishcMlld they be cut offih>mthe 
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noblest eojoyneot next to tbftt of virtue^ whtek a 
Imman creature can know ? The eojo^rmeiit tbat 
flows from the parsoite and inquiries of an ^nligbtr 
ened and exerdsed mind- When I heboid a bean^ 
tiful form^ and reflect t^at nnderaeath so enobanting 
an appearance tb^re is probidily added nothing bat 
what goes to inspir<f pi<y or contempt ; I, am doidily 
shocked at the cruelty of ^er dtotiny, and eo'^sider 
the injustice done ber as beyond ail^hnnian atone- 
m6nt. 

If men would only reflect on what tbjay lose^ in 
the neglected cultivation Df the female inteUect, it is 
impossible, metbinks, b^t tbey should detj&rmine^on 
more attention to a circnmstance^ so capable of af. 
fording the most deligbtful resource in all anierva|s 
of duty or business. The largest portion of ocir 
days is passed in the smiiety of women; to what a 
melancholy condition therefore must a man be re« 
duced^ if either constrained to lay ibe lai^VMige.of 
his reason aside, or feed on himself in solitary ramit 
nation ! But the greatest misfortune is, tbat woqimK 
are not only trained in a way humiliating to.tbeir 
understandings* but too generally inoompujULfle with 
the Gfaristiao character* I am sure I am not ineli- 
lied to misrepresenti nor do I wish to go in(o pv«. 
ttculars ; but if we are tpt judge . by ertablisbed 
manners, to what must their first breathings liav^ 
been directed^ but to the jaft ^f coming iis close to 
propriety ^%: repudttioa will admit ; reeonciliog every 
thing with religpon^ which relii^ondoep not foramQjr 
denounce* What can j^peak .the most distant pon^ 






69 

ftdenee and ^recuifity to {he' aoul of a Christian undet 
such k coarde ? Is it that the worlds in the midst 
of which they live^ too generally conforms to it? iM 
it Ihtd pewons strictly irreproachable do the same? 
B»t it oQ^t to be refected^ (hat before the manners 
of Christians began to degeneral^^ things that are 
now consectated by- usage, were then monstrous 
singiilaiities. It ought to be considered that we 
shall be judged by the Gospel, and not by received 
practice ; that whatever has arisen merely from the 
decay of fervoi* and piety, are aibuses to be deplored^ 
not models to be followed ; in a Word, that the lU^ 
ef a Christian is too revbl^g ta nature ever to be* 
cdme^e tast^ of the gr)eater number. Suppose I 
Were to tell you from this place, that the Oos^ef 
was ndt in feci so severe a system as it is generally^' 
represented ; that to idolize the worid, and aequft 
ourselves to Go3 were things perfectly reeoncileable; 
that there Was ndt' the least harm in the breatbkissr 
pursuit of pleasure, which reason alone pronounces 
to be unworthy of thinUng beings; that Christianar 
were at full liberty to rack their invention in order 
td diversify and give zest to an eternal round of emp- 
tiness and folly; that provided they dispense charity^ 
with one hand, they may lavish with the other as^' 
much[ as they please ; that religion admitted such 
c^)nafti^nsati6n ; that all ihey hear about a simple^ 
frugil, ' aiid retired life, strict attention to domestic 
duties, perfed; modesty of mien and apparel ; a life 
of pl^ayer, penitence, and self denial, cannot, if they 
mean* any thing at all, be applicable to persons^ 

whose condition, from long prescription, entitles 

I 
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tfaem to more Uiitiide^ What opitiion would yoa 
entertain of this new and very convenient doctrine ? 
Would you consider the nian who uttered it^ W4)rthy 
of respect, and better instructed than titfaers in thb 
science of salvation ? No, my brethl^n, you would 
either openly deride his ignorance^ or retire with 
precipitation and horror, from so sfai^cking a prefa* 
nation of his sacred function. What are we then, 
my brethren, I may say, but the hypocritical slaves 
of the world and $ts pleasures, wh«i we |astify 
aloud, what we condemn in secret! And how con- 
feundihg will that judgment be, whicli condemns tis 
on the evidence of our own hearts ! Were it possible 
fbr ChristBans io be calm in the course I have descrl^ 
bed, free as it is from any thing gross and immm^ftl/ 
let them hear the express words of Jesus Christ ott 
tte subject ^' no man can serve two-masters/' ^^ ITe 
^ cannot serve God smd Mammon.'^ . ^^ Woe unti^ 
^^ you that are full now, for ye isiball kunga*! Woe. 
^unjto you that laugh now, ;for ye shall mourn an4 
<^weep.'' ^^ Verily I say unto you the world shall 
^ rejoioe, but ye shall be sorrowful^ and your s<orrow 
^f shall be turned into joy.^' This, my brethren, is 
the Gospel. What exception appears on the fade 
of it, in favour of any description of Christians ? 
Ko, the more elevated we ajre, the greater our pro9^ 
perity, the more absolutely indispei^sihle. an adbe<> 
rence^ to the. letter of our profession, the more, 
incessant should our vigilance be; the more declar 
red and lively our faith, the more fervent and eni^, 
tinued <mr prayer; the more heroic our< sejf denial^ 
the more /^xalted.eVery virtuQ. Because^ our daa«* 
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get ]« mueh greater^ mid more awful than it would 
be ifi au obscurer dtatioii. Because, it is tfae nature 
of proi^perity to corrupt^ io bind us faster to tbe 
world, to furnish occasiofis of vice at every step, to 
favour and facilitate the indulgence of evil passions ; 
to tender abortive all good desires, and extinguish in 
thesoul^ all aspiring to a better state, all recollection 
0f €ted and futurity « Above all, because it is a^ state 
wbieb Jestts Christ in plain terms ' has pronounced 
to be nearly incompatible with dlh^ation. 

Were tfae world to judge us^ we might look for 
tfae privilege Of fancy, of a soft and convenient way. 
Bat the w6rid itself will be judged ^ and he that wilt 
judge i^ and ui» too, will not distinguish Cbrisiians 
by their-riches^ or their rank, but by their merits or 
demerits, thdr virtues, or theii^ crimes. Here, 'will 
ha say; is tiy laW. I delivered it, without an iota 
of variatidfn, to the mighty and the ihean* I inquire 
Bot^ therefore, what you are ; but how you have 
conformed to4t; bow you have^ livied; what use 
have you made of the talent I confided to you? 
These will be, my brethren, the terrible questions 
addressed to all« I leave the inference to yourselves ; 
I and return, observing only, that no infatuation can 
be mtolre deplorable, either with respect to ouf eternal 
iittterest, or eveii the interest of this World, than that 
wfaieb leads us to ruin, with our eyes open. 

If the sex, in their intercourse, be of the highest 
importance to the moral and religious state of society^ 
Aey are still more so in their domestic relations* 
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. Wbata|mblic blesaiiigi what an io^iiiiHieQt of tbe 
iiios(t exalted good is a virtuous Ghri^tiaii motber ? 
It would require. a far other pen thaii mine to^aee 
the merits of such a oharacter. Haw many, perhaps^ 
who now hear .me^ feei that, they owe to. it all the 
virtue and piety that adorns them ; or UMiy ri^oU^ct 
at tbis mQment^ some saint in beaveni that broi^it ' 
them into Ught to labour for their happlncsibSr tmpo* 
nl and eternal! No pne ean be igi)orant qf tlgit^ 
irresistible influenc||^ whu^h such a motl^er possesses^, 
in forming the hearts of . her children, at a season 
lyhen nature tarkes in lesson and example at wety 
pore* Confined, by duty and indinatipii within tibe 
walls o£ her own house, every hout of her life be^ 
comes an hour of imt^uction ; every: feature of, her 
Ciondnet a transplanted virtue. Methjoit^, I behold 
her encircled by her beloved charge, Ufce a bein^ 
more than human, to which every mind is bent, and 
every eye directed ; the eager simplicity ei infancgr 
inhaling from, her lips thp sacred truths of religion^* 
in adapted phrase and familiar stoiy; ikt whole 
rale of their mpral and^ religious duties simpliied ^' 
easier infusion. The countenance of this fond and 
anxious parent, all beaming with delight and love^ 
and her eye raised occasionally to heaven in fervenft 
supplication for a blessing on her work« ! what « 
glorious part does such a woman act on the great 
theatre of humanity ; p,nA how Bprn^h is the mortal 
to be pitied, who is not struck with the image of such 
excellence ! When I look to ;it6i cllllseq^ences direct 
and remote, I see the plants she has raised aad 
cultivated spreading throogh the coBpnttnaity. with 



73 • 

tke riellMit JMiMM bf ftwi I see bar 4iflit»iDg 
Imppiae«8>ud virtue tbroogh « great portiieii of thci 
bmaaii raee^ I ean fancy goneralkms yet nitbom 
rimig to ^rove aad to hii&l^ faer wortk. I adore 
ttat&od wbo cas de&iiae t 4siiigle faaman ereatore 
to be tbe Atom of\8lieli extended and iiiealeulable 
b^ejlt to tlie woriid. It ia aearce possible for the 
biaMii mtifdto <4fer m wgaiHeBt inoi^e powerfal in 
support of an institatioB . like tids^ to those whose 
iniews are ehi^aii and pttbUc* 

In tte chametee of wife we find & virtaous woman 

equally existing for the happiest purposes. Mar- 

iiage> '<36 true^ Is oftea a state in which neither of 

the pafties is mvmh the betta* for eoming together. 

When all study and consideration of their wo^ili is 

p«it: out of the question in the niot|v:es thit bring on 

the cennexio'n^ tiie result must generally be^ and 

naturally is^ both unfevourable to their felicity and 

ilieir man'nersi Judge what a miserable bu$iiies«^ 

it ia that terminates at best> afler a short period^ in 

*a compromise to detest each ^Hher^ with cef^mmiy 

and politen^ra^ and purrae their respeiDtiTe way of 

foUy or depravity^ actording to their &ncy ; a ease 

where terms of endearment are used that the hefart 

disaTowsy and a mask of union and alfeetidn put on 

in flie Tain hope of bllndfoldii^ th^ world. Yet 

auch^ I fear, is the fate of many^ many a pair ; and 

must ever be so where the onty inducement to the 

state is passion^ interest, or the pride of alliance. 

Notinng howerer is more true than what the Apostle 

\m asserted^ that a C^nii^n wife ii tho dalvatton 
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of tier hiiabiuid. Fw saraly^ if aay tiiiDg «« hav«' 
power to WMD amaa firom evil^ it i§ tbe living 
image of aii that is p^ect^ constantly before his 
eyes, in the peipon whom^ next to GoAy he is forced 
to reverence and respect f and who, next to God^ he 
must be assured^ has his present and firtore felieltgr 
most at heart; who joins to the laflnenee of bsr 
example, the most assidaous attention to pleaMf 
who knows^ from the experience of every hoov^ 
where his errors ami vices may be assailed with any 
prospect of success ; who is instructed, by the close 
study of his disposition, when to speak, and when to 
be silent ; who watchiBs and i^istii^gaishes that gleam 
of reflectidn which.no eye. can perceive bat her own ; 
who can fascinate by the mildness and humilify of 
her manner, at. the moment she, expostulates and 
reproves ; who jrec^eives him with smiles and Idnd- 
nef s, even when conscience snutes faim tiie mMt willi 
a sense of his neglect and i^worthiness ; who has 
always ..a resource at l^^ in bis dilteulttes, and 
tender i^logies to reprieve him from himself: aiid' 
a gracious presentiment ever pn her lips, thai the 
day will come, when 1^ will kn^w how to value tbe 
advantages of good conduct, aa^ the unruffled sere, 
nity of virtue* Tes, my brethren, the msnisiry of 
such a woman is daily foupd to w<>rk the rrformatioa 
of our se:i^, ,when all othef. resour«es^ fail; when 
neither misfortune, nor shaqie, nor the counsels ^ 
friendship^ nipr the considerations of Qelkior Seavea 
have any more effect t^ian tiie. w^tlin^ of the 
elements.. Merciful God ! hfiw zealoudy should 
ive therefore laboDT U^ diffuse such charnetefs through 



 . 
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tke peo^J ^d ho|^ litflef -perhaps do we refleeV 
wbeowe imn to these cnrphaosi to what* saered^ 
what "glprioas ends they are destined ! 

I have dq«ie with this view of my sufajeet* Yon 
have seen as clearly, aod perhaps as -fofcibly 9^ 
eotild be expe^d^ from ii mnA exhspsted by ceHf 
Umml ^orts4o this way^ the ftiiits res^Mltiiig from a 
virtaotts and Gbristiaii sex ; coniss^qif^ptly^ part oC 
tbe„ 4iaerit of this greats iiistitutio]%^ Let me- now pro-- 
oe^d to consider it as a security tofpni^le iniioieence>t 
afi;»bfft the extremities of wsery and vic^4 How 
ofteoy my brethr^v have I laid.befoi^ you^ the me^ 
koeiioly side of 4his siibject ! Ilow'i^n describi^d^. 
iBk^ ^vmry colour which ipiaginatioo i cottld snpply^^^ 
thatJuaqiehfle variety of wieiehedness^ to whicib^stii^ 
olyects as these woald be HM>re.than exposed, with-* 
oat tho proti»^t]i>a yott jafiord tb^i I Glow ^ often 
fmieaymii^ed to ex<^te emnliitif^, in sopport of tI«&Ur 
eaase> by Iqog and separate > appeals tp , the mal^^ and. 
fMpale part of my hearer^} Is it not, lime to refledl^ 
tjbbal all^ sqch groiii]fds^ however poyiofia^^in jmnvi^g 
t)i0 spriiDg% of - onr r. e^mpamgi^ become puerile^ and 
even 4l<^!^tip&wM>^ ^. repeatedfy fisted ^6^ 
Is it ootf^ear, thiMit th#; linlitii^ I piead^ j^^ is^^ot 
to his oilmen in the; piibIhPiif¥^9il>ii or beairt ? Boes- 
noi r*yery .reyoly |qg yifiiji^ mw^^^ vHnW^ f(»vort iO; its 
h^faa^B v|i%? itfN^«gni»!ra/inttd*r4he^mt^Mabl& 
inm^.^ #ie upper ;ati4^wMbiiI^g<}olas8eh,oto^b^^^ a 
n|||iinf^e»t^t^m|k!iify*^)ii^||si%in#)h Hetreraiifpasbc^ 
Wibot ^n can it require fiAm^ine^ "^or^Any^othk ad*^ 
v«ai^^rai4hki^e«iad^^# but ttib hicfrtf ferii' 
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f^ ma flippewMie^ with the liiififflest mA leaiTl; teboar- 
ed exposltibtt of its inef its ? /. 

^I will go after lovers that will give me bread/' 
ik the despei^Me resolation of oiihappy woinreA/ ix^ 
j^ressed in the Propl^ Hosea^ There have yoo/ ill 
a word, as strragly and hnpressively as thbusatidli' 
eonld eonvey^ the history of every female ereaiiK^e,' 
that is cast^ witboot resfooree, on the inSqftity cff'thie 
World. Sorely^ dt all the objeets that cad present 
themselves to hviiiian eommiserartion^ they nralErt evier 
have the pre-^mifleiiGe^ while oar natnre is as it is^* 
the horror of whose fate is thus felr and' undersfooA' 
at a glance $ and whose spotless parity draws them' 
imAiiietively to» omr bosoms^ for shelter and proteetio*^^ 
against unriatnral defilement. There' is^bnt one des<^ 
oriptlon of b^ngs in the universe that torn atvay fMtl' 
the doors of sa6h an assembly as this/ with soi^o# 
and disap^intment at their hearts. Men born Mtr-^ 
the disaster of the sex^ whose brutal and uagovertt^ 
able passions^ ma^ering every sentiment of pity and' 
g^rosify in 4heir sools^ urge them to deeds beyond 
the ver^ jeaeh of atonMient ! Nay^ tbe very retdli^ 
lectioB of which is often so intiilerable to theihsel^e^^ 
a* to require the haUt of banishing eveii'ir^aiaon!^ 
itself; to mitigate the famror of tb^irfee^n^iir Atad' 
wjuut aggravates^ b€fyond e&ptesbion, the enorinity^ 
oMnieh^ 91^ 1^9 Oiftt were or^ary means are insuf^ 
Ik^ieot to the auomplishmeiit of its diabolical puirpo* 
•es^ it; eatt'ireii itself in ihe deepest hypocrisy ; can 
i^eal^ven toHeaanen to witness the purity df its 
ii^wtionai bm^ ifewidrso to tihe mo0t h«inid proAut* 
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ation Df f ows iui4 promiii^s ; stttA an artless «reituife 
into perfect ridlianeei on it!i honour ; lead her to her 
fkllf as the innocent and unsuspecting lamb is coti- 
dAeled to tlie sacrifice; riot for a i^vMle on tlie pol- 
lated irum : then lea^ her, like a tender blossom^ 
blasted in itii spring; ettber^o droop in silebt melan- 
choly to the gvave^ Or rush; from despair into the 
depths* of infamy, aftd revenge her wrongs on tbe 
coitimttiiity. 

Cbristiansy ^hy is this execrable east of inen so 
little reprobated in the world?* To be formidable 
atid irresistible in thfs way; has ever been a kind of 
giory. The more public and notorious they arie, th^ 
more pride in their steps, the knore elevated their 
brows.- Tliere are degrees ^of guilt you would spurn 
from yiMir presence, ai^d blush tol hold ihe moiit dis- 
taot < intercourse witlu A man convicted, even in 
mfcan aiid'disti6ilburablB actions, is avoided like a 
^stilence. Biit from what society* what inter-^ 
eontse, what intiihaey, is the libertine by profession 
axcladed? To the.teaiidalof aJI dedency, telfgkm 
and morals^ from few. Nay^ it would almost seem, 
that the ii^mous titled h(^ bear# i^as no small recom* 
teendation* For what impression does an allusion 
to bis pursttits usually e^ccite^ Intt that of merriment 
and laughter ? This goes to confirm and encoursig^ 
instead of appalling him ; things complacency into 
his heart, not tUebliisb/^of shame into his cheek. 
When so lew turn from him with disgust and horror^ 
has be not a right to co&du^, timt he is engaged in 

a (syreier which the wor^4 approves ? And yet, what 
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»lieiofiiet^bi|tmM.^ the ^miteti j^M^i 4 coipunn- 
nity eaii bf cursed with } who&e whole life has no 
other otgect bat to epnyert k into a scene of cilainity 
and vice? Who is known to ni|tji:e .chaiity^ jes^ sm^ 
ered charity^ the pander of his foul appetites ; will 
open hk hand with ^ptoloston to the n^cessitons^ in 
order to shut their eyes on.the prostitution of theu: 
eUiidren; who respects not rights that ture r^a^- 
ously respected by very barbarians ; would dis* 
honour the family of his host or friend with the 
.siinie indiflerenee that he would that of the meanest 
.of human creatures : foid he as ready to. meeti that 
iSf to imbrue hip hands in the blood Qf (he father or 
brother of his victim^ as he was to destroy the nehief 
jource of their pride and ha{q^es/i fof ever* Alan I 
jhow , many unfortunate parents^ after the fatal dif- 
honour of a child, have never raised their heads 
mw^f nor passed a moment of remaining life but in 
ronn^qg the pulsatimAs of a broken heart. . G/ontiiAe^ 
my brethren, your :^Miteetion to thk heavenly a^y** 
Jum of UMioeence* The strongest censure you eap 
ffiM on such monstersi fpr monsters th^are, js to 
snatch the prey from their ruthless fangs*. If it be 
Viercy to hold put a hand to thefaUeo crentnre; 
.oh, what transcendent mercy must it be. to prevent 
4JI thut. is lovely to the eye of virtue and of sense, 
|rom. sharing the same fate! Many, mwy a poor ^ 
undone creature, thstiiewsoUain theh<HTibld nhfyu 
of prostiitntion, would have lived to be all 'timt I 
Mve reprjBSiwtsd in the former part of this dis- 
cpwse^ teul she been oiEered^ at tte tender season of 
these oi^hanSf to stteh merey. as ywm. Mo woman 
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ever Vofabtarlly snrreDdered' the blessing of a fsAi 
name. The sensitive plant shrinks not more in^ 
stinctiv^ly from the toueb, than the nature of woman 
from defilement. Many circumstances coniribatet(i 
render her an 6asy prey to the wiles and villairiy of 
man. Ignorance of 6od^ bitter necessUy, neglect of 
parents^ and not unfrequently^ in 'the lower classes/a 
hellish connivance of parents at the ruin of their chil- 
dren from base motives of gain/ But the loVe an^ 
pdde of purity are still entwined wit^ her being, an^ 
the lai^t breath of virtue ever consecrated to' the Mi 
$tate' from wliich she falbs. Often^ in the ttiidst in 
the most thoughtless' and headlong couk*se 'of vli^i^ 
will the tear of sad recoUecHdn stieal dowW 4tt^o'tBfi 
empoisoned cup; Though^ gen^erally; ^h^ bay* 1^ 
found id evince ti detestation of the ibddtist aiitf ^Vii^-^ 
hious part of her sex^ it is not/ believe me/ that hap^ 
*PY distinction ftom which' she re^ottk l)ut from the 
objects that too strongly vemirid her of hiH own 
infarny and ' degradation. Continue^ I repeat/ ybirr 
protection to the^e pure and' unfUpnded creatures^ 
What is there in the greatest weafQi, when stripped 
of such luxury? The vilest of fbe human racfe' bfteit 
piossess it/' as well as many of ^oii; It cantibt/itt 
itself^ render any man respected while living, or his 
* memory, when dead. It confers not iti itself drife solf-' 
tary fetlent, one solitary virtue." It may roll tyrin|^ 
the piiblife wayMn gaudiest ' magdificeuce, ^eitsitlk 
under the collected slcorn of the worM. !A\l'the ori 

• 

dinary enjoyments' it procures ate transiefft,; and* 
quickly forgdften; and maby orft ofitheTdjtJ*^ and* 
twenty hours of every day, namely; those of repose^ 
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iM. itg possessor det^tote as the meaoi^ sUtc* It is 
unequal to remove one pang from the hearty one 

' ache from the head. It leaves us at the opening 
of the grave. We behold it oli the bed of; death 
with fiDzen indifference, or fruitless avidity.. Oar 
heirs too often paAt for our expiring breatif^ And 
naked v^re pass to the embrace of eorrapticmji ^itb 
the blessings, or the roirsesof the unfortunate on our 
bei^d^^ ei|;lier woefql victims of perverted^l^s^ or 
foufidei^ heirs to a blessed^ immortality,. Ob* may 
the latter be the lot of every individual wlio hears 
me! Continue. : to use; the m&ns with which Provi^- 
deii^e^ j^^s jl^l^^sed ^ou, wh^^thet in^oderato or greii^ 
as you haye, hitherto used . them^ If it, would be rash 

*i0 me, to say. what % fear a n^taken zeal has tQO 
o^^naiisertedy '^hat piiyp^ef^ior beneftcence is qpti^^ipotent 
vitl^ fG^; ; may »feiy $ay after, l^m,/t^a^ ;sveft 
a' mite. ^ cast into the lap of misetyi in ^is name, 
will not lose its rewar^. Think, , p^rliculajfly on 
thls^great oeeasiopi that you are come^jpot simply. to 
indulge your feelings^^ in a case of irresistible tempo- 
ral interest, but likewise to save immortal souls, 
jjieaven is not more distant from^^ earth* than the 
impprtanee of the temporal lot of tbo^e e^ldr6n is 
beneath that of their eternal; Jiittle ! litlie does the 

mere m^n of feeling Ki^w^ >Y^!^ > P^^^^^V ^^9^* 
pent tbis is with i^ true C)iristian ; or what aston* 
ishipg Sacrifices be is capable of^ in such a cause. 
I^et m^ tell you, what perhaps you do not reflect 
upon, that in the case of female children, tl|e ^onsU 
4er»tiwi lis, if pfissil^e/niora paramo^. 
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oa tbe «#jec^ of ^tqr6 > rea{ioasibiUty . All I will 
9i^j to tbls is^ tbi^ iftiieriB be a Godtabove ut^ hg 
bus not plaeed a« 0Q tMs i^rth as mere frail omu 
cbiQ6$9 dtstinguj^hied indeed fi?oin tbe; brirtei b; tb« 
glf)ri(iif 9 ; priBro§^t^¥e 4^ reasoii, but e^a)ly destined 
towj^t^term^l ^le^p,; Ther^ . ninst ,b?y after deatii^i 
row|a*4s fprthe.:yii:tai)as, apd pctniBbmeiits for tbe 
Wfb»rt Jiia triitli soioxvli^iblyf upported bg tbei %bt 
ff ^eAaoD^ ajptdi^independwt of revela|i»% that it 
e^at^fl.ait aU iioiief^ , aiid among all pwplOy. ^s one 0C 
tb$)^;/af]2l^l impraf^p0S| that f resent tbepiselvea 
IPiritIi t^ej^ 9f fififprisi^ Beings and fom a {Hurt of 
n^tnral i;q|l)jpon. -.^fitw^ it is imp0adble to conceive 
any esaeatial; di^e^pc^ between goo4 ^d evil^ witk* 
out4be:ej|ti|b^bmont of this truth; or to annex th^e 
aUrib^t'es >of justice^ .wisdom^ or holiness^ to tb4 
nain^ p^^(}Qd»4f we sopppse bini.an indifferent spee.^ 
Utor, of crimes, whieli be mast necessarily abhor: 
adinitting all, without distinctioQi to history ; pU* 
eiQ^ the murderer by the side of his victiip. Gain on 
Uie^si^me throne, with AbeL Bat« wbateTer cmnmon 
reason maji^^ay on tbi/i poi^il n^nst be admitted, at 
lei^t^ that reyeli^tion is dreadfully j^xpUcit on it. 
]bi4^ejd, the various passageaBtl^at trea^ of ifc in Uio 
Qld aipdNew Testament can scarcely be.eqntempla* 
ted without a shock of the ima^oation. NotAsingln 
wa^t of uniformity appears in any, either as to the 
iectainty of futore piunisbments, or the nat9re and 
duration of them* Kven Jesus Christ hiinselfji who 
eame to converse with, man ui a ministry of mildnei|i 
11^ charity^ ^poto tiicf name ineacoiaibl^ ^^^gfJifSIfy 



up the false oenfidence ef iriniien by the roots. 
Th]i» theMCgPT^ is tfertaio^ ^at whatever stAne in- 
ftteated^ ' ObriitiaM ' may promise ' themselves, or 
]|#ti^ervieF ififgc!itaOHs they-may bei^ !q believing On the 
^siest terms ; that is^ oi^ the prineiple of having 
Mthiog t(»4read^ the only ^sitive advantage tbey 
ean derive fh>m this^ is, to enjc^ the present seen6 
Ifitt IiBSs dfsfnrbanoe frMi^' Withkii - But sfadnld thia 
taith lie^%il> the side of'Miitid ittldMHiprejadiceA 
na^bti, imdl the dc^nundafib^ of re^on absolute^ 
tteiHi, "What they Cterally expressi f inf otherwords^ 
dhoald Mefa CSJiftintians be telstUken oti tikis capital 
j^oint, surely it is nnnecessai^ to say^ that their c^sei 
is dbvF^ttsly and^ beyond contepfibn deplorable. All 
lir wett^ iti long as the ein^ain- is np, and the puppet- 
Ihow of life' goes on. Bat when the rapid f^^nf^sen- 
tation comes to a closed and every hope of a longer 
respite is precluded, let ttiem believe 'me^ ttat'thin^s' 
win appear in ^ Very diflferent fight A: deafh-bed is 
a wonderfbl reas6nei*.'\ Mkny a proud infidel hath it 
HuittblW and rfefotetf, without k 'word, who but k 
short time befwe; tvouM fat^V^ 'd^if^* all^he ability 
olF tnanl to shake the fbuhdaifon of his i^stem. 
Would' to 6fod i could' Say^ thAt' that gce$X and 
awful nibihent were as ofieh distiii^uished - by* ^hW 
dew of Tepentance, as By the! grbari of &Spahr. ' ' ^ 

* \Lct * these reflections gfvc WeSght to* the niotivef 
hive j[ici8t ur^d, for the pfoifecdOn of *these cMldrfeii; 
»he'Wate to which they WttoWWiiHiillft^^ 
wittbai yoc»r jprotedfioh, an ih&lBbly: tonducljs 



tetfad m^t kArd^nnd m4 t*cimUe gniit li Uiku 
efaar^eter oC deep and babitaul imffrnty^ ivii^ier it 
woiE^^or iani««^ tp discard all reflection ; to art 
|be obseryatioa^ (he (^Dsarei ihe . abhoimice of ^ 
i¥orld ajt defiance § xto blind^ to. brotalb^e*' mA ^^ 
ali^ire$ to atjifle evei^ ei*y of coosoieiiee^ extingiiMl 
every gleam of reMM^.. defy eveqr boU tif : Hjeairwr^ 
aad oTten inipel to borrprs imknown to ev^ty natwa 
bptits owQv Tbo very Qospd tells yja\j^ that iti 
^fifo^tjii: infernal} h^ng invaru^ily acaonipamediiy 
aeven other apbrit% search Inferior ioii^elf; that ii^ 
ill; a word; t^veiy eonstdemtion ^ivJno md buiiiaa 
givti9 way before; tbijEi vice a$ the oecaakm flolicits» 
Wbati3 the conse^pieiiee^? ¥«ii Imow it. The vory 
4^rta yoa make iit the celormation ^f jdbimdoiiedi 
wom«ny pf05^ your israde of it Nothings ^tis trae^ 
» imfoamblfi to ^od ; eoiild his graee deseeod into 
keU itadf, it woi^ bi& «uflleient i0 purify it^. Ba^ 
fm the <»:diiiaiy coarse: of; bis. interferenee^ oir wiflloiil 
Ibe aid of bamaji msarcj: to^ raise the fiillen, the ter ^ 
mmatiim of e^ery siieli viNiman^ msst^ in^ the v^ 
nature of ttidgs^ belhewiUe add bopelei^. Batting 
idl other motives lAit of tbe qvestion, this alone ougbi 
ifi reader ttie institntioii before yoa immortaL Sh«t 
ifter arch of .it>'my bvc^jthKn, I know what yoQ Mt 
aapidbte of;' Tou sep by tbe> notieea that caAled yooi 
togi^er^ that there is room fw Afty more cMh 
Ann. ' I femind jgh not of the amas required for the 
m^fwt of one fa«ii^red and twe»ty now before yotf^ 
Th^t i^ould be needless. Yon have m^abljf 
pc^cMtoiMS ywr bounty on this oeeasion to tl» 
WtMtM ol^ecls* i Wonld nfge^ fRMt m ii Is^ to 
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iBcrease that imnber* It ii iiipMliHie for bumaa 
feelings to witneft* the ealamitdm eomplexioti of the 
present time, without doing so. Without pfessing 
yoo Ihis day to all thai i^' godlike in charily, 1 am 
w responsible as yon for the fate of all soch'Ctea- 
tlires. Woe onto ue, were eved one excluded frolBi 
your protection, throogh the defect of zeal &ud t&c^ 
wm in my ministry. Complete your work ! I know, 
I repeat what you are capable of. Look back to 
the period when this iostitatibn consistcfd but of a 
handful of children. Hftd wsy man then told yoo, 
that you would raise it to what it now is, you would 
have received the idea as ' the dream of extravagant 
enthusiasm. Ton knew not yourselves. Bvery 
year the merits of the object led you insensibly into 
greater eflbrts. Early you let the spirit of the world 
in yoor hearts^ sink, lower and lower, before the 
anperior infloence of God an4 hnmghity. Yon noir 
look with^ astonishment, with pride, with delight, en 
the glorious result. Can I doubt, therefore^ th&t 
you are made of materials to be roused to the highest 
pitch by an unparalleled etisfei; that while yoor 
hi^nds and hearts are open out of. this piece, to meet 
the shocking exigencies of the poor ; while appHea*^ 
tiou: succeeds implication at your doors, and eaelt 
finds you equally beneficent ; can I doubt that yon 
will think of the degree, to which such, olfects as 
these have increased in the general disaatAr? Tei, 
my brethren, the present solicitations for admittanee 
into this institution^ are heart-^breaking. They ex- 
ceed in number and complexion of misery, all pre« 
fsedenV all credibility. t*a me^ as the Jong-knoFJn 
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advocate of it^ they are incessant. I see creature9 
brought before ine every hour^ that would move 
bowels of iron ; brought by persons who have no 
human interest in them* but what arises from irre« 
sistible compassion* Whom do I address at this 
moment? Is it the inhabitants of a single parish^ or 
the greatest portion of the wealthy the beneiU^ence^ 
the rank of the Metropolis ? Is it possible^ that I 
shoald lay such circumstances before yoo without 
effect ? IS o. My soul tells me you will feel them 
as you ought* And as separate streams^ when drawn 
to a common centre, become mighty and majestic in 
their How^ so, under God^ shall the redoubled efforts 
of every individual of this congregation, in a case 
so affecting, when united into one mass, present to 
Him and to the world a n«w prodi^ of Christiaii 
charity. 

Now to God the Father^ &e. 
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. IT hw \/ms ^^A Jl^li^ ^EiQ^s^ truest desbe of ]|i|r 
Jheart, : to see tW edneation of deslitato childrws !• 
tills etoafibryy taken lip with a spiriVaiid extended ta 
a degree^ proportioned to the idea we must aU ^bave 
formed of. its sacred ties9 and importaiice. it is isi* 
pq«sible| I tliink^ tfaat atiy man capable of die least 
reflection, should not be sensible^ tbat^ to draw a9 
ineJmrQpted generation from the evil of the day^ 
tvoidd to socic^ty j)e an incalcnlable blessing. Nop 
can we be ignorant, "that^ if the religion of Christ has 
any one duty n^pre imperious than another, or com- 
mon humanity any, claim on our hearts, that may be 
deen^d paramount, or even irresistible, it is certainly 
this. ¥ery numerous, indeed, have the occasions 
be6n, oQ which it has fallen to my lot to <(nforee 
these tratl^ : and^^ thoutgh J cf^nless I feel k^ih pride 
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and eoDwUtion in contemplating even the slender 
benefits that have ensned ; yet deeply^ at the same 
time^ do I regret^ that the consequences naturally 
to be expected ffiom insufficiency of attention to this 
great concern^ are^ every hour we exists more and 
more awfully verified. 

I fear, my friends^ we need not go far to discover 
the true scmree .«f our tor^r and indilferes^ in this 
cause. Had we more of fervent^ genuine religion in 
our breasts^ it woulB not have been thus long and 
shamefully ne^tected. But the truth is^ that^ with 
the exception of k chosen few^ we have universally 
departed from the letter and spirit of our calling. 
Wc have sunk a religion^ destined to elevate man to 
the sublimest virtue, into a system ^ of vile aecommo- 
diitidn[ wfth thi^ passions atid interests of this world. 

^.^ .,5,5* *- , » . 

ToF^Be design btice fbrmed of extirpating Ghristiani«- 
iy by Violence and p^rsfecuiloii, has' succeeded oot 
more "Kieiy to effect that purpose, because lessappa. 
rent. ' The great ^nemy of odr s^lvaticm has not 
ceased to combaf. He has merely changed bis 
weapon^. 

• s 

}n the daiy s of Christian fervor he went about 
^^like a roaring lion, seeking whom he might de- 
^^ vour.^^ In tbese days of refinement and effemi- 
nacy, like the timid serpent, be creeps, and gives 
death undet flowers. Yiolence is abandoned as a 
bad system. For, contrary to his hopes, it only 
tendetf to people the world with proselytes, and bea-. 
vent with martyrs, ^o seduction and insinuation 
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f^ Itfts tii^refore h%A T^eottr4fi« Crimes are strippeA 
of tbeir natural turpitude. They, are embellished 
aud adorned. Our r easen is betra^red. Our senses 
are iaseinated.^ He has left us the external exercise 
0fwx religioii; but has raised altar ag^^t altar. 

A.  \ V 

Whit is the cbtisequencfe ? Why, his triumph is 
nearly campiete. The -mystery of iniquity has 
nearly absorbed the mystery of jioliness ! What the 
cruelty of tyratitsxixildnot accomplish, is rapidly 
acconipliishing by s^ftep means. Never did the earth 
contain such a number of Christians as at ibis hbur. 
Never did it eohtain so little Ohristianiiy. 

Surely then I may be allowed to say, that it is 
not under such circumstances, great and efTectual 
means will ever h^ applied to regenerate the morals 
of our unhap[]iy people. It is nptfrom such passioM 
as toa generally enslave us, those scourges of human 
society, ambition and selfishness; not from a sys* 
tern of vanity, the most eixeessive and puerile ; not 
from luxury, the most linmanly and sensual; not 
from pride the most unfounded and overbearing; not 
from impurity^ as cruel itif its pursuits a^^ destructive 
in its consequences ; not from pampered idleness, 
bilking in the sunshine of prosperity, and oppres- 
sfaig that sou which calls aloud for active i|Dd use- 
ful citizeiis; not frbm religion, upheld, as a learned 
Prelate has recently luid justly rt^marked, in state 
proclamations, while excluded from practice;^ not 
from fashionable infidelity, reviling what it isi incom* 
potent to refute; not fromv the very ministry of 



6od| t^emii^ wjttb ilitntdei9> ^ tAisI tiial at kU tiiae^ 
but more especially in the present^ Inquires almost 
the zeal aiQd laboar of ad apo«tIe. 

Surely^ I repeat it| i^is not from such a gulph of 
degeneracy^ the divine flame of charity will eVer 
arise to compass mighty things in the cause of Hea* 
ven and i)^llbw creatures ! Familiarized with inf.. 
q^uity oiirselve^^ how shall the torrent of it that flows 
* in the subordinate classes of life pierce and afflict 
our hearts ? Prodigal of our own souls^ how shall 
we burn for the salvation of otfaeta ? 

■I 

No^ it is a forlorn hope! The true christian 
alone is heir tothe zeal of his divine Master. Were 
it necessary to lay down his very life to prevent but 
a single crime^ or save a single soul^ the ardent love 
of God and his neighbour would readily determine 
him to the aaerifice. 

Happy, thrice happy, would the state of our soci^ 
ety be at this day, bad the orders I now address 
possessed but a spark of that heavenly spirit! 
What peace, what harmony, ii^hat ordei^, what love 
and unions what submission to authority woQld be^ 
diffused over the face of thi^ unhappy nation? 
Bach resigned to the station which l^rovidence had 
assigned him ; exact to fulfil its obligationS| and 
proposing nothing to himself but with God iCt ita 
head, disposing the whole by his wisdom, animating 
it with his spirit, enriching it by his liberality, sancti- 
fying it by his grac^ supportbg it by his power ! 
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At the TiiafW of saelm bleseed i^ceiae^ who woofd 
not feel himself ioeluie^ to exclaim, like Balaam 
before the camp of the Israelites^ ^^How goodly are 
^ thy testa, oh Jiusobj^ and thy tabernacles^ oh Israel !'' 
7hia 18 what trmp religloQ, dniversally known and 
practised, would have prodneed* This is the efTect 
it wroiight on its early disciples, that singular and 
i^traovdinary description of men, ^ho arose all at 
once in the very bo^m of pagauism^-^the friends of 
peace, who ol^eyfed, and even pray ed for ' the pros^ 
perity of their persecutors, and were as much dis* 
tinguished for the * love of one another, as for the 
unequalled purity of their lives. There wei'e riehea 
and poverty among theta, and yet thjBy were neither 
riclh nor poor. Love alone equalized every thing. 
They had but one universal will, the will of God ; 
one spiiit, the spirit iof BoH ; one interest, the interest 
of all. Divine operaUnh of religion ! what are now 
thy substitutes ? Mutual repulsion'ambng Christians : 
private interest almost exclusively pursued: dis^ 
guised enmities : secret envies : perfidies in friend- 
ship : antipathies in marriage: diidcord in families': 
animosities of parly : jealousies of profession : trea- 
sons against the state: a general fermentation: 
hatred rankling within, im sword unsheathed witti«^ 
out ; a nation, forced in its own preservation, to arm 
chiefly against its. own unnatural children: cilizena 
still k%pt together by their want^, dfvicied I)y their 
pkssions : exterior courtesy^ no sentiment of a&e^ 
Hon : protestations thait cost nothing, no real ser- 
•Iffces : an assemblage of imini^no s^etety ! A melan- 
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eholy pietufe this. Ho dopbt.; tlmt ^th you it lies to 
say whether it be ima^oary or not. 

/ 

Perhaps you may allotir l me M uhew^ in a^ sbbrt 
digression, that if our. iuaeiksibility :to: the pressing 
elaims of the rising geiieraiion .t)roceed from our 
corruption, that corruption has its chief source in the 
very education we have received.: Yes>:my; friends^ 
if the people are victims, because absolutely uhtu* 
tored ; so are we, because the stress in our educa- 
tion is not laid where it ought. Nothing indeed is 
usually omitted that can fit the youth of both sexes 
to play a part in the world; the one to climb by 
iheir talents ; the other to triumph in the wretched 
drcles of vanity by the- grace of manners* But a 
deep aind indelible sense of their duty to God, a 
ixed horror of vice, and noble disdain of folly, 
where is the parent who thinks sufficiently of in* 
spiring ? But admitting that some pains are employed 
On this head, of what use can ttey be, if, from their 
infrequency and languor, they are considered by 
children rather as a debt paid to custom and routine, 
than a thing of serious and: ^^vftil. necessity? How 
shall the superficial tincture of religion aud. virtue 
bold against the rising passions of youth?: No; 
when the season of their hurricane comes, wHat lies 
merely on the surface of the heart, will be: torn up 
and swept away like chaff before the vTindi^' No'; 
if impressions penetrate not to Hie very bottom of the 
soul, are not united with our ?ery being, never 
shall man resist, for;, any fflme, the powor of the 
enemy within, or of the w^rld without The evidence 






^f ibis is on every «i<le of us. Besides, of what 
use are ihstruetions^ even assiduously and fervently 
conveyed, without unceasing vigilance to cut off all 
dauget of corruption ? We know, tbat to relax in 
this partienlar but a moment^ is sometimes fsb;aL 
Rememhev that our Saviour* scarce slumbered wfaeik 
the tempest arose to overwhelm the vessel that bote 
Ms disciples. Remember the counsel of the Wise 
Man^ ^ Never lose sight of what you value, and are 
^^ in danger of losing^'' Remember the fate of the 
unfortunate Dinah^ ^^w|io went out without being 
'^ accompanied.^^ What tears the compliance of a 
moment cost the afflicted Jacobs and what torrenip 
of blood were shed to repair the injury he received* 
Indefatigable ftttention (&en to this point is indispen^ 
isably necessary. But who, at this^^ day, make it a 
rule never to admit their children to improper Inter- 
cenrse? How ofiten^ on the contrary^ are they {^^ 
mitted to pass warm froiii the lesson of piety and 
firttte into oircles qf ple«isure and dissipation^ where 
^very thing they hear and see tends to enervate the 
inind and corrupt the heart ? How often are innocent 
^ris matronized^ as the phrase is, by women of 
fiharacteis worse than dubious;, as if the rank and 
iibtiftction of sueb eonductoito cduld be eonmdered 
as a ahield of protection against the contagion itf 
notorious freedom and lubrieiiy of manners ? It wQl 
easily^ I believe^ be admitted^ that the world posi- 
9MM»9 the secret of making perfect proselytes to 
vice without giidng any direct lessons on the subject j 
and that many a youth may be thought a sakit at 
^^e^ who ^ known among his associates an a libera 

U. 
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Hoe at the wry irst hope ; and wha 8eeie% lan^ 
at t^ inbeeOity of his parentSy who could rely on 
tteory^ and oiwlook the force of example^ 

I rannet' onit reprobating on thb head flie too 
ibmiliar kitercourse ta «whiclr chfldrNi are admitted 
vkh neniala. For to say nothing of the coarse and 
jpxMieliDg habits they nmst coMeqaently imbibe; 
mnthittg ef tiiose arrogant^ overbearing, and super- 
itflioim notions thai are necessarily contracted from 
hmig detted and' fawned on ; the great danger i% 
ttat as smrvants^ in general^ have not been blessed 
with the advantage of edaeation^ and are under no 
ioft of restraiol, bat what arises merely from the 
diead of disnissaony thejr will oflen utter fau^i]Mge^ 
•nd betray principles^ that sink deep into the lecoileo* 
tion of yom^ mindB^' and naturally produce the most 
d^oraUe eflBscts. Nay, we need not be told Umit 
Hmre nepenoss in this order of life, who wffl seere*» 
Ij flattw the passions of risragyeutt, and eren fbimd 
their hopw of a frrtwre independenee^ on a lea^ tod^ 
flikiislratioii to the Titet appdites. Many a man, I 
6ar,,in a veiy di&real class from Umil speak e^ 
owes ^ advaacement and elenlion in this world, 
not eertainly to so infsrnal a ministfy, bnt ImiiM easy 
and conninng kind of rule which a ytmUi m^ essw 
pertottce in a state of puptbge. , * 

Besides flie psuils I Inive Insisted mi,. I .'medid 
remind pannts^ haw iliintte idmost ate^thO' qoalitiM 
necessary to sueeeed in sedaeiag^ I may si^, te 
nuiierstaodhig and the Imurta of diildre%:^. t» thn 
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knowledge And love of viftae* There tshoidd hk 
tenderness to engage thefr affbetion ; bounty id 
nitntt their confidence ; gravity to draw their tt^* 
pect ; authority to hold them in submission ; aflkbi*^ 
lity to render their dependence atniahle ; severtfy 
that has nothing revblting; compliance that has 
Qiothitig base ; mildness that knows how to forgive ; 
firmness tihat can punish and repress ; wisdom that 
can sometimes diss^mble^ and seem i^oYant of what 
it sees ; dtep attention t6 disci»velr their ruling 
passions ; attention, if possible^ still more A^p^ tA 
i^onnieract them^ and yet conceal the diil^overy ; fA 
fine^ almost as mtay forms of proceeding as thi^A 
aie chUdrin to «daeate ; for as eviry plant reqnirii 
not ihe same kind of eultnre } to^ wliat would ba 
useful in forming the mind of one chiM, would be 

dangerous or even &tal^ in fonoi^ that df another. 
But wfacnre ate the parents who would know tbedl^ 
iM^lvi^s in this tepresentation ? Senslbfe they may |% 
l^lti^ juitii% bed S(i#h a tax on their time and atteift^. 
timi, is fotind incompatible with th<^r ordinary puiii. 
mii§i incompatible with a life of effeminacy anA 
ittdotenee | of buiines» or intrigue } of play or plea^ 
ga^ i of tran^nilliQr und repose^ What is the cmi. 
sequence? Why in the little they may do to forward 
tfakgMat^work, th/fty falliato A Uiottsiind errors; 
biiiiS ^ectadtoore by tamoar «id mptlkmee, 
than l^* sound tiid AMrimii reieeiioii^ 

, 'i S^ft?fM ; Avon btuiyi t6 exc^A in the treatment 
«f thiiirieAdUhton f^ ebirveriiiig an oeeh^on kr whfdb 
«Mldehf^ftiiikiiflste the hmi/ ilito 
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H system of downright persecutioa* WbeQ ealled 
dn to repreheodi tbey do it ia .wor4(3 of wormwood 
ftud gall. WJhen forced io approve^ their maauer is 
cold and discouraging^ They neither do justice tp 
the virtues, nor can forgive the weakness of youth. 
No entreaties can mollify, no tears disarm them. 
Their families are the region of eternal tempests, 
w)iere nothing is heiurd but the moatis of the oppres- 
sed, and the bellow; of the * tyrant. The unhappy 
vietims may be truly said, to feed on the bread of 
tears and wretchedness. They, consider tbdr pa« 
rents as the most cruel enemies <; loathe and detest 
Iheir precepts; «nd nevercan bektdaeed to consider 
that virtue amiable, which is recommended in accents 
df terror, and enforced by unsupportable authority » 

Hence the most ardent longing for emancipation. 
Bonce do the youth of one sex plunge early and 
openly into vice, more perhaps from rage against 
their persecutors, than from nataral inclination ; and 
^se of the otherr often at the traderest age, fly into 
the arms of the first .fi^aa who offers to be their de. 
liverw ; form unequal and inglprbus matches $ or 
beeome victims of a far more deplorable misfortune^ 

• » ^ - 

There may be, however, and often b, a defeet in 
the conduct of parents, of a nature the very opposite; 
namely, that of loving their children too mucb, <xr 
more properly speaking, to their ruin. ^^He that 
<^ spareth the rod,'^ saith the Wise Man, ^^ hateth 
^ Us son: but he that loveth him ; ehastenetii him 
^J&e&Bfis/^ SrMdfttil an the eoffit^ueiiees oC that 
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Mind ^flbotion wl^eft will isee nofaiiltina cbiia; and 
#uSSdr all the untoward propensities c^ bis uatuYe 
to ^ow op and s^eogthen frjim tbe feac of aflELietiog 

them by controul. r* . 

' ' '  h' 

* .  . 

It is not uaeommon to see such ^^Oed childron^ 
if I may ase a received expression^ treating even 
tbdrtoo indQlgenipacents with babitual insolence 
l|i|d disjrespect ; starting into ungovei^nable sallies of 
rage at the slightest opposition to tbeir will| be« 
45onie absolute pests^ not only in their own familieSf 
tint wherever ibc^ are admitted ; and betraying^ on 
all oee^isioiis^ oieh sii^st^ propensities as should 
jnake parenis trembly lor their future happiness. ^ 

]But what miist we think, wheii^ a^ they advance 
In years, iheir vices and irregularities are overlooked 
from the same principle? When parents are found 
to treat flie most notonons profligacy with unabated 
familiarity and niectifin ; imy frequently listen with 
Sidles and complaee^ney to the history of the most 
.icandalous j&esiks and excesses 1 

Oreal Q^d,. with whiU jnsiice shall such chijldren^ 
at the ekse.of an unh^^py life, descendiiig perhaps 
Blip the grave^ covered with abominations, and des- 
pahrmg of fhtorily, pour burning curses on the head 
0t thase wha might have prevented so dreadful a 
eatastrophe^ hy loving th^m as they ought to hav« 
kfVedl 
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Hy friends^ imars invested by imtitfe and re^ 
ligioD wHh ft kind ef sovereign anthority over our 
ehiidren. let us use it with tender relaetanee on 
all occasions ; but wben, necessary^ with inltexibtb 
justice. Nothing should stand between as and this 
mast samrefd du^. 

It Wits the eblivioa of it that dtew doWn the Ten- 
geance <of 0od on the head of fieli and hii^ Whole 
family* They perished in one hour! Nor can we 
fiH^ that David> by overlooking^ from mfistakeil 
affec(io% the first eriine of his son Absalom^ soon 
fcimd him an usurper^ and wanting nothing bui the 
occasion^ to become a parrbide ! Another capitid 
errw^ to which parents are liable^ is^ not so much 
tiie feelings as tiie betaraying> k greater ft»gard fyt one 
child than another. DM «(kth a distinction arise 
from a diffisrenee itt their deserts^ it might be jusr- 
^edy as going to promote a spirit of eniutatien ift 
^d conduct; but foondedi generally^ on puret^^ 
price/ Of some quality merely eiLtrinsie^ and ofieti ten^ 
In favor of the most Unworthy^ I need not 6bserve^ 
tiiat it is as opposite to reason^ as it is irreconcilable 
With die principled of r«iigton and ^fae islpaftfidiity 
irf nature; besides thai it invariably goes Mr e^tte 

the worst passions in the breasts <tf chfldfeni DiMr 
they who are Ibvwd ixk\» tbt attade, iMIverad tmut 
to the most tttotti^fing ne^eet^ t» make Moin fip ^ * 
aaottopoly of one^ will Ua\ it to thi ^iekf iM 
bum with implacable hatred and resentment kgidKit 
the favourUe; and be in^>elled to despise^ if not 
detest the parent who is capable of such manifest w^ 
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jfttiticti Nerki limit of expMence to my^ fbat « 
stroi^ and hlbte reeoUwtmi of that iiijuidee^ id 
am9^4m»pteH&pveAh3the^^ tke<mMOtt of youth; 
iM tlwt iMirMta Itaife lo^ed in vtm for that filidt 
ajfeetlon and daty wfeleh tib^y once took no pains to 
ffmmi^ or rather UboiHed indkee% to enE&igiakh* 

The hMt ohstatki'to suceeas in tbts came^ and 
one abMlotely Miimperahl^ isihe want <tf fedifying 
deportment in parents. Whese this ia wanting^ "ail 
ether eftirta are bat sd^ma modiery. it ia the 
longest, 'abne of eonvnon senae^ to aoppose tiuit 
ehtldren will retaaa ksaoiur of raligm and idrtae^ 
whatever solemnity may beased to kifilc them^ when 
ttey have hourly before their eyes so great a con- 
teadic^^ m a iSbiaqpatoi mr vieioos exanple in 
U» veiy pearsoii ^ ihtaat instnMor, St. Paul has 
dbaer^edy in lua lejtter to TisMtfay, that a minotor of 
miigkm sfaMld be eswn^i from reproacii; and^te 
this obvio^ iMsott^ beeanse no cifcnmstanee is miovi 
AMessaiy to glrev^eet to ninistey^ Ait if we 
mq^pose bis Mfe to meoB frola mvesli^tisni w in 
otter words^^ has ioBtipetmis and reprebenaona to 
lAish far 1m WMiAtfy whai part does he perform h^ 
apoi^poos Ivee^ iHiteh inrealUy has nothing s^oos 
mm flie deep larid ^Mmdttg,* seandal it eato&s on 
reiigian ? iWith what graee^ admonishes the. same 
* Ayoi^ shatt he htvd^h against adoUeiies^ femii- 
^atiad^ htoq^lmniy^ hnakigimiy es any oOmt crime^ if 
wetj wwd be utters bear dfaraetly against himself ? 
Qt «dmai&ig ftathe tohw care to eoneeat from, the 
kmMrMge^ of dbe. worU^ ttw. whole eaLteai ot his 
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ttiiworthines9> from what somree i§ be to dr&w tlMl 
foree and fervour so neeessary to impress bis hearers^ 
if it be ime thai the heart alone eah speak to the 
faeart ? The word of God eomes then degraded awA 
weaicened from his l^s ; and not this only^ but he 
tenders it sospeeted^ and consequently onfmitfel^ iu 
the mouth of better men. For the worlds to justify 
Itselfy will affeet to apprehend the same viee^ in boUi^ 
and profkounee with little diffioilty the whole fonetioit 
to lie mere art and imposture; nor has it a more 
usual ^ippeal^ than to the tonduet of those who pre- 
sume to condemn Mu This is the eternal knguage 
of all libertines, and the salt of ail their Bsitre 
i^ainst religibn and its ministers* . ? 

, In ejuietly the isame situation^ or if poss^e mwe 
unproductive of fruity is the par^it who t^es nid 
eare to edify his children. A debauched idtber may 
indeed compose a serious faee^ and speak to his sKwa 
in sentences on liis duty to God^ and the debase^ 
men! of bring mastered by his pasmms ; or a womas 
of the world may read, for mere variety^ a leejto» 
to h^ danghter on the advantages of modesfy, re^* 
serve, and retirement. But what dfect virilt ritbei? 
produce, but a manifest impatience o^ or a sii^pres* 
sod , contempt for such bardac^ effrontery ? But 
again, with what indignation shall we think of these 
who use no effort whatsoever, to weaken the ^SS&A 
id thmr conflict $ but train up their diildren c^nly 
and directly to viee and irreligion i sporting in theii 
presmicp with the most sacred tidngs; holding Ian- 
guagl avowedly or tcaospfOrently obscene $ piMmg; 
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wiMt lmMi*v« BMl iititiUft fcpM of te«MgliB4 

miW^n»t ttifst of ficlkoft and. eiudiiBive ant^ioib dF 

eit^VtfiMi at a futan d«^;' m if^ not eonfent i^iA 
feeii^ peiiQiiilljr m^m ted^ aliainlciBQd^ tkejr woalfl 
pa^tiiMBitbw triiBies and inj^ty m a giulligr raeei 
iMid£fmia4b»^lMtt9tt of iii^lMib^ oontbuiato nmAb 
li0ilT^o afid 'Mith ia^tiie pttrsiMHt <rf tfasir eMlden^ 
W iMfQ flia tongir in a m^adt^^ af dabg sa themseltea? 
H juek pftmita dfuibie nai «t tfae.tkodgbts joi Cby 
yAngsaMe, O. jwt and rif^teotia €MI !( wliat mam^ 
k^t ^ kflfu^ dan hAW cause to tramUe? Let 
ihtm^^ lite ana pivents nmomg us reflect oa tlna awfid 
Wd t«o lalidMgiUB ^ealeiiee^ ^the^ Bl^ idtt I 
^^ XM|Qiil» atiyMt U«d8.^^ Tl%^bl€ml ! If sueb ba 
^m Imgmg^ti QoAhlmM^fy drieadf idly fwe^iranii^ 
Uian> 'bttiar^ te* bMti»> 4hey had nevt&r beeSbbciii^ 
ikm do tfaa vnn^^ of IBatan in die vary bosom of 
llMir ftmiliea ; msif eostrasy to Ibo lo»d ciy of 
atfkiwe^ dolibemtelypkiigoAaff children in aa abyai 
idH^poial and everlaating* 

]je(r aieiai^ bomicHmi metey^ at length ark« to 
llMftinidleaB genenrtion wttkb I plead for^ who v 
kttve nrn^ bat no ta help^ tiieiii in the witya of ete^al 
lifo^ ISfmekf 4ni!i^ a oiiidatry of eleven yeara^ 
UMe I onaMedy in a aia^ inatanee^ to speak of that 
hoiir^duuk ni|^ woefatty enlighten yon on flie eoiH 
a(M|n«iaoaof 4na^i^g in this <^a0e# 

N 
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Wktttiiow hOTsI to tell yM^ biii<l»t ilyiViM 
would still M6ii to lewe 70a 1o adqitilie alten»tiy0 
between its judgraeiits a&d ydur daiy. Bcialfe^ ^e% 
ud execute instan^^ ^mwt i&staBfly;'^ kt^m^ 
di^ as far as ^o power extends^ tlie sc^ly of 
abominatiim throiigik the land. Separato fte impel* 
lated >eMld . from tht unexBmjkeA eootagiM ^of tlte 
day ; and resist the erS^ that already exbts^ hgr the 
in^msiilg energy of evir^ GhristiaA virtoe. Let 
peace, order, and regahiff goveffiiBieiit have yMtt* 
cteadiest eonntenanee ^ they are foadMiental^pohils 
of oar holy religion, and foanti^tts of all sodal hap- 
piness. Be not delnded 1^ the speckms cry^ of hon* 
dage and opprtamn issmng from the dmi of ^e 
murdeitor and anarefaist, and indnstriomly kept iqp 
by inflammatory puUieatioits, md too aoiire m^ 
cendiaries^ but oppose, by every nenra of yomr 
etrength, a most c«iageons system of insidioidiim^ 
jlion luid crimes, that bids fnir to have bo mal b«t 
one, JB tbe history of the wbrie ctviliBBsd woiid*! 
Away with that uBfPWtby spirM, too eownsn IImv 
among as, which, from mese motives <tf ^parsoBal 
imimosify to ruling powers, would avea favowr dm 
eanse of treason and disaffection. Oh ! how moefa 
has the man who rises not at this great crids ab<we 
^^veling ^considerations ; who siirioB not.tim Ultte 
feeling of dis^)pdi^sd hopes or. unreqitftQd tor- 
viees, ip a noble, maaly^ and gemmnis «eal^ tine 
.salvation of his country ; bow moeb, I:sayy has be 
to leaxn on the nature of true glory ! I^it the atos* 
eious scenes that have passed in amMiher^^utiiost, .in 
such rapid add limf^vipg supcemon^ aud.jrlwAi 
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01^1^ ^ eowtitotkHi with wbkli. Proyideiice hu 
l^ltiii»*^g; fog bir «i ii|i P ft d »..wi|p|syer itojpifi^i||i|ie|i 

Mi^il^ 4mp4 frMQi^ Wbftt ii9ll(f»% adminiitei^ed t|3r 
mim^ eMk oiSiBlit^ be alti^hiir 4D»ipa^abK) we 

III. iiMmMi. %^ W»^ wUbout gtandii^ 

Ql^thMm¥^iM.PXk ord€fj^ M^.ft %^i^on of blopcL 
Hm^ ii» 4Mel«f4i if you iiva^i^, that tb^. ^mmh 

tlwlr:^hiN(^ ivittu^iba 4i|ife$ /efwfop^l all rigb^ ao 
iMit» by wlmt aomiiMi^-aaA^fidt s^ tta^rum*! ,Tbe 
flaaq^ ffif iMs^.ibat eoma ^bUy before you^ should 
ivam 99MM#iwka*y m dli|jM the tiaBmeii* 

dottarlMmiMiaalWBal soow^^ thstt&B 

atie% s saalr.^'W.; pudeaiee. .would, faai^ : direeta^ 
Miagpte^^l^^ aiid,raiaoraal^ 

pumfeiaatiiaittea abroad^ Bot^ thank God^ lay si^m 
4i ila<yf ig aapatidr to aiy fears ; and Ifaat I havepro- 
OMrtaiiibB Irafc iatefrdit ofibe pfoople, too faitbfaUy 
ittdiM^Song^lli tturii^ tteizfall^H'aod ever wfli 
tmk'iat-ikmj fcgr a ilriiiieliA^i»J^9M oa their i^sM 
fteri^^iriri QxaamBB* % Map tluU^^reat Beiiig, who 
iMlb^^dl^^thMB^ iita f«ifee;of W.fmphet^;''th 
jffTJI^iBhMiaega «4keib;a> aalkm^ bt»t nn is/&ete* 
^yimrfh^it ally ! peo]^$? m^ •be.^ve us to, ie$ « 
lteii>li<io«ijiiiaa^h«»» vi<|iai^all drowti thereeoU 
^hMtalk^ Jikm mii^f^^ da; ) ; iaoceaae the : peaoi^ 
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l^bryi and, (HroilM«% of tiib eomiif^^ iii4 Mliijil: 
iiaUy^ th^ owA iMpj^Mss bete awl ibr^erii ! . 

iBOwtiinrto IheceorpbaMt. BetlM Wft^ll»4fl«v«v 
Vfened a si^a irisykM ibv Ae proteetiMi «f 'boMii 
«eti0e, thaa iqbiiaiiiMy dtthiliQ bl08ilnsfroit>it»l^ 
m4 east it 01^ agKita' t» & wadd «f ukitty mk vkw. 
i^od fnrlndilMl I»bdti)il my, thit yoii BWtt«et tb» 
very thoaghtHritIi albfaoiTOBce ! Bat-^»» ilB \^im 
io asky what is to become «f poliUcttfeMrlttk^tBittf 
CiUsshett? WhaAresMtteebit¥»<beyiirMielr»e»Wy 
but to tighten a.Wvdeiil tkey atfr ttMSiitwl* te sttp- 
pori? (ky wlK»:^ltell lie, that saeh -MilatNiihr shook 
•a Uua.great itistitiitioa «Btpwi(Bead>^ Ihqii pMei^g 
year, mistiiolskkitffftwes? • 
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bited^ iwvii Imi to xentd qgr^mini^e niidiuwiMiiifan* 
oy? SfanU W6 basre teliw Qp^tba mmi aA»tti^ 
ofcgeet with IServor^ wyr^inth ^qtjMMmiuiy a^dl^ii^ 
children «orfeitedr wilh a hauUe^ fifMty wfimtigBt it 
to dj^livion and naglent? I» tida tali^^^ .^ ia'at 
haqmniiy ? How trcrly^ indaad^ dOM tlw piiQi^bat 
^eaoribe na^ w)ien i^. spAaka i^f tl^ae honrto ^ imx^ 
that ate aaailj moved^ birt with diflinltj fisai} 4t 
father^ whose dktinguipMBS iwark h atamal.iiieiai» 
tiliiy ! How teiribk k ^the aealwM^ iiddch laai^f 
Christ haa prfmottitaad againafe tfaaii^ j^^dio iaaft 
^ha^lppot his baid to the plngh^ a»d kddbg 
^ baek^ ja fit for the l(higdeiii of Ood.^ He datn Mt 
aay, that he leaea hia right to ihe fctogioft nf Aad^ 
or ia in danger of beisg excluded from ft* Bat that 
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fSlW t#»i0MPM!» f n4" it; M^o? to tfeB iMn^^lf 
WMkness of eommetteing a building, but to leav^ It 
iBperfeei: or in other words, a disgracefal moiiu> 

|!^flfq^^lettarly p]^dg6d io those imfaiq^y uif|»ut8 ? 
^nO >yf)p not recolleet haw dear they one^ iiie^e to 
you?, j^w €bei^«l|ed^, how patrooixed by all the 
irirttte, wealthy i^d pask -of the iiatii^ ? What can 
ka?e happened to estrange you from them^ if it 
Ii» n^ H <P!Wi§ 4pK .4^ hpploiur to your j^rotee^otty -ftid 

yniMHl a tfpeMl^ i^ tU^ momeiili, as^glodpo^tp 
|irii9ip4MrttiiaiMiii«tothefaei^ \ 

.■'-:• . . ■• 

I <Wil>yw ftrt fe«^«a|^ ^ttOdr ease is pecuUu? 

iiwt^ »U 4»stitttte «bjflcigy tbey aie «miueiitljr tte 
«Mll«»MliithfileM, vMtbeiibsfl, wilhont^B^ bdu^ 
mfclf<> AH tlieHiride Mvtii to «hed a teat fop ibfik / 
HiifiH<liiwn» «|i«iild4i be theirs to ind tiieo^elvea 
fjbif^ii^ ? Will ywlie^ tliat w^and voice, which 
Imw t^ grMiy thaty ^ <• n«t the fatherless in tbeic 
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God! you «r^bef<ve hml .h# s^w yw ! . bn: wJU 
jvdfB jFQtt t|ii9^ hpiir^ M lie, will |p4gi^ ye^^ §» wmh 

fl«iy|i^ tlmiym ii our bupa i^ mweji slmiU j«i 

jf^^mon of nj\imm^^ * 

Oh ! niy friendsf I recollect days, ^^htn ihi^ cmMW) 
I now ple9^4 <^uld ^ «P^ weiccy in glorioua* Brofi»« 
8ion. But^ like# tale too often told^ we hear ttui 
persevering appeal to us with increased mdiffi^ence; 
the attractipn of novelty is gone. Th^ world hai 
resumed its ascendency. We resemble the unsteady 
Israelites^ who bowed and adored when they first 
saw that resplendent cqlnmn of fire that led them by 
night through an untrodden wilderness^ but relapsed 
again into their former indocility^ as soon as. the 
august spectacle became familiar to their eiyes. 

I trusty however^ that this day will, evince that wa 
can be ourselves again. Little passions may batV:e 
their influence. They spmeiipies steal on the nobl^t 
dispositions. But^ where a principle of true gr^t- 
ness exists, a moment of crisis yiU infiiUiUy aall 
it forth. And^ from the experience I have had oC 
you^ \ do boldly affirm^ that you were not born to 
be moderately affected^ when the ciy of one hnne 
dred and twenty perishing iidTimts resoondsi in yon|r 
cars. . 
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I hmim f^ Am to ht AiiMteS Iff ^^ ^F^t^ 
wbidi I trust is .swtkeiietflio you; Yod Isnow (M 
too critical situation in iv^bich they stand. I have 
alrtatiy, I Miet^^ stafied, that the result of tfi^ last 
fl|ipeai tortile pofaliii wte ttne^nal tb <Ae support of 
oma^fbiiitb of thefl^ ndmber* I oleed not state> tini 
tli» i^fsoitrof the ^(^eot^ appeal must be every way 
worthy 0f yoo^ €t thdi^ d^iitioy is decided. What 
thilfdeatitey wdnld be I have faintly sketebed. Of 
these most wretched creatures^ my friends, I had the 
ba|)pinMft of being tto *irst advocate. May Heavea 
avert, that I should know the iflexpressible misery 
of being their last ! 



Tou ask, and the question is natural enough, how^ 
with a fond so far short, they could have been kept 
together to this day ? 1 am dot at liberty to inform 
you. I wish, for the honour of hun^an nature, I wan. 
Totrwtuld then discover what astonishing sacrificefll 
semis truly christian and compassionate are capable 
ot 80 ardent is the interest I take in this cause^ 
that X am at a loss to determine what sentence shall 
be thy* last. 

Oh ! my friends, did any of you stand this mo- 
jment in my plaee^ and plead for children whom his 
own eyes bad seen taken from misery the most ^appal- 
lii^, of whose present happiness and progress in 
every vhrti^ he was the frequent witness, whom the 
fiiFce of habit taught him tenderly to love, and who 
looked ii|^ to Urn a« a protector and a fattier ^ yes^he 



no 

toight be iempte^y^ as 1 nm^ 4o eiieroadi 
tience and indulgence of his hearers. 



Bot I have done. Most ferrenliy do t implote 
yon noC to soffiBr this trst of ioi^totlons to fiiU. 
8s¥e it \jj one mdile exertion ! Too live in tittes 
vrhen splebdid examples^ in sopport of teUgion and 
morals, are the sopreme doty of every Ghristimi 
and citizen. Ton live in titties when the fansHin 
character, I may so say, is nniversaUy on the stretch; 
and, according to its bent, will natdrally bedistt*- 
l^ished by great virtues or great orinies. 

Should any persons have cotte hither onaequain- 
ied with the pressing necessity <^ the case^ and 
therefore, possibly, unprovided to meet it to the ex* 
tent of their wishes : Go, I would say to them, and^ 
instantly apply the remedy. Go into the Vestry of 
this church and put down your names for that ki- 
crease of mercy which God has inspired ; and <^rry 
home the precious consolation of having formed an 
immediate opportunity of doing what your feelings 
and a sense of duty suggest. 

Should any otliers know the practice of contribu- 
ting on these occasions to a certein amount, and no 
more : to them likewise I say, Is it possible tlmt 
you can be thus masters of your hearts ? Has not 
true sensibility ite sallies and excesses P And are 
there not calls so imperious, miseries so touching, 
that to be directed by a given rule in Urar )nikf. 
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would seen beyeod the pewer erf the kaat impres- 
flible B«tttre«? 

To aU do I say^ be mereifd ! Oh ! be mereifUl 
noeofduig to the meMnre of the oecasion. Act at 
tSm i»itaiit as^ yoa would aet were you certaio thai 
Hm T^ry night your aoiil would be denTanded of 
you, Afit aa you would act did the t^aviour of 
theae <Mi^aBB stand vitnUa by their side ; reouDdiog 
you that his blood was shed for them as well as y ou, 
and implwii^ you wiA his owu lips not to render 
it unfrnitftiL Can I dismiss a Christian assraibly 
with a erauBidenttion more awful ! 



\ 



And now to God the Father^ fte* 
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i^'IMME^'MNkMiiMftf^ Igite unto you, ^fy$ii tow 

. one another. . ... 
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rWHATB¥BB diflGaligr I may f m1 m MttMipf^ 
mg to vwiy tUe grDSiid oS apfieal to Ike ttk«4ty of 
GhmtinASf k i» nMe thaa leompetiMted by the hope 
of boiog ii$efal to the cafoie ^ sod^ty ttnd mj feU 
low ereatares* Warm^i by this eoMidetfttiob, I 
kifwi 'the reeoUecAion of a irornoot sobieet, and eoiM 
before you with the eoidMeiiM id a amn^ who ktioWii 
f^tjbe i*aceii^pi^ always to the fifwift^ aor the -battle to 
the stroQg;" but that God ean make use Hf th« 
weakest iostriimeiitfii^ to execute his desigas of grace 
tadjomrcy* ' 

JNoiUn la IMe mpported by the reflscilion^ that '• 
the laaaifestly iucfeased respect for roUgion aod iti 
dolieS) goes to Mpenede, on thcne oceasiom, th* 
neeeMity <rfUbonottt affnrte to eBS»s» tito fMuiiioai; 
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BeAm the imiiittry of our Lord JeswCbiriity ^ 
world was a stranger to the prineiple of trm bene- 
volence. PhiloBophff gave pompons precepts tbal 
astonished the reason. b«t rwehed not the heart 
Amidst the rdUied and ostentatious lessona of the 
•age to explain the secret of human happinessy maa 
still remained a pctjr to himself^ that is, to Ids wo«st 
passions. The immense divermty of snperstitioiii 
manners and interests, had nearly diversiied the 
same nature, and left little to prove the simiAtfitgr^ 
iwt thecommon stamp «^ hnmanily; 

.. To peruse the records of t^ese pmriodsy one w#aI4 
think, that men owed their being to different and 
irrecondleable creators, who had placed them here 
below, to glut their animosities by ail Ae various 
]iorMrti:of etidUess war aid entoriaiaation. All the 
AmnM indrtfavagss of ambifiim found an apology in 
the pufiiuit 4>f glocy ; aadihe hU^MbtA iadulgenee of 
privato vengeance was leakHired with the namfe of 
publie justice* Oise siri^cbssfel .Vtilaln or another 
becwie the heiKi of the dagr.; And millions of human 
victims often paved . the Wsgrifot the parade 4^ a 
Mnmph, and short-lived iposaessiohefpve-emkmice 
and power. 



■i 5 ; 



I; J 



Such was, in a few words, the afflicted state of 
the world, whmi a divine and benevolent doctrine 
presented sE renu^y to ItsMiiidbiSahes. Alan, too 
lew andr4pid w«i» tbe*gilde&^day8of its iniMiieell 
I^ would h^ fprc^ f iwn ^y imipose, it wopld be a 
liielanGhelyJas|(, ae^ w^H aft too eiolcMive^fer a dis^ 
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ecyofM (tf tlift ntAxmi to trace tke early and variont 
departere of Ghriatian nations from the great law of 
peace^ love^ hfiA anion between men : and equally 
§By to mark all the passkma that infringe cm-virtOM 
ttlat aluMild tow from that godlike preeept^ in the 
private intereoarae ai life. I ehall^ tiierefore^ eon^ 
iae myaelf to the inflnenee it ought to have^ in two 
petnta that nclarly eoneevn ns. First, in inspiring a 
ifteling of tme brottierhood between Christians of 
every leligkma denomination. And secondly, in 
peculiarly disposing our hearts to the OKereise «t 
, mercy. 

I cm conceive, 4ny brethren, that Ohristians, eveA 
in thefftce of an imperious obligation to love One 
another, ^may yet sometimes be unhappily divided 
by their interests or passions ; that a sense of injury 
or insult may supersede the nobler feeling of for- 
bearance ; that the spirit of selHshness may steel 
the heart against the claims of humanity ; or the 
•tings of envy lead to the baseness that would u#- 
dervalue the merit, or to the calumny that wonld 
niin the reputation of another. 

But of all sources of disunion between Christians, 
it appears incomprehensible to reason, as it certainly 
Is aillictin'g to the heart of benevolence, that such an 
-^Ebct should ensue, and have ensued in all its bit^ 
temess, from mere difference of opinion, on pointu 
€t doctrine as unconnected with the fundamentals of 
that religion, as the variety of speculations that have 
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taken plwtt *» ^« nnti ud Mtanl srik •£ tba 
world, are wUb the eusleaes uf a God. 

I open the Gospel. I pee every thing to tmivaaf 
nothing to saoctioD this iHihap|)y purver#iim- of Hm 
spirit I see living Benevolence nniting the Jew 
and the Gentile, annihilating the distinction «A 
Greek and Barbarian, and delivering up to tfaBi.(£K. 
ecration of the bead and the heart, every prejadioc 
and passion that stood in the way of gBueml uiuoa 
and felicity. 

I see it pointing out to man the greatness of bis 
ori^n and distinction ; the dangers (tf worldly 
prosperity, the nlility of afflictions, the merit of sab-. 
Hussion and patience, the necessl^ tA rigsrous pri- 
vations; and thus kindling in his soul 1^ glorious, 
ambition of an imperishable good. I see it uniting 
him to bis fellow, by one common worship and one. 
common hope; and monldiuj; all the people of tbo' 
ej^th into the nature of one &nily, and that family, 
into one heart. 

I see all this ; but not a trace of countenance to 

intemperate and uncharitable seal, even in sui^Mirt 

td essential truths. Witness the instant and indig-* 

nant rebuke of tliat sanguinary and intolerant spirit 

in which alt the Jew appeared, manifested by Gluist, 

be wretched inhalutants of an unbelieving 

Witness his tender and indefatigable ^brt 

'e the prejudice of tbe wtman of Samaria. 

 it that tbod who art a Jew, cui ask drink 
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4* J^p«i; )h<M<B., m^ AMiuif^ . wHb the t^mniUDs." 
flaw be,.i«fipiHiU|i9dpaiBd ,lunuplf49 tlmt'pr^a^ive^ the 
i ln l ltwi t^ftemwftt i\ } :aHw th»'Vecy Ufi^agft of h«r 

ilMkip«^iiiy flb^t Imck ^ro^^pofritloii of ber no. 
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v'TlvottsN'fltM^* ^1>9)^) c^lt9fi 00 iKd ministry^ f9 

•eeondaiy otgeet^ To propagate a benevolent &{4ri^ 
and meiid the Imman heart, was evidently the first. 
M^mm^^kwiyr^m ws tfiipg, be was eminently the 
fifMNirt»f inwalityt ^1^ w^o^e of tibat troly &^ 
i#ief 4llfi«!l9^ wblcti be: ^Uvei^d on, the moant^ 
Wtint «x«)iwviily . to that &tA, > Tb^e was nothing 
Ml itwpf ik^f9fm\^mp ^ure.;. Jiiotbixig- tbM wna not 
.iwinfltliiitftly ^BfigPe^ t» jeyften and parifr the eoi^ 
dw<^ lUfftHWI^ *Jiation^ «f tlill* r-^* Blewied aro ^hft 
/^pMf ehlM^^my.ioii tbey shall bfi called tlieebildrai 
<<of 9oA^?V f'Blfi89<^tbe VAoretfal, |or they shiOl 
^ obtfflv iMWjrv f 1 ^^ JB^fPied tberomk, the pow^ in 
^^ «piliM)IH|i*9; eCibfMPli blfswed all who hunger aQ4 
^^ thirst after righteousnesV^ it istjttie- simple, but 
fervent enlogy of eveiy relative virtue, and every 
hm^ ii(')Wffl^^lfl$nmm^ beturcen men. 

SiM#iwUM:NipieriM)hp^ VRsdoqt And jjiis kt^ift, 

Jibiw»flim^imf^9i^imii0»»>^mvf9m^ m }v». l9tt«n 

p 
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to !Pitus. <^This is a faitbfal say!fig; anti'tliese 
'Mhings I will tbatthoa afltrm constan^^ timtthey 
^^wbo have believed be earefal to inaiiitaiD good 
^ works^ for these are profitable ; bat dv<nd fboHiAi 
^^qaestiom and donteffttotis aboiit the kw^ far (H^ 
^are nnprofttable and tahi.'^ And, 1> ati .siri!«^ 
trboever bas a isfdM eiqteMe of being !npv«sslM by 
language^ mast coneeive whart trae €)bris^ui benow^ 
lence is^ from a passage of tbe same Apostle^ wbieb^ 
Ibough familiar to every ' ear^ and ttierelflHra leas 
liable to strike, yet oqoals perhaps, hi pe6i^ wi 
strength, any thing recorded in the annali ctf fenttMi 
eloqnence, " 

^^ Thoaglr I speak with flie tongnes of tten ^uid 
*^ angels, and have flie ^ft of proph^y, -anMI niidei^ 
'^'standing of all mystery; and baveaH^il^so thMt 
^'i could remove monnteins, and beitow $Al my 
''^ goods to feed the poor, and give m^ veiy body la 
^be burned, and yet with aH these hWte not charity^ 
^^^I am nothing more than a pifece of somidilig faraaa 
^'or a tinkling cymbal.'^ Thai is,^ in {dKhi' Words, 
whoever is a stranger to the ardettt lo^O'^f h)i 
neighbour and of mankiMd, is still ignotanl tff^very 
thing purely evangelical, and farwhi^l Mld^'it waH 
Ihat Christ lived and died. \ ^ > ^- ' ^ 

And when 8t Johd, ttie plscnHairly lM9^c^» A'ff^ 
He of Christ, was reproached by hiii disciples ton 
constantly ' pieitfahing otf this iubj^et^ ^l 4rli#ng 
Youiid^ atleas^ lUsT instrnctfoiis lo 'fbl|i<)lke^ 
let us r^eblfecA bia memorabtfe aUisinrar^' ^ BeeaoiT^^ 
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^Uf tte i^jreeq^ of wot l^httiry wd wboef er be^ 
^^ i^ he skall be foaad p^eet before God.'^ 

» 
Wffm tQ ttieprefore tbat bas been satd^ it appears^ 
kuw petfeetive rf banan nature abd buman bappl- 
nieej ^th»t jffstum ia» wbkbi even ia the face of an 
owmj^ obaervM & brotbw ; wbieh is cue cwtini^d 
Um of eilKiftatitMi to ludxittiided benevoleQce^ aod 
vlMMia illttfitnow founder baa declared^ that its pro* 
Jianoss ihonld he known and immortalised by that 
ase Mothneot alone : tbna, pointing oot the m^f na; 
^ bt^iaiflig our Iteaven on earth, and antedating 
htxt below the jojrs and tranquillity of the blessed^ 

And yet it in- horrible^ to reflect, that instead of 
answmaig that happy end, it has, by a strange and 
aimatnral perveriipn of things, beecnne itself, from 
the day on^ which Gonstantine ascended the tfirono 
' of the Gssars^ to that in which we lire and breathe^ 
the wt^ soaree of iinplacable jam, and led to scenes 
at which every nerve of humanity trembles. And 
this, merely to ^vindicate and 4o honour (an imagi^ 
liatidn whieh the devil alone eonld surest,) to pi^r* 
tknlar teneis of faith. Teal Glnrtstians retaliating 
on each other by turns, every human ctdamity, piU 
Uging towns, dep<^ulatii^ h^PPJ ^^^ fertile coon* 
tries, inassacreing^ with uni^aring rage, even the 
helpless infant, aiid the tender ikx, without any 
motive, without kny spur, but miserable and furious 
attachment' to speculations undeterminable without 
a new revelation from heaven,' and yet which eatA 
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ware Uiiid enoi^ to eaiiedveM eiseatM emititiieiitg 
of Ohristiuity. 



\ I know nottriDg nsential to the credl ol a Ghmtmii 
but tkoto— -belirf is (^ b^ifig^ attfilMit68<^ govefiii* 
menty trinity and nnity^ of 6od ; tbal'be iitlte aatlNnr 
cf all nature^ and fountain of all onr blessingfir; Chat 
Ida prorldenee is nniversal as tlie KgM ; that V9t a»o 
lupottsible creatore8<^ dMiined for a state ^ ferity 
or misery everlasting \ that rigbteoiistieM of eoovrib 
la ittdlspettsible to oor oalvatioa ; tbit the Holjr 
(B^rit assists onrlnflmiity ; that Jesiis 6Mst ftioop 
ndeemer^ mediator^ advocate antf jufdge % and thai 
under the title of his intnito merits we are all pur* 
suing the same destination and fiitteKy. 

Kvery other point is^ eoniparatively^ frivolous and 
indifferent^ and wldch*ever we embraee or rqeet| 
aoeordmg to the result of our inquiry and judgment^ 
can neither add to nw diminish our right to the name 
of a Ghristian^ or any way. affect oor ]Metensi0na to 
the fivonr of God* And^ what good has «»ver arison 
Crom annexing imsf^ary importance to any thing 
n wlMi all Ghffistimis are not agreed ? We are auie 
of ihe bloody and prosoribu^ spiitt whfdi such a 
Bbel on right reason and true rei^on has ei^asp 
dered^ sore of the horrid and unparalleled evik it baa 
prodoeod ! But wb^e are the henefttaP Has it cast 
one feaUier into the scale of human virtne or biman 
happine«s ?- Has it been found that any one denomi- 
nation of Christians has universally cairied the palm 
of aprightBe89 and pore moraliQr? Is it not clear 
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tl«l itori! ntf «nd tmr ImV* bM% cabttBpkt «f 
tfttiitiMt WMfli «nd «iaw)Dt ^teprivity hi alt? 

, • *  < 

* • . •' d 

Perish then the pmciple that opposes the natural 
tMiieii63^ of iia» to tnai^ and has dcftoged Ae ^old 
and .<Aie mm woiMf witfai i^sies and calamitiM; 1 
ii«ir« i^eiLovrertcmv awa experianea* It is^ ahaiy 
tlMr^eaay sAtiik day^. avan with tte most benevolevi 
ittfetitioa of heaikif; sad ddiaj;. good^ to- hmsar tha 
ehai^af Jkha rwj pnne^le I have nam dq^kvad 
iMid aoi»idma «J. 9W myaelf I will s^r/fot yta my 
hf^ret^^ fat Ihe jtMly aaligbieaed of evi»ry saet^ that 
I trast there lives not one s^itk of it in aay comet 
of qm souls ; and that there is not any human crea* 
tote i* ^ Wide lap af aatfth in^ wbasa faee we riioald 
not read the clearest title to our best lore and ser* 

Tiee, 

\ 

Still nei^ I da not hesitate to assert ii, did the 
day axist^ when^- for the honour of a dinne telif^aaf 
addvUia wtlfiire of humanr teeatores^ it was mora 
aaeesMiy to Qaite in tearing op tto old and bsLn^nl 
toot of bittamesB^ and impressing deeply mi tha 
minds of Ae ignorant^ the great eommand of lavai 
feaoe^ and miimi> between afl Oteis&ma and all 



•Happy had it been for this mnall^ but ehawniag 
portion of tte earthy had care been early taken, to 
^ikeet tha atteatian of a natatally open, geaamusi 
and wmrm-heartedtaee, as the people of this connliy 
Wa been jasliy and aiaq^hatfcaHy cillad ; not la 
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1b»aiMMU» j/ttimuff of tmMmn thai an Uw #»> 
eovMy of aU) bai to tbe groat ooebldotioo of UmU 
qrttem which is the renreUtioii of God. 

A good aaS beaeroleBt life is tho mm uid iiib- 
rtanee of it A&d tiie only fi|^ j^rofwrttioii we 
oui make fur aa hif^y entnnce into that UomoA 
nfpoB^ where em and sorrow^ strife and cKseetd 
aball never enter. And moeli mete iwefol and glo« 
none wonld I deem it to utter even one clpmsy eeii^ 
lenee in support of that vital objeet^ than be tha anther 
of all' the mesty folios the gioaniag shelves of po** 
lemie divhdty ever bore. 



^ A new eommand I ^ve md» yon that yon liwa 
^^oneuottMr/' 



\ 



I have eadeavonred to shew the inflaence this 
ibine peeeept onght to have in cDoeilisling Chris- 
ttsBS (rf avery jrel^ous eomnmiiian. It remaini 
ta eomoider it as the suMt polverfiil ineenlive to 
mercy* To commiserate and relieve ihe mbecnMa 
is the law of reason and natare^ aswdlL as Ihe n^ 
golt of difuie and benevolent doetsine. Man; focmed 
to the resemblance of the deity^ was originally pW 
eed on this earth to enjoy and divide its bepipfils 
with eqnal wants and equal r^hts to the same ra^ 
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The nniverse wie a vairt temj^f in whioh flie 
great anthw of nature stmek the eyes of iMs^/Cprea* 
inres .under tibe symbols of vartoua beai^^cenee« A 
sense of gratitade erected altars^ but the blood of 
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Mble, tliat ei nrtoous v^ aekaowled^g bearis. 






. Birt this imppy aUte waa aoon oveFtoned by ih^ 
viola Aee of temaii paaaiona. It waa' kieonq^tftla 
mUh tiat growing ptopMspty lo kjtiatiee^ ' (bat foU 
lowed the disordar^iof o^r nature. The wmta of 
imi^iiiatioii gave riae to immennty of deairea. 
iPore^^ goaded^ and itia^racted by iiattihoeaa^ pro* 
diieed^ the eiwie' of uaiirpfttiotiA l^fae feebW Wera 
ifpptmml^ and a Wge portion of laaiikiiid ha»ded 
mer ^ tiie ealre le^ -a jtiift aad merdfsl providi^ticc^ 
Bet€i'hat^weyttiybretbra% if I BU^^^l^^ ex« 
pi^aaioh^ the ancestry of honaQ aiistiry^'iiidl ttKa 
iMtodttlion of OiM prifi^ple vMdb Oe^ wiidd kbowa 
liy*th€i^ame ^ Homa^Qri a pritteiple^faHtittg oa 
ilie etiefrtial law of reaaoft and joatiee. ' 

. » ' ' . •, . ' • - i'. . . 4. » > if . . ! I. * t II i i : •■ . • / J « > .. 

•I'iMe<i:iiet obMn«)to;f 0% Ihat bttttblft mnUi bt 
(he perversion of both, were^ men capable «t iiii^ 
posing, tbat all Uie benefits of tbis eartb belong «f 
ii||l|K to '#) llftp|^^'fii#/ wittotit rii ^iridfoble ob. 
I^Miett flf itnpplyitti^^Q^'^ «tittos<^ 4tib MeeiiitfM 
«f tli* itttofetftdnste «tt^ nMkedy ^^ 4biittiii6<hix^»y:»r * 
ringlb'kllni sbMlii abMi$ tiie eiiteisUiUSe ofHlNMiri^ 
Muidi^^ tbil alt ite prcNlu«tioM of mUuri luid Idduii. 
Ii«f be eillecited topicBH^ settsMiity, -and roek ihk 
IfufntMiia'Vdiroite) ( <«v4iikli iMllltdlkf^r.iofliaiicliidwjihi 
irfottaaMfal.MAfkMriteiirfwttia kninr HeiSod of 
Siis^kmmiyi by Hbe i&tfalii«ble''preb8a#v>of Iriwibaiid. 
We are, <tiierefiMy>icle»tly' app(rilMted IqrPilHWiito 
explain the nysterjr of bis 'Wi^^o ««i, bsf btoraifaie- 
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ttimfittts «f ewMliiiion to. thte ll»d« 'fimnifad^ -wmt^ 
deling; our abnodanee &«UM ftndr iiMmngflie^diiirm 
to their necessities^ and tbus diminishing, as far as 
m us lies^ ihe kiiiiiea8iiMJ>le ditijuic^iliietiveb^ mibery 
and afflaeooe which otberwiM too nMraUy hegcte 
in the tieglected tiiffdr^ miirmiyiSi agaiwt heaVe«^ 

tadrag^ agai0st,tbe tmsf^rdm^i '.. . i.^ ' • i < v^i 

• t * • • .  • 

Ttufi w wbitt reaiM .sJkmm 'pmn^ (wti! apd 1^ 
(Dbm^toltttj: wec« a fable,, oc i^ Sofin^rn'm^v^^ 

H*ppy is lit (tot ;@>9id hw mpla^iM^ Ib <miI i«f j^ 

■0 pfeja<)w«e jiw pMMoii, M e^eni ithft!^dQUtr|r->.i«f 

w|ie8«ii|vii|iQit)l« infli)eqo(& »ft all. f atp^nii) mtWif M 
evinced^ not oxAg hy the «i4<verH W ^: U«. firA9tiA(i^ 
bat the certain remorse^ as well as ^odinm and de- 
ieslitliWi Whl^ ith^ 0irU(ti^:]t<^9ejt f^f Itdiftt^ftils 

iO€as:n(;cu ,.., • r > . ■•! 'ip ? ' ^^ivn '..!! 

* Ik A 

• • r ^ 1 ' * ' . " 

Tfaaok; (M we Uyf:i|^a,«^*itll|ipi!eBW^\lyjijeir 
^lltlf fnd wthere thofie ;f!#Q^,ha¥fl ^^fi^ lil^sm^^ 
jextca9rdin«ry. ioe««S; kmw^ hQW'i»uym^*i»i. ^ 
libe constancy, varle^i iiu4(ewpieriM:gwm4^: i^ 
llielr benefit^ tb^ impMtial josticmiof : Pro!rid|piib« # 
liis ereatarfa^ ,»s the gr«a| liimiia«jr.o£ .d)ij?r Ml ^ 
aiajwty and splendor olits iiiar(:ji^^proalaitM>.# 
every lirakg/i^iv ttiefi^orj^ off itaialiiMr.. iPMeirto 
on their head^i timr teimtd is'iifit terct^ ttate «^ 
UeMing of mmv$ a tongue^ ami ^e cexqutsite «^- 
flMtioB of i^TO?i0g eoudette^. v : ^ 
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Bcit^ benides tHe obligation of ja^tiee in tbis cas^ 
a benevolent religion presents to us^ in every child 
of affliction^ a brother^ redeemed with the same 
jiloody and destined to the same felicity; It looks 
not at those arbitrary distinctions which prejudice 
bas formed between men. The august character of 
Christian^ levels every wall of separation which va- 
nity has erected. *< You are all/^ says St. Paul tp 
the Galatians^ ^^ one by faith in Christ Jesus : There 
^^ is neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free, male nor 
** female, for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.'' We 
see the blessed effect of this Christian brotherhood| 
in the first society of Christians : total detachment 
from all perishable things. The; earth became the 
image of heav^, the plaintive tone of indigence no 
longer heard ; the felicity of every individual in- 
separable from the felicity of the whole! By this 
admirable concert of parts, an august body fonned^ 
in which all men, howevler unequal in rank, were 
tendered equal by their moderation, great by their 
.disinterestedness^ and happy by their beneficence. 

Wonderful are the accounts transmitted to us in 
bistory on this subject For several years the be* 
nevolence of Christians rose so far above the level 
of ordinary conception, that the Pagans attributed it 
to some secret spell or charm, that had the power of 
inspiring violent and irresistible attachment 

^^ It is inconceivable,'^ says one writer^ ^^ what 
'^ unremitting diligence those Christians use to sue*. 
^ eour one anotber^ since they have abandoned the 
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''trae lelkion and adore a ^ndHed 'Aian. Their 
^^ teachers have acquired the wonderful art fA per- 
^^ suadiiig them that they are all brothers ; insomuch 
^^ that the whole of their possessions are given up 
^^for the general welfare.'^ We have likewise the 
testimony of the greatest enemy the Christian faith 
ever had^ an^ certainly the most subtile luid dan* 
gerous. For he did not^ like his predecessors on 
the throne, carry fire and sword among its dbettord^ 
mnce e^^perience had proved, that such aliempts were 
fruitless, and only served to give new Vigour and 
increase to the cause. But as the love and charity 
of the Ghristians went evidently to beget and diffuse 
yen nation for the principles that could inspire them, 
he strove, if possible, to clothe the heathen, worshij^ 
in the same fascinating exterior, and thud oppose 
Christianity with its own weapons. 1^ ^ce iio»- 
^^ thing,'^ says he, in a letter to a pagan priMt, ^^has 
'^ contributed more to the progress of the ChriiM;iaQ 
^^ superstition, than their attention to the poor and 
^< fricmdless, let us even exceed them in this way». 
<^ Let us immediately establish hospitals and other 
'^ asylums for indigence and infirmify. in every eity. 
^< For, certainly it is no small ground of reproach 
^< that ^e should be so glaringly deficieni in tbege 
^^ things; whilst those impious Galileans cheri'ldi 
^ and relieve, not only the wretchpd of their owt 
^' communion, but likewise of ours;'': ; ' ;< 

In addition to this striking testimony'df f rttrKve 
benevolence, it is recorded^ tha(^ inifi^singirtsrfrir, 
namely that of Alexandria, there >(rei« anttMlly 'five 
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imndred individaals ehMeii out of die body of Ohtb- 
tians^ to superintend the relief of the diseased poor ^ 
only. And so exeessive was the zeal of benevoieuee 
in this way, that Ensebins, (a Christian,) in descri- 
bing a plague that laid waste the intarior of £gypt^ 
has these remai^ble words* ^< Multitudes of our 
^^ brethren, without distinctiouof rank, saeriteing life 
^^ to the principle diat inspired tbein> supported tile 
^' loathsome and infeeted bodies of the expiring in 
C '^ their arms; and, after Josing their eyes, car ri^ theln 
^f on their shoulders to th« grave, only living to i«- 
<^ceive,in the course of a few succeeding moments, the 
^^ same prompt, generous, and intrepid office of mec<^ 
^^ from others.^^ , * 

" • 'I 

To poor prisoners and captives the relief was also 
never-*failing aikl extraordinary* Witness only what 
k related of a Ghristian bishop, who, together wiiii 
the entire elergy of his dioces^, sacrificed all thc^ 
possessed at the moment, and were to derive frotn 
the levenoe of their respective benefices for one <ir * 
more years, to alleviate the sufferings of many Gbris- 
tiMs then languishing in the prisons of Rome^ under 
, the united pressure of cruelty and famine. 

My breth]^e|]^ how much do misfortunes of this 
mature, though arising from another soyrce, eall^ \\i 
this eity^ far oiu* teuderest recpllecticm ! If there be 
any species of inhumanity that exceeds all others Uk 
• the wantonness of its principle, it is that of commit- 
ting a hupsaa being to the calamity of a rigorous 
eonfinemeiit, often for a triflings d«bt| possibly the 
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femlt of diiastes wbieh no kiad of preeaiitioii^ nor 
the best regulated mdugta^ could fence against 
Ferhi^ die father of a lai^ family^ thus plucked 
fhm Us coanteri or his oraft^ and delivered to hon* 
gfst and disease ; and^ what I conceive to be a much 
greater evily tibe tortures of his mind^ at the forlcNm 
ntuation of objects flie most dear tohini^ deprived of 
tile labour that maintained^ and the parent whose ex- 
ample instructed^ whose laborious industry fed 
Ihem! The unfeeling creditor, whom neither the 
•upplications ai a wife^ nor cries of helple«i in&nts 
could soften into piiy^ becomes himself a suflferer by 
liii cruelty^ or generally^ at leastj, reaps, no advan- 
tege from it^ unless it be to gratify a barbarous hearty 
mid increase the burdens of the community. 

To resume my subject; thwe was no posmble 
ealamiiy, to which the indefatigable eye^ and Imm* 
ing heart of primitive benevolence was not directed. 
It appears from a commentary of one of the Fathers 
OB the gospel of St. Matthew, that not rwkoning 
widows and orphans^ destitute children^ and straa* 
gers, and lepers, and those whose distress was only 
discovered by investigation, or if I BMiy so call it, 
the sacred curiosity of cbariiy ; that besides Ummm 
various causes, there were four thousand poor of other 
descriptions, supported by the Christian benefac* 
tions oi one small quarter <tf the city of Ckmstanti'^ 
nople. ' 

And that even a studied and dignified ostetitatimi 
in the display of this virtue was deemed justifiable^ 



129 

vre find feom a singnlw example witb respect to tbe 
emperor Deeims. The tyrant demaoded tbe fancied 
treasures of the church. A depntatioii replied on the 
pait of tl» body^ a,wA reqoested but a day to eatb^ 
tbe order. In the interim they assembled the lame^ 
die blind> the diseased^ fiiendless infaney^ and help- 
less deerepitnije^ an interesting and motley ^up of 
all wretchedness, and prodooing thern^ exclaimed^ 
^^ Behold the treasures of the Church ; this is the 
^^ only wealth and inheritaiice which Jesus Cbrisi 
^^ jbas befueatbed to his disciples/' 

I have collected those examples^ as the bestdi^ 
moastration^ how far, ^ren the most benevoleiiC 
Christians among us, have yet ta improw^ befimi 
tihey arrive at the standard of love and chari^^ 
wfaioh, in their primitive brethrra, was a living com- y 
mentary on the practice and doctrine of our diving 
mast^. We see therefore clearly, tiiat whatevw 
oar virtue in this way may be, and getMi manifestly 
it is^ we have still ground to beware of illusion, er 
false security. It is a aunken rock, the m<»e fatal 
from its not eteating apprdiension of danger. . Mon 
Christian soab have been wrecked on it, tilian on 
those dTopett depravity. 

 . * • « 

That a man who, after serious examination of his 
praetiee, iln^ It, generally speaking, oonformabla 
to what eonsdenoe and religion prescribe, shouMi 
rest in a great degree satisfied with himself, is both 
reasonable and just. 
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When seliiapproliatimi k founded in tratb^ it 
liecoBies ob^iw^j l^tmiftte. It is the irst frait 
and first eompeiidation of'Victite. : 3at he who^ from 
the want of fiiiieh seven and hoii^t scriijiiny^ nnkap- 
jiBy. deems himself what he is not, resembles the 
dropsical infirm, who would mbtake, for sound aUd 
inereasins flesh, 'the mere consequenee of a disordet^ 
that IS siokii^ him to the grave. . 

r 

i 

Self-love disguises itittlf in so many forms, is so 
subtile and ing^nioos, whether- to extenuate 6w 
greatest defects, or give superior lustre to our mode- 
niQ Tirlises, that even the wisest may be deceived. 
Ji is a {^ois, and not uncommon illusion among 
some Christians,. »to judge of their individual merits 
and sufficiency, in the discharge of the duty before 
w»y by the magnifioent effects that have resulted from 
the general practice. This is coming at justifieation 
en the point; or, to speak more familiarly, going 
to Heaven nearly at free c^t* No^ my brethren^ if 
we aspire tbither, it* must be with our own wings; 
islse we remain Jxed (to the ear^i. Every Christian 
js to Ipok to himself, . and bon^tly ask his iieart, 
what share be IfiikfL istfirne in produeing^ ead ^till heaps 
in perpetuating, those glorious motyuliesits of meroy^ 
that jBxalt us in the eyes of nations. 
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Many, nod awfiilaieihe warning lire: receive in 
Ihe tiftcred! writings^ oh the danger of worldly proa- 
l^rlty. When it is ssdd, 1;hat it is wsier for a< eamel 
to pass through the eye of a needle) Htm fiir^-a mh 
man to enter into the kingdom of God, it certain- 
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ly M dot ioiBiideid ; to diittorb oumftiiHsiAte by ite 
cangul^titgr ; but r to tonvey the fsifrongesfe i iimu 
giaable idea of the extreme facility^ 'wit|i which the 
Mei^iigg of such' a -eompi^xion iday be converted 
itit^ the lasft of mfefortoMs. 'iliid you may judge 
"irM Jimpressioii^thr^' awful triitlirw 4Siq^Ie of 
jBiMikifl^ on the soul of^^A^teue C^hvMtiau^ y9b%u I tell 
ym,' that one of yoifir^ervee^ one' of ithe^ wealtfaicisti ^nA 
^mimt meseifol c)vnM3lJbm of ihrnl natiojij ihaa > t&M 
hkmrA to deelwe^^lhatittoogb'lie fendea^ooned to 
^'discharge his 'trusts flk thetelief o^alLindigeiiiie 4b4tie 
%«ry iitmosl^be yel^''iiiMei>i&' tto domsgi'^fbin life> 
IreftdctedtiponihetjBxte^L'.df tfarf aoeiedl aixIigatUni). 
ipritiil|tt:encrea»d;fdai!'ai|difhiniMing. .^rf * 
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Whether such a feeling be salutary or puerile^ 
cbcii'willdeti^rDiine^'aeeitedhig te tlie degree andr'se- 
Ifamsiiess of hisfiuth;; jI shall eofldbdeiltteaevdlkou 
tioQd iwith obsienritigy thai I haTe iSotifsBkmj^' tfaettii 
itf the spirit of rejjuroMb. Ifar friMi M Birt&ciiica 
boBvictioB^ that to i:rte(i9iQ«nd arflsirioaa. appestlid 
our bwn bosonisy: lis. then ati(y;nieaQukrjof fiBssipating 
all Slttsikms^ ahd : ekarlgr id&cdvering f bbir Sar iM 

come iipto wliati8 4koieB3bIy''i«qQitedidff08^nwcori 
ding to ionr afcAi^^' ia.'thd\siB:ribd dul^ df'enry wim 
ktev {tflBoidf "M^hb^^stpiibor fai>atdiDii«f>zekl fi^^tlA 
«aiis%v iirroarbfteilil«lr#afaxat]p8^r^]iAfe 

r Jtudwald} iiot<.1m£flsy iJE^^iiie' to oiflfeif ifO«liy< oF 
matter in the case for wtfoh^iiWiiM«^Itofea|Hbiei& 
Whether we follow such unhappy creatures in a 
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«tat6 <tf AmlkAaOf fron tiie lint ftdvmcM of miterjr 
and vice^ through every gradation, to a sad and oftea 
horrible catastrophe; whether we look to the enor- 
moos goilt of those men, who lie in wait for tl^^ 
destruction of such innocence ; whether we eonsider 
the sup^remineut obligation, of being engaged noire 
on th^e occasions, by a regard for their salvation 
than pity, for their temporal misfortones ; whether 
we reiect upon the extraordinary, nay irresiMiUe 
inflnence, which woman natnrAlly possesses in the 
diffusion of virtue or vice;, there is not oAe of 
ihose various and mostaaered.mQtive%jn thepreseirt 
ease, thai has not been folly urged on you, at least 
to the utmost extent of my ability, in a multipUcity 
•f former discourses. 

Why then sbo^Ut I trouUe you on pmnts^ which 
I have neither laogoage nor imaginaUbn to present 
in new colours? £.Perhaps, ^ventbe interest of these 
oi^hans would hiflref required anottier ad vocatck Bt 
that a^ it may, I mu0l say, thai you have long heard 
me on ^subject with singular, patience. I am 
blessed with the effect, ai|d< never do I wish to see 
the moment that would efface from my soul the ten* 
derest recollection of such generosity and iudul* 
fence. I commit then, with perffeet itram^uillity, the 
•vevt ot the day^ to your estaMisfaed . sense ot the 
merits of this great institution ; justly indeed st^^led 
gjreat, when we look to a scale of protection, compre* 
hensive without example, I am sure; at this moment, 
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The Qumber is now one hundred und twenty-five^ 
and will s^hortly be one hundred and forty^ fatherless 
and motherless ereatures, all maintained and educa- 
ted within the walls of one establish ment, with little 
aid bi^t the result of a single day's appeal to public 
mercy ! And how doubly glorious to our metropolis^ 
when it is considered, that besides this, and in times 
vinore or less unfavourable to the circumstances of aH 
ranks, it not only provides assiduously, and even 
splendidly, for all other public objects, but is every 
day indulging its passion for such good in the ima- 
gination of new ! 

It is said by the unfaithful steward in the gospel 
'^ To dig I am unable, to beg I am ashamed.^' 1 
will reverse the assertion, so far as to say, that to 
beg I certainly am not ashamed. It is a profession > 
I glory in. And I bless God, I have never faile^ • 
with you. I therefore jremind you, again and.again^ 
my brethren, that ij/is not one hundred and twenty, 
five^ but one hunfdred and forty that now implore 

Tis true^ the burden is now greater than ever ; 
but it is not you that can be alarmed at it^ since^ 
strictly speaking, it is one of your own creating. 
Yield then, my brethren^ on this occasion, a.9 you 
liave invariably done, to the supreme delight of 
doing good. Try, whether the additional sacrifice 
that is now required of you^ will not prove a rich 
mine of pleasure to your hearts ; wtiether to*mor- 
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row's ran will not behold you rifiing from your piU 
l6ws with joy, at the recollection of haviog fairly 
and fally met the increafiied exigence of the ease, 
which^ in all its views^ I will venture to pronounce, 
as sacred and affecting as ever addressed itself to 
the bosom of a Christian. 

As many of you, my children, and by that name I 
feel I may call you ; as many of you are old and 
instructed enough to admit a word of serious admo- 
nition, let me in the first place recommend everlas- 
ting gratitude to heaven, for having given you to see 
the light in the bosom of such mercy. Prove your- 
selves worthy of it by your diligence and docility, 
land when you go forth into the world, full fraught 
with those sacred principles, which I know are 
tarefuUy and profoundly instilled into you, beware 
of the examples you may meet even in the most reli* 
gious families. 

Fondness of society with the common run of ser- 
vants, though it may not always lead to positive 
destruction, will yet infallibly weaken in your hearts, 
the love of purity, and abhorrence of guilt and pro- 
faoenecis. 



Avoid that intercourse without affectation, bi^t as 
*much as the nature of your avocations will admit 
Above all, never forget to plreserve a severe though 
respectful distance with masters and growing off- 
spring of the same sex* It is too natural for girls 
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in ywr iA«tifui9 to be flattered by tbe notiee tt«q{ 
attract ftom aucb quartern* But woe uoto her| who 
is not on ber gaard a^iist her own frailty^ aikd the 
frailty of others* 

' Let all your leisure boiKP }» emploiyed^ KQt ia 
the secret perusal of those dangerous and silly tales^ 
that may be scattered in your way, apd which^ unfor- 
tunately, too much beguile the hours of your betters; 
but of that sacred volume, which is now exclusively 
in your hands^ and alone can secure your felicity 
here and for ever. 



There is but one point more, on which J deem it 
necessary to counsel you, that is, a passion for dress. 
It is too much the practice of those, who take cbil- 
di^en from this institution in particular, to foment thirt 
dangerous inclination^ by decorating them to the ut- 
most, without reflecting, that vanity is a door l^ 
which the devil invariably enters into such hearts. 

This k the first time I have addressed you. It 
is the nnceve expression of my affection for those^ 
whose eaase it has been my lot to recommend from 
its cradle to a glorious maturity ; and may possibly 
be remembered by some of you, when he who has 
recommended it may be incorporated with the dust. 

" May that God who has declared himself to be 
the fattier 4)f the fatherless, inspirit the hearts df 
y^se^ year hitherto unchanged benefactors^ to do 
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ikiisriday^ according to the necessity, in this protection 
of this first of Christian Charities^ for Jesus Christ's 
sake! Who with him and the Holy Spirit^ liveth* 
and reigneth, world without end ; Amen. ' - 

And now to 6od the Father; &g. 



i ' 



f -• 



. /-. 



\u 



i ■/ <^ 



V \ 



SERMON VI. 
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[F<Hr the Female Orphan House^ Dec. 1^3, 1798.} 

St* Jame8^ iii* 17* 
The wisdom that is ftihn above is fiiU of mercy. 
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KEY^EBy in sxtj period of our existence^ did 
eitcumi^faaiees more unite to rejCOBimeiid the {nraeticii 
ef * this . great virtue. Searce breatbiog from ,tli% 
vnioas and perhaps u&paralleled evilg of civil djfw 
sentioiiSy what a speetaele does our bleeding eoantrjr 
j^resent at this mom^nt^ what afield foi! nommis^ 
seratioB and the most aetive benevolence! W\mk 
ex^rtiaiis will be neeessary to r^air the diieM «At 
lanuties of war ! 



It is not the thonsandr of widows and orpfaans^'^ 
has made^ that appeal 4o ns aleiie : not nnvely tHl» 
sufferings of innocence we have to deplore and re« 
jyi^ye. iThere is periiiips a greatar^ a ncA^ler dfity 
before us ; immely^ to forget our injuries^ and astouk 
iifa the guilty, by an increasing system of toidemsii 
and mcrey : standtog^ as we aie^ is « iiteiwi ii 
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■ew to all beartsy m pazzling in point »( present 
lemedy^ to the best anderstanding ; so big, (if I 
Huty say so^) with tte great secret of our future dea- 
tiny as a nation. 

For one do I declare the firm and rooted convic- 
tion of my soul^ that nothing eUe will finally restore 
sobjection and tranquillity, allure the desperate from 
their fastnesses, re-people our deserts, create con- 
fidence and ailection, tread down the horrid spirit of 
religious animosity, revive industry and labour ; in 
a word, disarm the heart, and enlighten the phren- 

zy of oui: uvhappy people. 

• • > 1 > . . . ... . . t • - , 

Some there may be who, smarting from wounds 
jbifct^d on their country^ woul^^^ry out for a eou- 
frary polic^y^ Mid jufdge^ thatonv fbtore seemrity catU 
Athe^ fo^ examples of implacable severity. ^ Tlie 
wisdom tb«t is fvoin above is* fall of me^y, it wBl 
lAe a eavlrkry couroe. While it display fa the power 
t^iiMSb^ It wni tiloeWise display the tenddrest incH-» 
MfioA tb>heal. It ilriUvir«at9fith thid Unmaahtert^ 
vrtrii4h^:^Ith^^Uttl6 djMDtticm, is 4fae saiifa in wAlmou^ 
for it knows, that no conquest over tUe^gmftgr is^moce 
lasting, or more sure, than where remorse can be 
iawkflfafid^ land gratii«d%o tiitabbad^ lQrf)ttieMe<»ipttn 
tffllmihiaBaptoted i«4iiBi0Q|ittA;£iiipufc(>; .J. ;.<. ^i 

• ^ J . Li » \J ' 'i ..-'*,, vj / J' .* 'J ./ r, I, , ' • 1.4. < ;. / -^ 1 : . *,» ^ 

vlfiiBtMgta^i mam^ihp mwf~Mi\f Ml&fcJMir» nxmsi, 
ikmvitiik^ieMrii.^iiiQmmtisiwt Wft^ be«A ledi 
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exftspen^on and passion. Long familiariiy wifli 
ihe scened of summary justice^ if it has not created 
tbe appetite^ has at least lessened the horror of blood: 

The placable spirit of Christianity should never 
be )K)rne down by the horrible impulse of retaliation 
and revenge. To give peace to our mangled anA 
distracted country, no effort^ no parley can be de<< 
grading. To savages we should leave the savage 
Ittxuiy of returning evil for evil, cruelty for cruelty, 
blood for blood. 

Never, even in the remotest degree, «houId we 
let ourselves be hurried into an imitation of (hose 
actions we profess to abhor. Nor ever should it be 
foi^tten, that even a single life, sacrificed without 
necessity, is the deepest national disgrace; is a 
ground of awful responsibility before the throne of 
God ; and encreases a thousand fold the rancour 
and animosity of the vanquished. 

« 

Ail will eertidnly not be with me in what I am 
going to assert. But of this I am clear ; that out 
glorious constitution in church and state, may have 
mueh more to fear from the precipitate zeaL of its 
friends, than the power of its enemies : and that 
they should be reckoned the best bene&ctors of our 
country, who labour to protect it from the impolitic 
and unchristian exercise of triumphant fury. 

I do more than hope, that the instruction of the 
t sseneratiosu will now at least become «n objeel 
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9f pecttliar attwtioii. Woeful experience u cmM 
at last to verify the troth of observatioM on thii 
mbjeet, which for many years have been zealously 
and repeatedly pressed on yoo. •» 

'Often have you been told^ that if evjsr these spe-* 
isiooi^ and destructive principles^ that were shakii^; 
every foundaticm of human happiness in a neighr . 
bouring country^ and disgraciog the name of q^an by ^ 
unheard-of affliction, found their way into this^ they 
would raise a flame, which torrents of human blood 
might be insufficient to extinguish ; and perhaps, be 
followed by nothing short of total and unextingui^hedi 
min« 

• 
How far this prediction has been aeconqdished, 
you have seen. Let me not recall what is fresh in 
you recollection ; what is spread out before you in 
tints that may never fade* To the latest hour of 
your lives, while memory remains a faculty of the 
mind, humanity will weep, and religion shudder, at 
the horrors that have been crowded into the short 
space of one season. I pass them over. May we 
live to atone for the share we have had in them! 
May they never rise in judgment against us ! I do 
most solemnly declare^ the more I consider the na- 
tural effect of causes, the more I am induced to par* 
don the guilt (if I may say it} of the pe^le, even 
white a^ snow, w' ten- compared to ours. I would 
almost say, they could not have acted otherwise than 
ms they did. Minds so completely depraved, so en- 
jkirely onocciiqpied by any restraining sentimQm ii;ere 
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fined with matter too inflammable^ possibly to resist 
those iofemal principles that hovered aronnd them* 
The knowledge of God and the blessings of religion^ 
(those infallible sources of subordination and virtue^^ j 
we had almpst totally neglected to diffuse. The very 
little we had been goaded to in this way, served but to 
throw the eye over the immensity that remained to 
be ddne ; and like spob of cultivation, to render tl|e 

sufTouiiding^ st^ility more striking and apparent. 

• '  « •.■."• 

^ The gr^at mass of 6ilr people conUntied stUl^itti 
HiitQtored and unfortunate race, i^ithout ioiereiit iii 
tibe public we4l ; wifli deep and hereditary ainioattisitjr 
to the state mid its institutions ; ripe for destrdyii^ 
all above th%m ; brutal in viefei^ brutal in ighbrauce^ 
ferocious of soul^ smd pantinig for the signal of ^^vott 
and blood. 

To thig spMtacle of degraded liature, of barbarism 
in the ' bosoni of civilization^ of mental darkness in 
the midst of revelation and light, we remained har- 
dened and insensible. The great misfortune, the 
uncivilized condition of Ireland, became no nneom» 
mon theme oi sarcasm, even to Irishmen. ^ 

Thus did we live Christians without zeal ; dtizens 
without public virtue ; men without bowels of hu^ 
manily.; corrupt, venal, dissipated and luxurious. 
Our means were all devoted to the gratification of 
our passions ; and the upited cry of religion and bur 
countoy reached uai in vain, amidst the eager pikr* 
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ioits of perypnal interests^ aqid ilm tiffUil^fW of Ji Hfe 
most BhamefuUy secular. * •» 

The hour of retribution at length came. National 
iniquity provoked national judgmenls^ and our owa 
pec^le were destinedf m they had long been traiiied^ 
io become i^e ready ai|d furious CiXecutioners of the 
imitence. : "^ 

lict not the valour and loyalty we have dis-^ 
pjayedy or the laurels we wear, deceive us so far^ as 
,tp leave no room in our hearts^ but for pride and ex- 
mltatioiu When we erasider eur omUfsions on the 
point I speak of^ perhaps if there be heiurts undw 
beavea that should know .neitii6r pride p^r p4»^^ 
ttiey are ours*. , 

To have manfully opposed the tempest that has 
burst on us ; to hi^e l^ed (or been ready to bleed) 
wiien murder and rapine were atourdoprs^ .ivlipii 
our constitution, our altars^a.nd eveiy private |[|lessiing 
we eiyoyedy were n^arked for destructioii, was jd^^ 
no mwe than the. wretched inbabitiints of ^xl qncivi- 
lized country would bfive done^ tomjaiq^ti^ii |be do- 
minion^ and protect the peaceful misery of his hut. 
Butob/ wbat ground of eternal remorse^ to reflect, 
that we havcj^ with our own hands, sown the seed of 
all the calamities that have come upon oui* Qountry; 
all the enormities l^^t have di^iboopured religion and 
human nature ; all the outrages c^mm^ted qu every 
feeling of humanity ; aril the souls that have perisb^d^ 
and miseries that have been entailed on the innocent 
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" ttt^anolbiidiiig^ m the eourse of Hm ttnhappy coa- 
lert. ^ * 

Bat let as not despaii^. We bave been chastened^ 
liut not devoted. Heaven , in the immensity of its 
mercy^ hath shewed us the precipice on which a na- 
tion stands^ ^^ whose Ood is not the liord.^' We 
£ave been ispared the tremendoas and irrecoverable 
fall. We still exist in the possession of those bles- 
sings for Which we straggled ; and torn from wbicb^ 
a man not restrained by religion, might scorn to iive. 
We are still allowed to repair long, fatal, and most 
decided errors. Let as not rely too mnch on the 
present calm we enjoy. It is, if possible, more awM 
than tbe storm. If we look back With horror, we 
should look around us with diffidence and trembling. 
We should feel all the precariousness of dur situa- 
tion. Nor should the mind ever bory its alarms bat 
in the well-founded prospect of a futare seeimty. 

To provide for this every good and wim man in 
the community is anxiously revolving the means. 
It is my duty, however, to remind you, that, if there 
be a ii^od above us, whose patience is certainly not 
inexhaustible, who can counteract the best concerted 
enterprizes xif man, we should endeavour to conci- 
liate his favour, and attract hiB blessings, by a firm 
resolution to regenerate ourselves, and regenerate 
<mr people. ^ 

Not will I hesitate to add, that, were all the poll- 
iktiX iVisdom of the earth assembled to fraine, I dp 
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i^t say a iHTeseiitf but a permaaciiit remedy to'^e 
evils of our conditioQ^ their efforts would be yam^ 
without attention to the culture of the rising geiiera- 
&»n. • The happy and powerful effects of Teligion 
4>D societies, on the morals, and mannersi ofmankind^ 
aire eyinced by the experience of ages. The only 
.example that has occurred of an impious and suc- 
isessful conspiracy to overturn, through a great nation^ 
.this fundamental pUlar^of sobotdination and virtiM^ 
has . beeiv, followed by such principles of anarchy^ 
and Enormity of crimes, as, I trust, will keep alive^ 
to the last period of time, the caution, dread> and 
execratloa of the whole Christian world. 

There is an object X deem it rights on4his oc^a- 
«op, mMt eamestly to recommend* It is. not uneon- 
nected, with my subject. And, if I can persuade 
myself, that the awful conjuncture in which vfe 
bave stood has had the effect of exciting the serious 
recollection of our duties, and that we have nothing 
more, sincerely and ardently at ^ heart, than to give 
a firm support to the renewal of religion and morab^ 
through every channel of society, I may be allowed 
to hope^ that, in the bosom of our families, this so 
aaered and indispensable concern will experioivce all 
the weight of our authority and example. Ooi'.finv't 
Ues are the natural and immediato field of our seal 
in this cause. Indifference to it in any other spbaie 
would be highly criminal ; indeed, at ^m UBQi%:pi^ 
cuUarly abominable. In what termi^ should I speak 
of it, where the respQnsibility is so peculiarly du«c<^ 
the harvest s^ sure, audi the evils that arise from the 
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BQ^eet l£ei s& ijnnt^diately under odr^yesto goad 
smd reproach us ? As the heads of families^ we are)[ 
if I'm^y so expreits myself^ the chief posts of a 
Confederacy ip support of the general good* To us 
the superintendency of a portion of our fellotv-orea^ 
tures is solemnly committed by God and our country. 
J^i4Mf can we/% from the trust reposed in us^ without 
::doing what in us lies t6 counteract the. saving and 
lieneficent views of God^ andweaJcening the great 
edifice of public happiness. 

Perhaps, my friends, if human laws could, 
wittiqut inconvenience,^ t^ke cc^izanee of such 
things, no man would deserve their severity morQ 
ttmn htf who, by direct example or connivance, ren-^ 
ders his bouse a seminary of vice and UcentioUsness; 
wfaiefa musit naturally operate to the annoyance of 
the commuiiity $ but which, on great occasiotis, will 
too often coiiie forth to assist in its destructicte. 



I make thid remark, ' becanse in the course of the 
late-rebellkin we have more than conjecture. We 
baveinduUtable Evidence, that servants, in namerous 
instances, if Hot ihe actual perpetrators, have, at 
least, by the "^lest perfidy, removed all obstructions 
to the bloodiest barbarities. And, in some cases, 
even the most generous and indulgent masters fbtind 
%» tacurity from the monstrous ingratitude of 
vt^hes hurried away by the cruel, rapacious, and 
subverting spirit of the times. Nor can any doubt 
le entertained, thiatt the number is comparatively very 
few^ in the metropolis Cit out of it^ vrhohave not 
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fcooiid diemsdVMiintt that utiioB wliieh basr^U 
tempted to overturn the property^ religion^ aod cofU^ 
itittttion of the nation. To this elass^ then^ of your 
fellow-Gbristians^ look with the warmesf zeal and 
compassion. 

Of the doty yon owe your children I speak not, 
having dwelt on it at iarge^ when last I had the 
lionour oi addressing you from this place. And, 
indeed^ if there be any subjetSt which one would 
think it should be unnecessary to urge on a Christian 
congregation^ it is ciertainly that. Melancholy ex- 
perience^ however^ has convinced us^ that the most 
sacred of all obligations can be very imperfectly ac- 
compHshed^ and that many of our youth would smtn 
much bettf»r tritined to vilify the principles, and dis- 
iclaim all respect for the duties of religion, than to 
glory in what thegr profess, and do honour to it by 
their.. practice^ I am happy, however^ to under* 
stand, that the little miserable affSectation of profane- 
iiess and infldeKty, so current among them, that base 
sacrifice of the little they know, and the fewimpres- 
siotts they have received, to contemptible motives 
of vaniiy and fashion, is, to some degree, concealing 
itself. At all events, I cpll on the sealons and in- 
formed boldly to rebuke it; to treat it^i&out cere* 
Aony m mercy whereVet they may find it, or from 
whatever lipiit may felh BhyMssT, or respect ot 
perscms on this sufej}ect is not for the aMul gran- 
deur of the pvesMit momtot^.i^Jben. religion and its 
irirtues seem to bo tlie last stoy Af ii convnlsed and 
«iiiUngwofld. v./ : 
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J^ty hawever 4dlclliit we may-be ^9ri& nspect td 

^oor children^ it is manifest we are more so with res* 
pect to our serva^nts and dependantsp IIow few 
Christians will reflect^ or^ perhaps^ even admits that 
the morals of this class are any coneetn of theirs. 

'Nothings howe very: more eertain! Nor is there a 
rule Iq our holy reli^on more inviolalde! thany that 
every man pmsessing authority over another is r^ 
if>0Dsible for his ccmdac^ i^cordihg to th^ measiuro 
of that authority* 
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The very principles of rfsason infoitti ns/tbftt %% 
igovernment is oopstituted for thej |iQvMJ(«|^ ot tlie 
governed* Thas^ JpJ^ axid pHii«es l>elong mow to 
theSur Bubjects, than their sobjecta to tfaffli. \N or does 
the weight of such an engageiMnt derogate ftoip 
their greatness^ or take any ray- fi^m^ the lustre <tf 
thdir crowns. For^ what ean be ibc^e glorictus^ or 
draw man nearer to the Divfauty, than to^xist only 
for the felicity of others ? By the same rule^ a mas- 
ter in his family, fwhioh is a kingdom in miniature^ 
is< not to consider : those unfortunate persons sobf 
mitted to his controul as mere ineitrQmeiitv to promote 
his convenience, and fill up the splendour and mag^ 
nifiicencB ofih^ train f bnt as fellpw-ereatares, and 
feUow^Gbristians, possessing ihe most ^i^ioiij^ claim 
Ob jbinii^ Kiir is thefe a dkmbt^ tbaiiv ad. h4 is 
honijld in vigorous jtisliee to competisi^ ^thdi^ labour^ 
aiRpd as common bnitfanity obliged^ '^teitiel tb desert 
them in their infirmities, so h^' is iitse^ii^ calledl 
upon tor 1)6 their apostle, to labc^f SK^alonsly and as- 
siduously^ for their sunptificatim } and that if ibqf 
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perish illfougfa hh n^gleet^ he will be as tertutij^f 
accountable for their bloody as he would be^ under 
ibe same circumBtances^ for the bfood of his chUdreiu 
But^ how are we generally affected by this alariniug 
truth? What pains do we see taken to impress ser- 
vants with religious sentiments? What is beccmie^f 
that sacred practice, which once obtained in Chris* 
tian families, of summoning them to nwHrning and 
evening prayors? ' Is there a^ master or mistress ia 
a thousand, who would not blush to have it spread 
abroad, that they were capable of such antiquated 
drudgery ; w, as more probably it would be calTe^^ 
such duating hypocrisy?: And yet I have seen a 
womam in this country, the very first in rank, and 
second to nope in virtue, she is now no more ! des* 
pising, on this and every^ other point of Christian 
duty, the shafts of fashionable ridicule, and regu- 
larly performing, with her own lips, the charitable 
office in the midst of her assembled family. 

With respect to public worship j Who makes it a 
point that his servants should regularly attend it ? 
•Cut off frpm the only means of l^nowing that there is 
i^uch a thing as religion, or a God, from whence are 
they to derive light? Or, are they instructed lo 
leverenee the sabbath in any other way? On the 
cj3ntrary, what scandalous ^ophanations of it do ^^ 
they not witn^ss^ and, from the nature of their' func- 
tion, are often obliged to participate ! See them col- ; 
)ected in groups around the doors of this temple, 
polluting the sacrednesd of the day with intempe-^ 
lance, indecehcy, and impreeatiras; while tbeit 
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^nplojrers withio are giving & pa)>Iic^ (hdngti niore 
rcmied example^t how far an express contmatidDieiit 
of 6ikl can be di^spised and tranipled on I I speak 
not of ttie yafious other sinister impressions ih^y 
ree^v6 from improper example^ and the little re- 
serve Qftda shown in their p:esenW|^ either as to 
word or action. Need I observe to those who know 
that man is an imitative creatnre^ how impossible jt 
is for * mer6^ai7 «nd unedoaated sonls not 4o 
dei^piw what they see despised; to prac&se what 
they 6ee {Hraetised ; and to faec^M^ in all respeat^ 
fiuthfnl counterparts of the ori|i|^ls they have daily 
and hodrly before their eyes ? But^ G^r^at God I in. 
what terms snfficiently indignant shall we speak of 
AcfBt who^ not satisfied, whh the perversion of their 
servants in the ordinary way^ that is^ by the nsdat 
operation of evil example^ sample' not to rendeo^ 
them direct aecbmplieea of their actions^ and some^ 
times m a way which the respect I owe to tins placj 
will searoe sdilow,me to hint at? . Whp «re tangti i^, 
to receive the iinpoHnniog and necessitons credit^!/ 
with shnflBng denials^ ^rfaaps with insolence and 
rebnke? ^ervantg ! Who are commanded to close 
the door^ wiQi inhuman bratality^ i^Mnst petitions 
of misery? Servants ! Who^ w^n the oocasion re« 
fnurea it> are called npon to be tibe ready minisCeri 
0f vengisance and resentment? {Servants ! Whcf are 
iBstcaoted to cater for the vilest of bnman propensi- 
ties ) to bribe poor and unhappy parents to the 
' prostitution of ^their ehildr^n^ ViA lead im innoceiU 
and tcembling victinl to pollution and iufiMny ^ ft» 
the lota 4tf peace and l»HPP^«it f» ever? 

T 
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If tbere any mygtery of iniquity^ any bffiea of 
darknes^, in which ypor knowledge of th^ woilift 
does not tell you th«y *are employed ? Great God t 
^ow often do tbey come into families^ pnre fironi the 
harmless por^ts of a country life^ ineitperieneedi in 
all Tice^ and U^avo thesis knowing and eontandnated 
aa the serpent!: 

Can the mind of man conceive any thing inore de- 
testable Uian to presume on flieir dependent condf •» 
titiii^ ind drive them to the deplorable neeessitj of 
decting between theiKipport of life and the per^tion 
if their souls ! 

I leave thiff solgect 1 should not hate touehed 
i^* had not the'ifecessity of eleansing aa Angeatt 
§tMB beemie inauifest to the eominonest ehserv^w. 
I MDEi astonished to tiiink^ ttiat 6liristian^ who kaeiw 
dieir religion^ aiid believe in its menaces^ esa hope 
fiif any mercy #hen they show it not to Ihose whom 
God and nature havA eomntttted to their pfeteetioa. 
Uidiappy» beingsl left without faitih^ wl^ut diirini* 
ty^ without any rule of ootidoct^ or a single* temfit- 
atlion to the practice of any human virtue*! mllkig 
from house to bouse^ from service to service^ equally 
neglected in all ! pielung up some precious lessoUf 
Some new piirliculirrity in each^ and from a Bft> (if 
contihual rotation^ becoming at last a moMtnuis 
compound of all characters asfd* all* tiees ! /Let us 
ftcoUtet our duty^ vecoUect our respensihiliiy. It 
Is aot possible that the piilic^liui of our edueatita 
can be so e&ced as to leave «e it ease m 4he 



4lliim% toJinml^ fo0 ow pm^eHies^ oftr lively 
OKi'idlJtN^nnDW MjiQiJilmit^ wUelt inmgimtio^ 
iwiffiilitfi^ ; and' a. ahoit fwriod irtU «iH|tli iUtQ $ and 
Mi far^ttUaAfe ttus gif at raym* tbtl may await w al 
tlMT trlioHaA al a^livitig aiMLjiiat ^ ! I fa^ow tli«ra 
ft Q» teotitteal in nataw aiiire diSraU ta ^tteite, 
than tbeitp^kiMioa of tntmiijf on the kaavti of 
tDdDawmn Cfairiatiana. . ilMlyet^ «rfapm&itt ia not 
entiraly axUaety tban iMatiia tMWwnla tf falaation>$ 
aomoiinaaftotad and iai|i^»kanate flaahaa of Ugh^ 
Uiat trnmiikt nlutaat ayaa bajriNid Oa aonflnea of 
the grave. It ia not naaaasMjf to spat the^aliaar ta 
the care of hia treaaure ; or the ambitiona to bealege 
a«d i«ipoi|Me.1iiaaian wlio liaa furataca taf liadlow^ 
aiideat»tMtfiaay tiy< in^^ to tiha 

j^oaaaMifaaHn^aidbaa aadliMaim.; at Iha vola^taon^ 
to 4rtrew flowara in their patha» and paaa their dajn 
ia Ibe iliidat of feativity mmI enjaynient Ko^ ba« 
-c K i otf ^ijigBaiaaa an^ iadnatry' ara^ JajafipafaMn ftbm 
iM:pmkm^ lUMmrf -iadadllda ahaiiia I «hid4he maip 
ti04bl%nand;eoiMfi*idD iaa^ waktiis^mm 

kC^ateidlgrvllie aMm daaliaad toa^jl^orwaa a^ 
laating bdng,^ wrapt m. the ptydfHOldQat kliie^gy I . 

iittiila hacMlarfray latn* bawan/ Wh imow 
nan iPJIt iatwftardad^iar IwayMid ihia ttkeraUe aaA 
ah fa Hyj iiiii ^fcaiia itf asialBBee. Tkd territa ai^pfcft 
af>f|iai(]^|MHd^d^ eaaM» on 

k '^MMBl^ad anwd^ abaoldwronae and abnn na. 
iM[mpa(A49k{mmt'4^t^ «durfwtinie in 

#M-a«*aiaaiq<9u- ^ :i:^':f , y, rj . . ..- 
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liel-ion pramii sunkte m sQ^poii tofitliyon 
%riiig ftittnre security^totMir toavliejrvattd'Jietpii^^^i^ 
Mr Mate! We eaa MiM Uift iiwi w uia lat liMm 
IMtice^ neitlier liero^or Imvafttr. :'W»mBit^^yiff 

ivwif Mtjlesionrw tiietiiiArt^U^ of' imti, ' If eviir 
day wen^ k«Md on tbe «ri>ject,. it ja fluU; in wkich 
«pe live abd bmathe. We tread od m^iikkif^M rnipi* 
We livi^ I ouqr* aay, MiMig tpiejNi. WJ^ }m»*mmn 
(Gtad ei«rjiastaal>UiQniMtogf«i 4^ pTMidttifc edttcM 
df ptodpenijr/.iatid ia^alig'tUbls ia tlie daffe. Xel as 
not golbti Mindly w the fiiee of lastmeiiail^waadiNi 
#re«Aced.]B':pav8idtof'MiUes. 

8tareic]i>tte'e«ipela8Wewfll> «*r mitf-l^immM 

<Ms eaitii i^ to do geod; is beaeipeI«iii)i^:»illSl« 

ity^ is- jka^ litMkr fisr. our aalratiaiiaa4^tlie jalnliaa of 
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^ -^ By IMi^ii^ willyweiy siai^ ff > emngr md^ Md 
fnfeiafaiB4>taBd>aB fan tm.met. .rllis^ Qiid||i9j^:ai 
4iiiiKpteie.tli]»jgr6Bt eidifass afre|iiatiiitq«BdiliBl im 
omhiBXtBi' to giapidva^uttst-iie^]iaw4M 
a wocAil reitie^ toalld^QsitHi, ^ . ^ 



til.- 



v; it^asYallearta my toi^ "diuii^ a^.eeiiad aprtoaay 
xfsapiy to M ihaieointoil|i4Ultoaatoi«f)dto^^i^^ 
litrf^M yen f and itioii(slmy: iaabilil^-.^to Ann'pmfiit 

ifosltoe to t)ie oaaie b ntfaial]^iM«em4iii^^i!^^ 
Jtoiiftir'tlie ire^QenT^.of'toyiappeaNubs^ i%m^m stUI 
Ihe^ luif^iaM to v^ittGt^ Aat tlie aap^dit thifi have 
experienced has beeo^ with litfle eJUK|dHi% <|ilfcMnt|r 
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lifi«tf(iDi«iMaMbM||r tiiiiliiuiii»wiarisi«ift|pi»todi 

tUktSaSbi: mtKkO^ «Q|itdiai Mtlirti|tt(Meaiw of Mfe» 
fei 4 '«Am» ^rdflftlllMl dH^vAualB •.|fn»t >qpiBit of 
lk»^ jir tM».ga«Bfltiy ; :mhUk smi^ Ito/T Hie .addV- 

i*%tflrit^ ftirtua jlt * i yfl^pu p f jproteeiwi totiM fckil- 
h i fag ghi lty ii»f iM9ifctieB]^;Apyidbto^- on thfci 0ja8»g i Mi> 
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^mi^kfMi^itMMifMtmMt. lA^tAA jfiL be Mngoed Itet 
your hearts weald not seffer you to. $im$f^ IM^ 
wUeli your hearts had impelled yon to take op. I 

. J— arfiwhninn. liiWiififcBie—iiigl^te hn caat^wsedy 
tiii^ I ^nJnrtnnrtttMi ItripiBwi ; fr^itftMwtt faolinf ^ 

. JwAilii^; Midi MlM|» Aot tO(|t. i» it • imfr'4ka 

aumfciipAiPlhiilaii fp^pjlt««#( a*tifi<ai<il waivltxrtitpdfl 
^ <iwiji<w>hii»^th<|i^way. of tto jpopt jphiiiwrt.ofc ajil ife» 
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ealMiitiM 4^ tfai^oM. . ^fe» litik m» #Am QftjtHU 
]y ActiMHi ; liiey ^ftanl iei Ike wiHt IN^ tlM|<C»^4fOi» 
to Mlow mtan to the gtoft* «kt6ttt, U imM 1^4 
ikem. nCMk iMwHi om to;A dMii^iv/ «%ito«a|r 
^adM by tjbepaMtoM^ whMi intefy to^gjiHirily 
Urn fepMe to oi|i»fv II angi ipvisMt aMf 9#Mi?<ti^ 
1$^ •v 41 iMMtiiiiy fait tkv Ttoitoj to a » M»ai i i ii i pitoto fc^ 
^lAce 4iieft iMiwt^fw to ^kwuMtoamri ^kmm iiki$f 
imty * to<l« Hiiaiitoii *U» •towgJto -fte tytotoy /ttoqr 
ttM^bifmntf to^:'teti<JrBto liflMi 1^ ttoir^oivaf ^flgHi% 

theto MTit eiiidiltoa anl .^ttikt inti^ iumtd Iqr -^ 
suie God ; redeemed, by tibe game Uood ; d e itil nJ 
to the ftame immortality ; and natnre vrHl be iuatoot.* 
ly$%i« «ftait fitorioMrir vUdto«|pd^ K toaft iB»4he 
iMeipf :mdi«y/«Bd :a»vtor.i:beaefteir«il^^^ 
Mm to i tmiM a totattph'tt 'ff w n w 4Htoiii w ^riMimit teoty 
4iig 4toU<MMi*ipiame^ IfaaiamnaMf 'tolrt*^^ joiiiaitoii^ 
«iii4ftoU proMp^'^iite ^i*^ £dr>iifi;tlm |ai^pqgtoiwic 
-el^e^ iM'«xpeiiaoi^ 

lit of ^ttwuiif.^ 1 ' '• w'l.^ ^ii.i>:!<wf r. /;'.!. -r. 

A .•:.» . . •; ci T'. ; «•.'.. -..I'li l»*d «!;;j:';i oiKJ't r );'v 

<4Mt>«««^ utoufcrctijitiiiwiiiiiiit <touhgli;>4h»-.qrB^iir 

infut. To shidd.midb olgcel* fron the 4MmIrIiC 
vice and ausfortane^ mut be ow flnt dKN^t^ ott 
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ftrtt imiNiiM 4ifr tdwldfaig tttrai. Tfaa^ tfipei]; l» 
«S; Ifte 'UnuN j^MiHS to tt» nerilce. Wis ft«l m 
iMfV^'At^lUMtfdoiitog whti«o dea^ i^pMM: wiHu 
Ottt ^p««rer 4o 8iw« ttlalf.' Our liimgMatfDB gtagiw qj 
in aa install^ ttaraagh evpiy pmAtiim vt Sm hotriA 
fate Aat awaits tken : and tiM Biore ire are sboeked 
At «fi tke extmrilmi of wMiy inri pi^tpoiiy tthe 
xMMi kiwIirilMilr «»eii9i4nwii to lbe.«reatere Ahil 
Wjrgtfjurel if we lieyrtiitli iite4giMt> ^y -^ kik 
•UUrt Md in v lnii tMr y; qpitton» en our ddl#oii^ tk# 

ptfie HanA deligUof Mr eyet; wd^ vliilewrliMili 
tie teftM^orted at tinir ioMM^ 
fily ffom ihaae^ wm^toto toimfoltttKr otU wJEiiri^ 
ttoeb MiMy iiid 6QHMiiiiMi»*iiiie ,Mm^ 
mich n^Nsre. * Momi iktU we Mtt m kitemtt ia 
tbe cause of those ehUdieiii^ wImd^ we iebk to fatt$m 
effects of thdr ptoteetioa ? See it ia a life of peaod^ 
ef vMi|D9 of duuraeter, tit reject See it in a labo* 
lAoM ^asMiaSitf to ivpress en Ha hearts of iiwir'eUlf 
diMMithesacveipriBeipies.^yl^^ ^Sas' 

K ia Iftttt giatitede^wMefa wearies Heaven fiM^ iAm^ 
«tig§ tftt ISm headi dr dhpie who JM aas^pawhmjeft 
their ydiith« / , , 

ft 

!EaMaek Ihe whole woild of fleashwei look for 
Mfietiop eajoyineiit p nuHties^ in mseSf^ •& -all . Ihe 
Maretoy of the eeaeasj^ ooi«r will fon lad aiiy efppl 
4e'tt» esosattohyoiioicfeiisiuso...'^^ dslieieosjtsir 
will steal into the eye at the view of the lia|l^isiMI( 
^rou have commaoioated. Oh what a deli^tfol du^jy 
is bead&seaoe, aaidiiow /worihy :o£ /being practtsed 
octivoiy'fatoor fKOSfintifi^i^:! ^ . / 
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kfioira itiiM no^Mjglit or ^Jlftde yshkk^ to the bett/oC 
My abiik^ lbMt^noiwer%nA0^»mxdB$sfWwito 

iatigoe yM jriih Jttdimtlio^ 

Hgwftv^ vmM: hifimi^ibe nriMwtaM yioo lMiV# 
li prevrafr i»: tearce dsrtii^iMlied^ hf My featiH#^ 
ikawaror teToitfaigy firou Aft iniieijf \^idi lies dftilg; 
^ yo«r fiftUi^ tlHoagb eratjruT^nne'iiC tins vmI ei^ ; 
0r what HMy be eooHBeakct finim ^ilr e^^e^ yoar ianu 
gbiilioii BiEy well nadi, tfie ikn^rkig Butf^adwi o| 
inuM^tlMi loitlMOBMiew of ^fei«e. Bentb stittMg 
one wretelMd Yieiiia wliSe Raiarkg uoOer by her 
iMe. lapneaiioiis iigaiiiit heeveii* The. bVu^ 
4eipair of the ratpiKMig ! 
  . ■• . . • - , . , . • 

Nay^ a8«I some tiaw ago obscarved in fMfther 
plaee^ and £aTe mmeh pore reaami to observe now^ 
the evil hsa . so inersasedy that we - isee^ abs^ately, 
ekildreii seam endowed, wilhieafiNit to whom of* 

« 

fniee is seaiee iiBj^vtaUe^ tariied la swarais 4owii 
the stieaia of this infernal ttorent* 

. Is it in natnre notjto Used fw iheie befsn ym, 
whcoi yon. refleet on sueh .things ? Or did all the 
wgrnH of the Divinity ev« appear, to breathe on ha^ 
tuni'aic<io% if it be skot in s^iport of an institatifll 
like this? 

„' . ■■• •  . .',".. 

JPertieidar eiicnmstMieeB have oeeasioned tlm pre^ 
tent appeal to be hrooght lorwafd mneh earlmr » 
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tt« ««tMoii titan was iiitended it sliduld. Tfai^' U H 
gr^ and li^mim disiidvatitage ; as mariy^ ^^^>^ 
of WBuUk and com^deratiM^ who invatiabty ktukti^ki 
on tfai$ oeeairion^ ate now absent froiii totViiV '^ ^%# 
nay I am snre you will therefore be in^t^eiA idhlf 
and generously to redouble your exertions. ^^Tou 
wilt iiot snib^ a* e«(taMifl^t!i(int^6^^ th6^ ptide' of 
tbe metropolts^ so. cherished and so patrotri^rid tiy 
all the virtue of the nation^ to become the victim of 
uni^oidable casualty* 

^^ 
I am sensiUe there are some iodividoals in the 
place^ not usually resident among us^ natives of an- 
other sdl^ whose sool^^ I have had evidence in the 
case of those who perisbed in the late rebellion, are 
^s large as their properties are immense^ This, I 
consider a most providential circumstance in this 
moment of distress. But to you, my friends, the 
natural^ and always atdent protectors of these, or- 
phans, I am ^und abave all to look, nor shall I be 
i^ee^ved. True mercy^ like true valour, is stimula- 
ted by difficoUies. It rises in proportion to tbe 
call qpon it ; and it is not such hearts as yours, 
that will prevent the usual glory of this day from 
the wnetched coDsideni;tioii that it will cost you more 
thaii usually dear. 

I will ^rottble yoQ m mctse. You see^I bave nol 
laboured to excite you ; because I know, from k>ng 
experieace, that your leaning to these fatherless and 
motherless orphans is peciiliar. Perhaps there is 

not, ondtt liesven, a more glorious aad ttansporting 

V 
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I 



\ 



158 



reflfieticRfi^ than to fiuiik that we git intbis p|aeei 
like so many Divinities^ giving^ at a word^ life^ 
bealtbi present happiness^ and immortal bliss>;to the 
most forlorn and friendless of all homan creatures. 
I have done* 



^ Glory be to God on higb^ and peace and gdod- 
^^ will among men/^ 



 t 
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SERMON VTi. 



[The Love of our Country .3 

Boo^ OF Wisdom^ c« xn. v. 18. 

For ny&itharjs , there any .God hut thou that caroft 

for ott. 



TO unite viankind in the bonds of society seems 
ever to have been a primary object in the designs of 
God. In the order of nature, we behold his ^rovi- 
d^nce anxiously directed to th& accomplishmeiit of 
this great purpose^ through the powerful medium of 
man's necessities, land the instinctive attachment be 
feels for his species. In the written law there is 
evidently leiss attention to define and establish our 
obligations to him, than td society. AH the precepts 
of the decalogue, with the exception of two, tend 
clearly to this object. Of the twelve tribes of Israel^ 
be destined but one to the ceremonies of his worship* 
OfUhe firuits of the earth he exacted but the first! 
Of the days of the week he reserved but one sab* 
bath. The rest he devoted to the felicity of hit 
people. 
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* 

In the law of ^aee^ i\ds merciful soli^tiide ie 
atill more evident. For the tendency of the gospel 
is^ obviouslyy to frame all the inhabitants of the 
« earth into one socie^ ; that soci^y into the natnre 
of one family; that family, if I may so say, into one 
heart ^^Holy father ! grant that they all may be 
^^ one ; as thou art in me, and I in tl^e. That they 
^^ may be one, even as we are one.'' Soch wasr 
the most benevolent prayer of our divine master, of 
whom we may say, w^th respect to society, what he 
said of himself, with respect to the ancient law^ that 
be came no^ to d?i»tr<>y, but to perfect ijU. > 

. It appears (hereforo intfbbitable, idy brelhreo, 
that according to the letter and spirit of oar seligion,. 
w« owe to the community of which we are members, 
and from which we derive every public and private 
blessing, the most ardent affection, and consequently, 
the most zealous endeavour, to promote in all things, 
its happiness, lis honour and its glory. ^ This is the 
subject, on which I propose to offer the few reflec- 
tions that have occurred to me, on an hasty consider , 
ration of it, and under the sanction of which, I shall 
t)eg leave in the sequel to submits the claims^ rathiar 
of the happy than the unfortunate individuals yei|> 

# > * 

ve assembled to assist* 

I ought to consider it as a circumstance peculiarly 
fortunate for me on this occasion, that while labour- 
ing under the disk^viwitage inseparable from p, first 
appearance, I have to recommend a caose> too 
nearly connected with the feelings of eyery friend to 
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hw tMnixjf ncA to iaii^re a ^topMHioa to hear ma 
y^Hh iBore than ordinary indulgence. 

• 
It has been assertedy my brethren^ by the enemies 
^f our religion, that if it do not directly diseoaragei 
it does at least, not inci^loate tbe love of our country. 
ISTay, that the sort of zeal it insjuces is utterly un- 
friendly to, the interest of every society. As if we 
bad SQ karaed Christ, as to stand detached from all 
those concerns «nd connections, by which we are 
expressly bound to approve cmrselves to Ood ; and 
as if.the law of universal benevolence wene a law of 
unfeeling and unnatural indlffisrence to the interests 
and happiness of manlpnd ! ^ - 

But such assertions, like a thousand others, from 
ihe same soiHrce, have been too often, and too ably 
refuted, to require I should . dwell long on them. 
I am free iu^eed to acknowledge, that when religion 
degenerates into superstition and fanaticism, it occa- 
Isionally becomes the source of monstroua and incaU 
culable^ evils to society. There is no species of 

history, which a benevolent man reads with more 
distress to hia feelings, than the history of the 
^church* . ' ' . "^ . 

Om shudders to think, what scenes of blood and 
diseoijA have listed at different times in the world, 
aa it were by ditine authority. Yatious and discor- 
dant parties of Christians, latmnriag to annoy and 
wtirminate each other^ like wild, beasts, with un^ 
wearied persjBYerance and every cir4^umstance of the 
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mb^l refined barbarity ; the V^ shout of persectt^ 
lion lind intolerance issiring from the pulpit of God^ 
and the spirit and dye of the Koran transplanted 
Ihto the gospel of peace ! 

' But as well might God himself be made respon- 
sible for such horrori^^ as the law which expressly 
reproves and condemns them. Let the answer be 
recollected^ which our blessed Lord made to his 
disciples/ when they required him^ in the tnie spirit 
of sanguinary bigotry^ to commatid fire from heaven 
for tiie destruction of a Samaritan village ; ^^ Ye 
^< know not/' said he, ^* what manner of spirit ye are 
<<of.'' The Son of Man came not to inspire prin- 
ciples of hatred and disunion, or cruelty and re- 
venge, but to fill the human bosom with mutual for^ 
bearatice a^nd affection. 

What a striking contrast then do all bitter and un- 
charitable feelings present to the character of Him, 
who was so eminently the friend of liU mankind, 
and who bequeathed to the world this glorious and 
immortal sentence, ^^By this shall all men know 
♦* tliat you are my disciples, if you love one anoth6r/^ 
A sentence, which I most heartily wish, had been 
written on the frontispiece of all Christian temples, 
on the walls of the Vatican, on the study of eveiy 
Gbristian minister, and in the heart of every Chris- 
tinn ! A sentence, which I am sure, if properly and 
universally attended to, would have been productive 
of more solid happiness, honour and glory to nations, 
than all that is recorded of heroism and greatness, 
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in tlie hitfavy ckT iiamM pasdiong ! If ibis ^niotiof 
jwIigiiHi be^ M its enemies assert^ unfrieofUy to the 
interests of soeietji what other principlo in the s^al 
shall mvariably urge man. to^rompte them ? What 
is to (^mand those sublme saerifices^ whieh his 
f^ouaiiy may otbm require at his hands ? What is to 
prevent his aspiring to situations . which require 
talent and qoalifieations to which ^einay be a sti:an«» 
ger ? I What Js to seoui^ an indefatigable attention to 
Us pnblic duties? or stidadily resist the Jeinptation 
of hw biin^g bis principles, to the bapiner; an4 
thus basely cementing his private fortune to the in« 
jury of the common good ? 

Is reason sufficient^ QV is the^ natural love of rec* 
titode^ or r^gpu^ to the world's opinion ^officienj^ to 
withstand^ on every oeqasioii^ the mighty power of 
perjfonal inteK!est os ambitiop ? How many men^^ who 
talk loudly wA finely pn the subject of pji^blii^ ^% 
are marvellously sileji^ by the magic of apme lu- 
arative employ«iaa^ in wbieh the onee-4&i>4<tg P&t* 
riot eats^ in opprobrious peace^ the oblivion of bis 
ahame and degradation f How»of ten #as resentpient 
at unn^qiuted services, or the fueling of difaf^ointed^ 
amMtioit^ inspire strenuous opposition tp the  wisest 
and most beneficial public measures, and even sug^ 
^gl^t prfLotices directly iaconsistent Trlth fbe^; P^^Apf 
and tidier 4»f socie^.? .., .. 

> . ' ■' • I ' .- \ 

It is veTy possible, I eonfiass; that inan may, . ba 
Wged by some partieitlarpawion^. whether it betoa 
goldy* power, or glory, to preat exertions in the ser* 
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vice of bis cmuitry. Bat eaeliof lliose pttaeioMy or 
the imioD of all^ migh^ acewdiBg to eireotigtsiieeo^ 
Ml^nfttarally lead him to attempt its rain. 

We ave not suvely bUnd to examples, fie ttiet 
siieeeeds by a train of illustrious aetiofis i& towering 
above his feUow-eitizene^ is too easily transfimnedl 
into tbeir tyriitit. No^ * ray JbrnthreR, man/todie* 
charge his part property/ Wh^ither ib ilis pabtie •^i^ 
private relations^ mdst be supported by a ptv^iplo 
more powerful than any lie datives fte«i> natitto ot 
tbe world. ^ 



Such every day^s experience proves to be tbcr 
feeblest of alt resources againel hiis passions^ It is 
from religion jrikme he ean dmw that virtue^ wkiob 
nothing cah shake ; <hat r^al gren^er^st' of schA 
whtcb readify saciiUces iiipose/ property^ anid' life^ 
to the public cause^ without ti view but thtf peilsm 
^mance of his doty ; and sei^VM^ with the seilie ittl^a^ 
riable mAlf a grateful or ungriiteM eountry. 



'• •» 



Of Ais vre have a fttrong instance in^ the' wfilii^ 
of one of the ablest, and niosi ieftrepid 4eli^err of 
Ghrlstianity in the^foutdi oebttiyy. «< Befcbld ! ^ siqr# 
he, addressing himself to the r^Uing emperoi^^ ^^-thtf 
^ eflbfets of GhrSst^ doctrine on his fi>ll6 wers I Thoiigib^ 
^^ groaning under the most infauman edieti^ Wti yet 
^^ serve wkh fidelity in your fleets and armies. We 
^ defend yont towns^ yooi'fbriresscHi, yeur.ldeSy yonr 
^^ provinces/ the atseml^s ^ y^r pMpt^ '^wsr 
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^f temte^ «Bd your palaces* We abandon you (mly 
^^ ftt tto threshold of yonr temples. 

> 

^^ Inspeet onr lives ; what vices are they stained 
/^ with ? What virtues are they not adorned vrith ? 
^^ What description of your subjects ^sontribntes with 
^^more cheerfulness^ from the scanty resources of 
^^ poverty^ to supply the exigencies of the state? 
^^ Who are leas addicted to turbulence and comma* 
^ ^^ tion? What citizens mwe devoted to their prince? 
^^ Wlmt soldiers more prodigal of their blood? 

« 

*  ' - - 

^^ The support of your throne you have no more to 
<^ reproach us with^ unless it be a crime to support 
^f crar tyrants^ and obey thehr orders ; unless it be a 
^^ crime to mourn in patient silence over the effects oC 
'^ violated justice and humanity ; and prove the in« 
^^ fiuence of a divine religion^ which, while it prompts 
^^ m to deplore and detest your cruelties, yet ^ebe- 
>^ xoaAj ei^ages us to range under yonr eagles, and 
^ expire in your ranks.?^ 

On this passage there needs no comm^. If re^ 
ligpon be not calculated -to inspire the most sublime 
devotion fw our country, in vain shall we hope for 
it from any other principle under, heaven. There 
is, indeed, a species of public spirit, which every 
Christian must diselaim and abhor ; because utteriy 
repugnant to the spirit of the gospel. I mean that 
which lends a mask to an . insatiable and merciless 
system of conquest and aggr^diaement, and pur- 
sues' what is called nailonal glory, through torrents 

X 
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of homao blood. What dreadfiil exainpletj mi^t not 
be exhibited of this in every age of the world ? Uh-^ 
fortunately the world has nearly in every age groaned 
under instances of this damnable conspiracy against 
the rights and tranquillity of mankind ; and often^ 
too often, have wondering and infafiiated nation]^ 
conferred the title of hero on men who, in the eye of 
reason, justice and humiiinlty, are no more than the 
worst scoorges of the bui^an race. It is latilentabU 
to think, that the most destructive |)assions should' 
have ever raised and immortalized man in the mind 
of man. That, under the sanction of brilliant and 
successful crimes, lis name shoitici proudly pass to 
posterity, while those Virtues, that are the soareb 
of every blessing to society, are scarce deemed wor- 
thy of remark) or are rapidly fiDrgotten; * 

Well do nations deserve such masters, when they 
are dazzled by such glory. Let us now consMeir 
the other incentives we have to the love of our conn- 
try. From our social union it is that We df^rive afl 
those dear and tender connexions that constitute the 
leading charmis and happiness of human life $ fbat 
parents, children, brethren, friends, associate, fellow 
citizens, are all enabled to live and act (og^her^ in 
love and peace, mutual confidence und general seca^ 
tity ; that our inheritance, the filuits of our industry, 
iind reward of our laibours, ate quietly enjoyed, and 
freely applied to purposes of benevolence and duty^ 
tliat under the wholesome administration of those 
laws, which providence hath appointed for our re- 
fuge and protection^ we fear nt> open viofettoe^ asd 




1^4 l^fBuJitiy^^^e eve^y bpoent art and liberal refine* 
i^ent of a eiyil jitate; to extend our riews and inter- 
course, and know all the enjoyments arising from a 

fellowisihip of things divine and human. 

» 

,»■ -».'■•>., • • I . 

. ^:Tl^^^$afejguf, private blessing^. It is not, my 
li^tkJ^^^ ^,%h^ sordid an4 sel^sh {nember of spcfety 
ib%t such CQVtsiilecations are ^d^^ressed. He who 
|l|i^l\^.|iot j^ff^tiQiis ^Uroijg i^npngh to , pierce bey oqd 
tjhfa^ wi^^IlflpAc^irGlq of bis own e^neerns, will think 
^tle i;iC.tly|.£fa|efi:il retui;ii8 due to his country. Jt 
Is the be^t^ f^U fraught with Gbristia&benevolenee^ 
which eonsults joys in the joys, and sormws in the 
sorrows of all around it, that is alone susceptible of 
.trq# pi^b)ic >y|rtae. 
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. ;^^ppws» f vvw^;pnce divested of all^ftt fnd 
^qgTQiyi fl^UpSPI f^very principle, boweveir revered, 
J|9|lfnriigl^t|i^. friendship, coi^itry, even natural 
flflfefitkWi mlhM tbfj balance of bis perverted Judg- 
meat, al\ be outweighed by interest. , The sole rule 
of his life is the maxim of the Roman satyrist, Mo- 
ifUff^mj^h^ 1 mQ^ey^ t)|at is, if the plfiin and beat- 
.4|i.p^tbs<^ tbe lyqrid will not conduct him to that 
yC^, r^tb^r t^p fail he will fall into evevy labyrinth 
:pf ffz^4 V^ Wiqwty, Gprge him as yw will, his 
-91^4^94 A(¥^l ynll still thirst ^ more^ \ 

, As l|e .is,|i)fe9^ible to th^ calamities of his fellow 
icfp^int^ so tbe {^eiUest torment be can suffer is an 
«ppMl to Ills w«rpy« Should k» fftomble as the jBn- 






HHiritaQj^ on sMie dpeetack of woe, he'i^HR MdM tin 
booegt movements of nature, «nd^ like bii ' wottbjr 
brother the Levite^ rapidly pass to the oth^ side of 
the way. 

Suppose him, however, nnder the unavoidable 
necessity of listening to the petition of misery^ * he 
will enideavour to beat down the evIdMice- of the 
ease, by the meanest shifts and civasions^ or crj 
alpud^ like the boptal and insensible Nabal to die 
hungry soldiers of J)avid, ^< Why should I bei»iieii 
^^ a fool as to give my flesh which 1 hwt prepared 
^^ for my shearers^ to men I know not from whence 

'^theybe/^ 

•i 

But admitting that a remnant of shame, for eitam- 
pie, in the face of a congregation like this, should 
goad him for once to aa act of beneficence ; so un- 
worthy of the great occasion would it probably be, 
that the idol of his soul would appear mcnre distfenetly 
in the relief ^e administers, than in the bltrbarous 
insensibility which habitually withholds it* 

Immortal God, what a passion! and how^mmrti 
ought the power and fascination of that object to be 
dreaded, which can turn the human heart into such a 
pathless and irreclaimable desert ? Irreclaimable, I 
say: for men enslaved by other passions are every day 
reformed and enlightened by the ministry of religion, 
or the sober reflection of increasing years. But who 
will say, that man in the extremity of selfishness was 
ever reclaimed by human resource i Was OTer vulotfr- 
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able' to'l^etitoacli; oi^^ t had almort added^ 6veii 
cdnf^ble by gicaee ? No ! througb every stage and 
xwdtliOB tyf life he rtmains in variably the same. 
€hy if any^ difference appear^ it is oidy this, that as 
he advances into the ;hade of a long evening, in his 
Iridl wod sad^ deeUne of life, while tottering over a 
yawniag grani, with every other passknrlorig blasted 
i& ^ heart, he seeks for more pelf with renewing 
wigmiesr;* holds by a iainking worldf withaa agon- 
iiitig'9n»p, and drops into the earth wi^ the 
iae9dttediea»e df wretdiedness on his heid, withont 
4hs trifaote of a tear, from child> friend, or country ; 
xkmj otbdr insCTiptiqii oh the raemnry of the man, 
tnntthat he lived to counteract the ^distribntii^ justice 
^df Providence, and ^Ued without hope w titte id an 
hap^y iiriniortaiky. . •/ £ 

^ That ttfeM «re fe# examples of so complete a 
tMnsfMuuitidii dNna our natural * character, I admit. 
But, if avariee be rare, Mammon has s^l numerous 
aioreA of ajKMlhdr ' d^criptiob ; and,, in ^th, little 
iiyferene^ doM it laakb to the prolific order of 
misery, whether it be spumed by a heart of ada- 
WHiiiky^ or not effiictually « relieved by thwe who are 
no otherwise attached to money, than i» the iastau- 
ment of various indulgences. This I fetyr, my 
' Ibrl&liff^sn, is a tCMi getmal ease. Biit I have akeady 
d«|MMad tooferlk^in my subject ' 

• » 

'The ntot grokind f(tyr affection fer <mr coufttfy, is 
the wisdom and goodtaess of its institutions. ^ Under 
ddsiinioh ttci most arMtrary, there k yfet la iibe heill 
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•feveiynan Mittheient love for .<h|i r^<Ai of ^Mi 
fiativHy^ wbieb notkiag caaeffiHU^ : piolNiUy fm^tlsd 
Id eftfly aod habitual intiiBaey with purtiQultrjN^iPMi 
Mslomsi aikd ^ifiierst 






When isivil govemmtnt ii »Me ibkriUiy ^ 
«eiitiiiient .m^araUy aeqnirat raoee ardcHy as it Smm 
beiMm from a Muse of soaie raal bctafAto^ mA 4m 
iMpe of extiBtt^Dtig tbem. Biii^ my bmifaroiii whan 
'tten liire, at .ire do, ui^r a syitem of fiMd«n> pbTr 
liaps^ all tiniigi^oiMidered^ die mott pKhtitimkmm 
was, or ever ean be devised by limi»DJattdiei»lamt- 
log ; where the meanest eiiizeii is ptoodly andjiisfl^ 
eotiseioas of a sopetior lot^ io-tteiseale of Qom{mr&- 
iorf with other ttattons, aad.ii!eadathe*gr6ilad l^ilh 
Berv^e and pride, from a sense of Ms kitel JMepan- 
deoce and' inviolable seenrity from power, as to 
jprop^r^ and p^rsM; wh^eihe hmmm miiullsfree 
.to utter and publish its bolder thoftgbta oa men and 
;^ngs wMhput fCny oonttKoV but (hat fif .)«w^ ^ 
which he. has himself eonieatedj fiad evfiy thing 
eois(^ies to eaUfoi!tti all iim tel^t,raiMl ^m¥tff%/ti^ 
viitait * *f ^hic^. human Mtote }» Msceptibilo ; 
jydeously in*feiistf>le mnst thit wmA hewhteh Immiis 
MtwiifcjpiKbUc^aflbBtionJ ^ 



.1 . 
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Tk»JBk:B(iA)\tia o«U»i<ttttiijr jc&et. Mhtt/mbU* M 

voald require far dtheri^wenihiR^ttHMi^ to4»j0- 

tiee to the proofs yon have given, in the eonrse of a 

long tad Nm^F QwABst^ .i'mismg. t|ihig -dtfr «Qd 

<«Mr9d jto yoa «9} freemen .fw4:f!MiMMMiii ^« 



iri 

1^ kMik toyott tti^ Mid pt^ttlalim^ H^y wmdA 
Mvtar of jmAifj. Seuoe 4iae«raible qh the mf 
of ile Mrtb^ yow fleets bave yet extmded from pok 
to pole, ia a series of trinniphsi as gbnioas as miiiu 
termpted^ and collected matter to pozzk the fiutk of 
fatare generatUNiar Wherever year armies have 
foeen^ they eith(» saw and conquered^ or deserved to 
conqner by boUkess of enterprise^ and nndaiu^ed 
valosor. Borne ievemeyoa have known f it is the 
fbrtnne of war; brit even from rererse yon have 
ArawnnMr energy. 

I» the vny worst cirenmstances in whieb yon 
w^e^ to the astcmishment of the worlds of yoor foe^ 
ntid peiliaps yoor own^ you have ineteased in time 
flttd stidiore. The longer yon persevered in the eon* 
ffiet^ the mig^tiflr yonr designs^, the nmre daring yoor 
exploitB. 



Sneb nneonquttsble spirit conld alone arise fimli 
ihe greatness of the object for which yon eonteiided^ 
Egypt will remain an everlasting monument of what 
firitoqs, and I call the well-affiBcted of both oountrien 
by^ tibat' ptiDtid and < glorioiis name^ can attempt and 
aecomptmh^ under climate ihe most advmw^ dagger 
the most awfiil^ and against an enemy vainly assn- 
ndag the title of Invin^JUei^ 



loi a word i while among the leading powers of 
ihe eeatineot^ some euly Withdrew from the $kfs^ 
gle^ some, fuHr a dis^racefol security^ tan«^y sstdimii- 
ted to the yoke; and others^ after a faithful 
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Bpjjiwd&M of all tbeir^neli^iei attd nsamte^ &mA 
it vaia to make head any longer .agaimA a reiuaHew 
torreaty Britain alonei as a roek in tliie iftidat of the 
deep, continued to defy its utmost fury^ appearing 
the more majestic and unimpressible from the iimek 
and hnmiUatioii of nations around her. 



More. /my hrethien ! Notwitiistandins the uniott 
af seasons^ of nearly famine^ with all the calamitiea 
of war^ jiot a moment^s real inlerraptbn to internal 
order and tranquillity; the heaviest bnrdens : Jborne 
with alaerity and joy. Never did the blood of pat* 
riotism irun higher^ than when called upon to make 
the greatest sacrifices. Not a man in the nation was 
found base enough to recur to art and ingenuity to 
to elude them. Even the declared and original ene* 
mies to the war^ as well as they who thought that 
peace ought to have been earlier accepted^ nobly 
proved that they differed from the mass of their fel- ' 
low- citizens only as to the meians of securing the 
happiness of their country. 

From one extremity of your coast to the other, 
the threatening invader saw and recoiled from a cresi* 
ted and formidable determinatiofi to conquer or pe» 
rishin the threshold. Not all the splendid visions 
(and visions indeed have they proved^) of fraternity 
and equality, could shake the firm allej^ance and 
'^delity of a people, whdkn long experience and sober 
reflection had instructed rightly to estimate the hles« 
f ings they enjoyed. 



$ 



\ 



i7i 

VktAf in tbe happiest and best constructed socie.*^ 
iies^ somb wretches should be founds rebels by na- 
>ftire to all rulie and govern ment, tvho, in the prospecC 
of plunder or dominion^ would eagerly grasp at any 
scheme of famovation^ whatever hon^ors it might' 
tbreiiten id engender, cannot be wondered at, sinto 
heaven itself nourished serpents in its bosom, who 
preferred reignitig in the abyss, to the fulness of hap-^ 

piness in the realms of glory. , . 

, . .\ ,  . • • ••  

^or yott^ it is enough, thai the scanty and misera- 
ble eflTdrts of disaffection among you sunk under thiei 
execration of the many ; or, in otheir words, were 
lost and overwhelmed, like spots on the disc of th§. 
sun, in the blaze of loyalty an^ attachment that en- 
circled the constitution and the throne. Such, .mj 
brethtren, is a feeble sketch of the proud effects that 
have resulted from the public virtue of Britons ! Noi; 
do I tiesitate to say, that to the invincible stand the]( 
have made, true liberty is indebted for still possess- 
ing one refuge in JBurope. It is impossible for the 
mind not to adore the inscrutable-judgments of Gedji 
liirhen it beholds a people, after having waded through 
seas of blood, and run the circle of all conceivabjie 
ealamity in the seeming pursuit of that inestimable 
distinction, return at last to the very point from which 
they started, gladly reposing under the yoke which 
fhey once furiously rent asutider, and hailing witk 
the same voice the restorer of tranquiiUty ami new 
tppressor of their country. 



'» 
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tiiat to attain or {^reserve the real bl^smli^.^ li^NNsf t 
it is indispeoaably necessary that % nation ili9q|d b% 
worthy of it ; worthy rf it by^aTev«ence for Gto^ 
and a knowledge of virtaes that adorn luiinani^* 
Kor is there one evidence on reeprd^ of {MP^vai)}fi§ 
impiety and cormpticm of manners beiog compi^Ud 
with ought but a ^tato of profound poUtic^al AnioQf^ 

The anstere and virtuous days of the Gre<oian and 
Koman cominon. wealths were' the, only dayisof 4h^ir 
freedom find gloiy. And hei^ my brethren^ I a«l 
naturally prompted* to, observe^ that ^^ If nopnAioii hQ[ 
^ so great, or hath God so nigh unto them as the 
'^liord our Ood hath been uptp us, in ^U thiogs 
^ which we bave callad opon him for^ if i|p>$^ioij^ 
^be so g^t^ or hatb statutes and judgments so 
^^ tijghteousy we sboiild take heed tp /k^ep our 
^ souls diligently, lest we forget the (bings which 
^ our eyes have s^en^ and they dep^t firQihiawr h^rte 
*< all the days of QUr liyes.^ 

Biere have you, in the very words of QuiJj A^t'^PR 
and faithful reprektintatlon of yoi^r happy . ^od glo- 
tioos tontftition', v^ith a solemn admonition to evince 
a proper sense/ und hold in your eternal recollection 
the source ot^sWh peculiajr favour an^d p^c^liipr pror 
leetibta, aga^insit'tbe grasp of that gigantic ambition^ 
Whiih, under tb6 mask of officiouW ^1 ibjr your in^ 
terests. would'bav(^ added you to the .train of its innu- 
merable victims. Look up^ then, to the great example 
of Christian piety and virtue God has seated on your 
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IliiMcii, *nd ieftin frmn tbeuetf tetdtuXtf to efteiUlk 
«id propagate, as yo« stations and abittties adml^ 
tte prindples and practice of 'teue religion amob^ 

yoa, 

■r 

tf sneb be (be «fay and the staffs fbd fefage aii4 
eomfori of every individual^ as welt as aure su^oM 
of every society^ never forget tbaf your eyes have 
seen what the detestable philosophy of the times^ 
after, long and profound meditation of its projects in 
solitude and silence^ came forthut length to preach 
and exhibit^ to an unenlightened world ; declared 
im^tience of alt rule and (5ontrouV $ a general spirit 
of inquietude and turbulence ; rooted contempt of all 
andent notions ; buriking desire of novelties ; youtik 
Without restraint^ old age without remorse ; nature 
Itself 60 longer respeeted ; parents nndisfinguiiihed 
by tenderness for their children ; children by the love 
and reverence of their parents ; women by conjugal 
Udetify ; citizens by the recollection of tbdr duties | 
people by their former simplicity : vice the most 
abandoned, crimes the. most atrocious^ held in hon* 
Dur and estimation ; shame reserved only for human* 
i(y and virtue ; suicide a received and glorious re^ 
iource under private ihisfortune or political disap- 
pointment ; anarchy and conftision in iill states and 
contiexioiis ; no fixed and eternal nfte of right; ne 
society ; nd Gnd. These are the blessings that issued 
fronk a sdfaoot of superior tight and wisdom, to grace 
and inittorlalise the liappy subversien of Gbristiad^ 
ityt — 



• ( 
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Gnat &o^ wbat a wandiig example ! Ho v pa^ 
Cajiarly sboald it be felt, when you reflect. Dot oidj 
pn the impious liberty, so prevaleiit aopongst men a^ 
this day^ of ridicoling and rejecting truth the most 
Mcred and evident, from a miserable vanity of ap- 
pp^ripg to soar above received opinions ; bat , wbat 
|s worse, op the. notorious industry, with which ttia 
jnoi^t diabolical, if you will pardon the expressioDi 
l^f all productions hai^ beeq circulated i^t^ here aii4 
In Ireland { 

Under such circumstances, remember, my brethreni 
that as Christians, and lovers of your country, yoq 
PW$ to the 4iyino ^ysteio yOM pqssess, the niost an- 
gual^fi^d support by practice and by word ; mt % 
|iilei|t or languid disapprobation of the bile that \» 
past on it ; but a bold, prompt and manly defence 
pf its Interests^ in the fac^ of all consequences, with? 
put respect to p^sons. ftememb^r that in vain is it 
taught 4nd announced, or its glory displayed in the 
(emple qf God, if it otherwbe decline through our 
plumber and indifference. Remember that wheq 
persecuted by tyrants, and forced to seek refuge in 
ihe caverns of the earth, np power ijpuld yet over-? 
lyhelm it* . Tl|e reasop |s obviops, because every 
Christian in tho^e days was a pipdel of wjiat ]|ie pro- 
fessed, apd a seldier in its defence. Our duty is still 
\\\t sam^t We are not indeed called . to the same ^ 
(rials. But an inheritance so divine, and so dearly 
l^prcbas^d, ^eareboqnd intrepidly to. guards and 
faithfully to transmit. No human consideration i^ap 
^arrant ap^ (hiqg lik;e neptrality, wbep it is invaded^ 
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^^cHifi (faM; it mit fiMrise k tipftoMi ibe/^ ture tte ex- 
pisess wordi of Chiitt No middle wa;^^ my bfe^ 
threQ, Open and atowed itifiddi^ is nearly virhie; 
^mnpaired to it TVi think that we can acquit oinr^ 
i^elres to God and . big iaw^ wittiQut opposing his; 
^neml^y U that monatroos eompoiind of faith and 
^ upostacy^ which drew ^mth^ prophet Efijah this> 
liitlier reproach to the ^ews^ ^ How long will you 
^^balt betwe^ two opinions ? If the Lord be your. 
^f God, follow hisi ; if not follow BaaL^^ To hesi*: 
tate and hold bii^k, wheii h^noiir and ^onyietion cAk 
aloud for a manly avowal of our sentiments, may 
a^occHrd with the piilitlcaal morality of the world. But 
there is a grwdeur in the MUse of God, that admits 
only <tf decided fnends, ot deeided foes. Tim Chris-: 
tian who tamely permits rel%ion to^ be revited in his. 
prsiience must he dei^ised by the ve^ry reviler. » 

• • • , • • f'  ,- ' ... ' , , 

Zeal is not zeal> if it know any bcrands at such a 
moment. Then it is that we should know no. qian,^ 
aec<Mrding to the world, or the Qash : fwget friends 
and comiexions^ the rank, the titles, the authority of 
all who can presume In our presence to foi^et them-, 
selves, ^f The fbol,^ says the Gospel, ^^ should be 
<^ treated according to his folly;'', and flie glory of 
the most high Godrpfomptly avenged for the outrage 
^nly o&red liim by bis vile creature* 

Such is. our indisputable duty. Of persons in the 
bi|^ scores of. Ufa, it is^ if possible, more so. 
Thqr see, too clearly, the happy w dastrfictive<in«: 

liranGe okC iheir najmers s^d mQrals;.Bot to;b« 



I7« 

e^lly MMibk fhat iheii^ eounteAanit to nlfgion is 
a lower of etrength. Penom of inferior degree can do 
Utile eomparatiTe good or itobchief hj tbeir ^xamplcr^ 
withdrawn from the fixed atletition of the woiM by 
liie obseorlty of their lot^ whether they stand or fall, 
ttte consequence is^ merely or nearly so^ to theni-» 
•elves. They dio but edify or infect, if I may say 
io, within the reach of their arms. Bnt they, wlioiit 
God has ranlced high above the moltitnde^ beeofte 
inMlibly, either instmrnente to increase or to sajp^ 
ibe st^ck of vhrioe and morality in the nation. 

On the saMe principle^ according aK Aey arcr 
!feealoas or indiibrent in Uie support of religion, shall 
file spirit that would 6verthrow it, nnemngjly, gahar 
ground, or retam abashed from wbenoe it corned, 
daily experience evincev tliat eminent ^ety can prer« 
dnce a degree of reserve in flie most profligate and 
ptdbittb. What then must its power be, when joined 
to tite imposing ascendency of slaition ? Tes, my 
brethren, one word, nay, one look of rebnke front 
file onion of these ^tinetions, will oR^n db more to 
riieck and arMtot the audacions salltoo ctf Ittsiigioii^ 
ten the most ieatoos dbrto of Ghristfams !n inlMiir 
•latiM. It is the nature of mam to look np ht^ h\M 
model; md tlo worid besides maktis it ctfton no 
much his inteiwt to plea^ those abov4 himy tlut h» 
can assume, for that purpose, virtue to which he is a 
itnlnger^ or «ven vices wfhUA^ he dMeiMi. T^ the 
Vfinistiy, abOMTO iM, religion toais fbr Ae most sttott'^ 
nous support If ittdiAi«nee in smedier CkriAtiaii 
lia^ dteiiaily nol hMH reprMOHMd il^ iiv men set 



|«]Bgre«f, it is s^i^ly t^ tpqt Ustidapoe of gM 
•nd bfyipQMi. 'TjA tbe«t» tberef<we, on til o«6i. 
•io98> to «(Mid,l«rt^ iMi resiat tke <itb«iy to » widl 
of l)jrM«« 'Ti9 ittl«ini». i« Mtd owt of.>tbe ten|iltt of 
(SMf ilo.prevcnit tbe cpia of Uie warny and vmm 
§tmi»^ ji;< Mfly ftia»wkiiig . lOieia^poitiin^ m4 
iMraJTiMiflfiiiir if wi^ ifr* iritft iffiirfri'ii' " 
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Tliisi ithelr ;8ii|^f«rier, isfovnation .tMutensUB! theai 

HFiqiapb^nUy .to:d9» Tbk WH^te 1^ jttirir^i9» 

' Vaify if «iiy tbing.^ l»4«»r ^««vfiii MAtAislniilfttB ibt 

j^ofijof Jpti) lA^ virtifl aiMD^ VW. urn »'.' / 

own ^m^ tli^ u9«!tortnl vtfim ol'tbe \R«fiqM«ff) m« 
counted ^Ui ^.ft>r <b(B gm* poyiwfijlm p94M#iBf^ 

friJt|> r«fp:«4i tW^gfr 'WVS^ie: ftTor kflftwpi tp^,^9fm% 

si^Q toJD.recfln^ toi) pftlp^bltt id. ]i>e.,{Hm^T4»;t«i^ 
of '^iiijaisfledgp;49ii§fl t^jth* mqitj^oalois^ fi»4 
sabmissive faitb^ attempt to blacken bis great nam* 
Y^ the xtyiroac)! ofrlH^lSttUipn. I rfyiljj |bvbii a, 
l^ffas iPty^^H^syUtiop, wbipb jej^^ina, «ven^ i^ yp% 
^ ^I^jP^ .tQ;papei;^ pvAi». lo^e iofidelt tceipbl^i 
anid oippprt, witb gi^otie ab^Uty, UtQ J^intereMt 
.^ bju|{^9i})|tf]]fy 4«4^4|i^^()^d. ,; 
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My t>r60iren^ I iTeiur I am de&ibiiig jmi teh \6ngi 
the ocMsidn uf y<mr meetiBg I sball siy Ikfle^i 
The^gmaiid I todk in this JBseoiiiM ivta nAtorall^ 
Mglgerted by it ; aod^ thoagb I* am eonseioaa bf 
liavioig tveataid it with mack imp^erfectton, I feel coa« 
fident that the result of thki hoar will do hc^aoinr to 
the pirililic virtue «f this naliM. I should deem it 
the highest insult that ewld be offbred to Uiat sUbluM 
and universal feeling amoi^st you^ did I labour to 
SKeitein you.sueh a eause as tlM( jir^toent. It is not^ 
as on ordinuy oceasiens^ an apptel merely to your' 
nwcy^ or I skould not hesitate to do so* The world 
and tts passionsi ttnbapi|pily> raise loo many obstaeli^ 
to the full and perfect' txereisd of ooor Aaty to tfe 

• • • 

wretched^ not -to require the ^itmosi eflinrts iii the 
ministry to enforee it. Though, I thank my^ God^ 
IhaH eHti Co your eminence ill itt^*qr I am not a 
stranger^ haviAg^ on tnori^publie eikeosions'than oney 
in another Aftimtry, behiU With my own eyM, y^sy 
^rinc^Iy instances (tfttwttiiMuein^tty dist^gnished 
p^8<tea^igt ofthis. Aii(d«i^iii surethaty as longas 
tt^re reisrains 6n earth any revei«oce"foir all that is 
d^9«d'tod divine ini Ubman benevolence/ilitd me- 
morjr bf.tbe aid and protection yoii bave affiorded td 
Ike uhfortunAte vietiniis of a memorable revolution^ 
l^th clergy and laity^ cliti iiev^r^ never be elbced« 






' But> my bretbreni great aiiid prompt as ydiir feel: 
ings of humanity may be, I invoke them not« I look 
up to a different principle. I commit the cause I 
have in hand singly to your patriotism. It is im'- 
possible you should love your country to the d^sreis 
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you bare evinced yod do^ and not burn ijo pay the 
last and noblest sacrifice that man can offer to it. If 
the memory of an Abererombie can never perish ia 
a Britil(h bosom ; if all who have shed immortal lusf-, 
tre round the British nam^^ whether in the command 
of your fleets or armies^^ be your idols ind your 
boast ; and eveiy reward, every distinction, which a 
piitriot Sovereign has conferred on thenar, find in your 
hearts the warmest sanction; if the return of those 
brave troops, that fought and conquered in defence 
of every thitig dear and sacred to you as freemen and 
Ghriitians, be hailed throughout the nation with enthu- 
siasm and rapture, and art set at work to immortalize' 
tlieir exploits ; this day will be, can be no dtfaer, thaA 
a day of triumph to the proud and glorious calamity X 
bring before you. Proud and glorious I call it, since 
it is k\\ that is left of those who greatly perished in the 
satne cause : the teifderest pledges of departed hus- 
bands and fathers, the merit of whose blood was^ 
alas ! the only inheritatnce they had to bequeath them. 

Great 6od ! what is there to be envied in wealthy 
if if be not the power to pour it out on such a cause ; 
if, to pour it out in such a cause be not the first of 
human enjoyments ! Great wealth is often the lot of 
the vilest of mankind, as well as yours. It cannot^ 
in itself, render any man truly respected, either 
aliv6 or dead. It confers not one solitary talent, 
one solitary virtue. It is uneAq^ual to remove one 
pang firom the heart ; one ache from the tooth. It 
may roll through ihe public ways in gaudiest mag* 
nifieence, yet sink at tbe same mOme^ti under tbe 
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effected acorn of beholders. The most «tn<iie4^ 
9iost luxurious gratifications it can purchase are 
ri4>id^ and quickly forgotten, and in many, out of 
the four and twenty hours that constitute tfc» ^^y^ 
namely, the hours of repose, place its possessor on a 
level with the most destitute of mortab. It leaves 
us at the approach of the grave. We view it on the 
bed of death wiUi frozen indiSereaee, m fruUleM 
avidity. Our heirs too.often pant for our expiriiig 
breath, and, naked, we pass to the embrace ^ eor* 
vuptbn, either woeful victims of perverted gifts, or 
cooident aspirers to the {Hromised and everlasting 
leward of the benevolent. Now^ truly, my brethren^ 
tlie prophet saitb, ^' there' is little, Judgment in tbe 
^ goings of man/^ Imagination, that able impostor, 
walks him, in search of happiness, from chimera to 
chimera. The experience of evei^ hour shoQld cute 
his delusion. His delusion renudAs, in spite of ex- 
perience. Born to i^mbitioo, and the possfessi^n of 
infinite good, all his views, all bis efferts are yet 
obstinately directed to deck tbe little span that in- 
tervenes between his cradle and hisgraa^e. Sorrow, 
and care, and miserable /agitation, become the portion 
of his days on emrth, merely to die overwhelmed 
with riches, or surrounded with splendour. 

, . '-  

Kapidly, too rapidly, my brethren, does that pe« 
pod advance, that will display, in a faitUTul glass, 
what shadows we^are, and what shadt^ws we may have 
pursued. Nor does the great globe inherit one ob- 
ject that could afford u9 so much eonsidation at that 
fjremendoiis ipoHieut, ^& the recollection ef one eup 
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«f iriltelp'^ft fo a e%iti df^ ttisteiry m Hie ilkiiie 4f 

, » 

Vb^ tlierelbr% ^f Wttlkm^ the wealth ^ifh 
WWeh €M hiyi'(lopMfli#fetJi^ blessed you^ in a maA- 
^«r hdtiiAirabb .to yodr^ teligkNs^ t4 baman nAtMd^ 
and youff country. Vst it^ tbis great occadi^ft as 
you useid it on a similar one. Let the immense sub- 
scription that followed your everlasting triumph on 
the north seas^ stand full in your recollection at this 
moment, soar as much higher as you will. But deq^ 
and eternal would be the ground of self-reproach^ 
did yoa meet the present claim on you with inferior 
.aouls. 

I make no comparison between the different ser* 
vices. I believe I may say^ without doubt, that 
Egypt was the grave of your enemies hopes j that 
in £gypt you conquered peace, and laid the surest 
foundation for its permanence and stability, by giving 

. to the world, after a contest of nine long years, unpar- 
alleled in the annals of time ^r the complexion of 
its efforts, the most impressive lesson it had received 

. of the incalculable power^ valor and energies of this 
nation. 

I will trouble you no more. This is the first 
occasion uf my life where the relief of misery was 
, the question^ which I deemed it necessary to press 
on my heajrers : a case, in its nature^ so irresistible 
to British hearts, required it. Were my ability 
great as it ia limited^ I would not liave been^ I could 
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sot liave been tempted to forget the N^^et due to 
sacb patriodsni as yours. May the sanguiiie ^pee« 
tations it leads me to form^ be more than realized^ 
and the walls of this hallowed plfe^ till they iqpoU 
der into dast; call to the memory and veoeraUoQ of 
ineiii the mighty tribute you will tids day lay oH tt^i 
fUtar frf public gnitibide aiid wtue.. 



SERMON Vm. 



/» 
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£For the Relief and Cure of dise&aed Children, and for tnoe- 

ulation with the Cow Pox.1 

St. Mark, intii. 86. 

Whdi skaM it prqftt a man if he gain ihe whoi^ 

world and lose his oum soul £ 



HT brotkteiit I eome ttot here on tiub oeawioate 
*eiteMi«h the rights or press ihe affeeti^ title of the 
poor to your saeeonr and profeetioii^ aeeording to the 
noftM with which tte peealiv favour of providence 
iMith bleaaed yoa. It would be useless to dwell <hi 
a dutyf which you ajready p^ectly understand, and 
iaithfolly practise : or^ in other word% to announce 
the great and eternal obligi^ion of charity, to those 
whom charity incessantly assembles. 

Bnty as nnfortnna1;ply, nrach anxiety for the world 
IS but too compatible^ith the rei^y exercise of that 
nrtoe ; let me^ bdRore I enter <m the p«rticular pur- 
pose of this meetings cnere the liberty to oifer a few 
Winds OB thai most inpoitanft of aU eonddwi^ons 
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expressed ia the text* For^ it is one^ to which ev^ 
man of common reflection^ who believes in a state 
of future responsibility^ ought frequently to dire^ 
his view. I an) aw|ire^ (fiat, to utg^ the uncertainty 
of life, and certainty of judgment^ as the strongeit of 
all motives to reasonable thinking on ihe real vakie 
of all perishable tMngt/tlie i^l^lsStk of human pride 
and ambition, is little suited to the habits and opin- 
ions of many .nomipal Christians ; aM . that, ev^n 
the majority of those who h^^e n^t arrived at that 
degree of hardihood, which laughs equally at what 
reason or revelation s^ys onr ,4he jj^oint, are yet so 
unaccountably deluded, as to entertain more than an 
ho9^ of fioding in the cljwepcjif «f Goi^ a vP^^^Hf^ 
security agj^i^st the experience of ^at judgment. 

Fatal and unsupported idea I that has gone, I am 
«i]imiK»d^ ttoroihso^flll a(beRi«eais^^attitod,ld^i^^ 
dor ChtistiMiiyy wMt m^^^^m g^rtMf. halMUl it 

difibn ^f lihiw iik aajir (MfMitoi^'MMeriiA vnoMMu 
^s^, a^yiitStt of Mb^'^eiMiikodlll^it) )^ 

w itl«8iltkb ^k% f^o*Ms^: Ja, :ttie ')widar i^oqifi^- sf 
lMiiitpa4i€^«*aiiiifo1fy;:--'--<, ^-^'i ii*:."; ' ^ -a isiH'}- -j. 

' ""If 

 .' . ..r.--:n'^ .:r,::<:.y:<:.i '>.:., iui': ■.:,iiti,. . 

And here, my brethren, let me pot a question to 
yotH^t^Hd^) l^Mglf ii«(^1ftiafi^«fl$l^'d«ilM«t<M«ith 
v^ kai^.- B6t.y6a>c«ttc4Ve> f^tit^lhe 8ii«i«# ii«i6«i 
ofXentV •k-(i^a«b6:<$blid6«»aleia'<l^y^ JmS!^ Chfiitiito 
feirtiftg^ «9ltth(l^i mki ^^SI9 :an4:fMi««ttatl«^i M «|af|t 
«& 1^^ ^|%ctt binlhiUMJIHiflttalWte ttA4;iite«Ain#- 



i^td, tf pof caHfcl^: ougbt to iiave witnessi^d a speei<M 
of paUic amusement^ knoWB by all experience to be 
of the most lieentioes tendency^ and often fatal tb 
tlieniorato and lAndcence of yooth^ where Qndier the 
tiaak «^f cfmeealnaieirit^ all distineitoti is lerelled be^ 
tveen pure and iiapare^ and the ears of modesty 
securely assafled VFtth language which it ciught never 
ta have heard^ and may ney^ir forget i^ 
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liet it be tenieaibeFed, hpwevet^ and here I resuosie 
my subject^ that whatever our habits^ or opinaoihi of 
divine placability may be^ if the religioq we profess 
b6.fro«a Ood^ it lies not with man to alter or tno^f fy 
aa i^ta of its letter. Kvery ^bing fa^iman admlte of 
change and vieiasitode. States and emfures, atto 
and ^iences^ customs and manners^ laws and gov- 
ommeut^ feel, without ceasing^ this inevitabie pria- 
ciple aclteg upon them: God> from the throne of hh 
immutabijily^ sees ajl the wso^g and enterprises of 
niAD; and^ willitig to shew us ilhe little valne we 
alumld set QBi tfajingd perishable^ has decree that 
tjbere shp^ld bje nothing permanent on the face of the 
oaith^ but ih^ vety vicissjitade that markst and agt- 
tatea iL 
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But, m the midat>of this scene of continual revo- 
lution, the scriptures remain uuchangeable as the 
souiBe from X whence they figpring. IBuch as the first 
Cfhristiaus received and undei^stood them, such are 
they at this hour ; and such will they be when th? 
heaven and eartii hav^ passed away» Neither tiie 
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foree or corruptioD of times call t^ndiBr tkem more 
Austere, or more indalgent 

They fbriii that everlasting and immutable system, 
annonnced in tbe ^ revelation of St. John. '^ Atfd I 
''saw another angiel from tbe midst of the beaveiis, 
'' bearing in bis band the everlasting €k>spel, to 
'' preach onto all whd dwell upon tbe eartb> Mvd to 
'^ every nation and kindred, and tongue and people, 
'' saying with a loud Voice, Fear €rod and give glory 
'' unto him, finr his judgment i» cdme.^' 

My brethren, the tme source of all our dcilusion isn 
false and deceitful s^ecurity of life. Thousands pass 
to their account around us, and we are not instructed; 
Some are struck in our very arms ; our parents^. our 
children, our ftieods, and yet we stand as if we had 
shot into the earth an eternal root. Even the most 
sudden transitions from life, to dust, ptoduce but a 
momentafy impression on the dust that breathes. 
No examples, however awful, sink iirto th% hearf. 
Bvery instatit we see health, youth,^ beauty, iMes, 
reputation, and fortune, disappear like a flash. 86fl 
do we pass gaily on, in the broad and ilowery way, 
the same busy, thoughtless, and irreclaimable beings, 
panting for every pleasure as before, thirsting for* 
riches and pre-eminence ; rushing on the melancholy 
ruijins of one another ; intriguing for the employments 
of those whose ashes are scarce c(»ld ; nay often, I 
fear, keeping an eye on the very expiring, with the 
infamous view of seizing the earliest moment to so^ 
licit their spoils. 
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(^j^%i BeAl ja if tbe alUdevobring tomb, iostanA . 
of sofemoly profiioiineiiig otk the v^mty. of all humift 
pmsuii^, on tbe contrary ^^ emitted spai:k8 4o rekijidW 
all opr^attai^bQieot Ur a p^risbable world! IM me 
aiipfi ojie^ my bretbren, that the nomber of man's da^^ v 
wc^ insf^^d wjiis brow S Is it -not ele^r tbat an 
awfMl eertaiiirty of that natui^ must neceswily hegjok 
tlte mpst pFofimnd aqd open||t}v& cefle^tiim'? Would 
it be pos^bjie to bi^isb^ even for attoment^ the fatal 
term fn^n his reflection ? Th^e nearer Jie apfNroaehed 
it,^ what an increase of a^riu ! What an increase of 
light on. the foHy of every thing Imt immortal godd ! 
Wfiold all his . views and ajspiring^ be^ confined^ '^aa 
tbey aow a.re9 to the little span that interveites ho* 
tween his cradle and his grave ; and care^nmd anxi* 
ety, iiod mmerable aj^tation be Ms lot^ merely to .die 
cmretwheln^d with mhes> and bl«zing witb faoncmia? 



Had I>^my birethreny eueh a tester befote me at 
ipnomenty witbt wh^i^an invincible effect should I 
not (QA^l those to mercy^ who have perhi4ps but a^ year^ 
perhaps a months perhaps a weeky p^haps a shorter 
ijpil^ryal^ liete^ep them ^nd judgpent ! And yet^ nn.. 
happily^ cwe.experience^ thai knowledge as to tiie 
peiriod of our dissolutioti^ whose evident and indnbL 
table tendency would be to^ppress eveiy inordinate 
pa^ion^ aud render ua m^elting as day to the necea- 
mties jof our fellow i&reatures^ changed into unce;:taiii* 
ty^ a. circumstance far more alarming^ since we^ are 
liable ev^y moment to surprise^ has a tendency di« 
r^tly the reverse ; a tenjient^ tc^feed and keep alive 
CTwy foolish and vicious affection; to em^odflr every 

2A 
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Vitim ; to ^o away the most powc^fol of itll iiicieB- 
Htm to mtwyf and roek m into a profoosd and vntA 
ieeority. In a word^ beeanse we are ignomnt of 
that honr^ which we yet know to be inevitable, wt 
ad<^t the wretehed and inconinderate eonaolatioii of^ 
Ihe rieh man in the context ; << Let ns eat^ drink, 
^ and be merry, for we have laid up much goods Ibr 
^<many years.'^ But God said, '^Thoufbol, thk 
* aigbt tlqr aool Aall be reqnmd of thee: then, whose 
^ shall thoie things be which then hast provided?'^ 

I confess that, however unaccountable it may b^ 
many a Christian is deluded to lose sight of the one 
thing needful. There is some allowance, perhaps, 
to be made for youth, that boiling season of Hfe^ 
when all tim passions are impetuous, and tte attract- 
fioM of the wolld so intimately felt, and sOnatmrnUy 
obeyed. But to see men, as they decline from thdr 
iMiidiflB, Imrning letcer and fisNier for that World, 
hhocking the wrinkles on thdir brow by an insatiable 
desire for more weaMi and distinction; saerfllciog 
^ieir gVorions revi^sionai^ iM^es for acquisitions and 
attainments, that are on the point of being torn from 
them ; promising themselves a kind of hnmortaMty 
here, as long s(s they behold a single being one step 
Marsr to tiie grave, is such an horrible perversiski 
of reasoft and religion, as pkces it out<)f the ordlnaiy 
axitftion ^f tiie power of God to enii^ten and save 
4hem« 



Tkk much we all know, that whatever length ef 
^dlaya we pioimsa ourseli^, go we must j and, what 
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4i»yw#a>yB efttf^ 4^ftaiB9 ,ftt.&e momeitt we le^l 
veii|i^ it. JSiWn examples of ^uistaat deatti in 4l 
^tlw^ i%!Hr,^f vhjealjUi^ in tjke vei^jr bosom of fieeuijtjir^ 
1HrelKc<{iwmbeipguneoiBmon. Thte seytlie ia pof* 
fmidei^ Wifw WIT keads 'by a slendc^r andaiiiperraptji* 
b]Aillilelld^ wUeh maBy i^«a«% internal and escterni^, 
•flM.dMW^f witlioiit allo¥iqg*iiis a breath fo^ re* 
4Mi}e<^0ii^ Bot^dmit^g. tkat :^ miafortoiie «o ter- 
rible in tbe lot of the fewer Huniber^ we «e iia^ 
tberfifote^ a wbit move seeare from awpriae. Tbere 
]fi oot oae yidi'vjdttal ia <tea thousand, wbra obliged 
to: !«» down jKfe^er illness, however alarmiiigy . who 
bmshiJtmii to believe it will prove fatal. , . 



H* t/wedded^to this miserable aceiie d eiustenee* 
onr bppes^ im •ofloat to the laat.: The understanding, 
clear in :eve^ otbet point, ea^is not. a ray on thea^- 
tei4 of cmr ecpdition^ however desperate. Too fte* 
qjoently it happens, that every due around na at tl^t 
awfal moment^ ^conspires to uphold ^tbis state of de* 
Jusi<9i* They shudder for m in their beatts, yet 
ifik to ua of cecpveiy with their lips, from a, printei* 
.pie of misti^n, or^ to give it its proper name, of 
ba^fona lenity. The mostimportant of all tai^s 
is wttb-held> tilLit Is of little uise to impaitit. The 
consequence is obvious. We are surprised, fatally 
tnniiiised. ^Onr^eyes are only opeited when (hey lure 
readytte dose for ever. Perhaps an instant ni »- 
fl^taon to be inade the most of ; perhaps to be diiiri- 
ded between the disposition of worldly affairs aad 
ihB buiineite of - eternity ! An uistiuit of reft^ctioD, 
Iwt God ! to bewail an entire life of dia^derllo 
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iuspife JTai'tli the most lively, ho{)e^{r6in69tfii1fi/1«re 
the mcfst pare ! An instant of reflection, perlMgHhfor 
a sinner whom Tiee may have infeeted to th^ vwy 
marrow of his bones ; 'when reason is httf edipsedi 
find all the facultieis palsied b^ the strMg^grasf^ of 
'death. Oh, my bi^Af«^n, te(trib)eis<hef#lifciOftlii^ 
trho are only roused fro A along and crimtnal'SeeQ- 
rlty, by the sword of %is divine justice already f^m* 
ing in^iheir eyes. Remember, that if any irutii in 
religion be mtore repesltedly pressed on is tt«ii aAo- 
^ iber^ it is thisr^-^llrat as We live, so shfall we inevitably 

/ i^h. • Few of us, I am sure, but live it ibe intentum 
of tlH^owing an iaierval of most serioalr rejbotiaii be- 
tween the world and the grave^ But let me vmni 
•you m that point. It is- not given to man td bestow 
lis heart and affection eta the present seene> And re- 
isall them when he pleases. No ; etdry boor will 
diraw our chains closer. Those obstacles 16 better 
practice, whi<ih we'fitad insoperable jat this moment, 
wiH be more Insuperable as we go on. it is the 
property of years to give wide and immoveable root 
to all passions. The deeper tiie bed of the torrent, 

( the iiore impossible to change its course: Tlie older 
and more inveterate a DTonnd, the men painfel the 
remedy, an^ more desperate the i^uro. 

* • ' '  • * " ■- ' . ^ ^ 

* •'  ' ' • 

You may Judge bow fllr atny rooted vice wiH^ield 

to age, by that propensity which agfe m^^tmatnsally 

be expected to eKtinguish. Wlio ever knew a pro- 

I' fBssed libertine-, who grew not more scandaloosly 

f- UnblusMng and iocorri^ble in his deeHne; Uk^ 
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^liose burning mountains^ which oontain wttfafai tbei^ 
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|l^'«otti^fite Mly, tberi^jbte^ of butldia^ on a fuluve 
jmiodi, k elew itiid verified by a lamentable stribg 
jdf e^eiieiice. Bufr iodepeodelit of thui^ how can 
av€i; perMad^ OQfii^l^es that be^ who expressly de- 
«aiaiidi»^^iam and vofatstary sa^rifices^ will , be satisfied 
witb ibime that are iDijiide at last from mere terror and 
BMM^tlt? ^^Y^u 4al(e/' si^s the {irop^iet Isaias^ 
a4d|afisii|ig biotwlf to the worsliippejrs of idds^ ^^ i( 
^^ cdUkf from the. top of Lebauus^ tuad devote Uie 
Af flpest part.ol it to the onrnmeBt ^f iyonr palaces, 
^^ Md n^ knowing wlmt to dp with the remainder, 
i^^^oa «hape it into a^ god.^^^ Precisely the case of 
naoy Christians, who, while they devote th,e largest 
and most toarishing portion of their days to (be in« 
dulgeneeo/ vleeor&uy, are mftdepou^^ to .think, 
that no^ mare is required to sicn&aiL eternal interest 
than oflMng up to;. God 4he: vile leavings . ctf the 
worlds - 

But, if dangerybe not apprfehrad^d while tbe than- 
di^'^of rbw.veQ^i:olb.at a. distance, believe m^, whra 
it shall ctAleoi over tmr heads, we may be fataliy 
ctmvjsced, that a weU^ap^nt life is the only conduc- 
tor th«kt can avert Jthe bolt. liet ua teSect, that time 
wato for no man. Sleq[iingf or waking, onr days 
aieon the wing* If we look to th^se that ace past, 
' tiMijf Me biit as a pmnt. When Je compare the^present 
aspect of this city with that which it exhibited with- 
in tiie short apace of my own ijaridence, what do<a 
the resialt present, but the most melancholy- proof 0f 
' hnman instability ? New characters in e?i^^ scene ; 



imr evetto^ new |^^le% ntm immmiiimi « ^mttr 
weafton insMsibly arUea froiA the n&hBSk^i the ^4* 
Wfaiefab.ev6r side I lool^ tlie Mva®^ of 4e«tb . 1mm 
jMtrly renoviiied all. Scareely d# we look lurealiid, 
w in Ufe^ whjBn por ehildreQ tmwtJbunAf.naA nmamk^ 
m of the grave. Tlie great imim^ ef aU utnie Jn 
tepidity 1^ growth and decleiiaionfe ^Af/^ aw leiiear- 
ed, but ttK figpre of tbe world jpaaaeih aw9j« 6od 
iooly remains the eaiM. T%ai taneoBi that aweiH^ 
alongy TOns at tbe bate of bia ^amaliibSitgr* A3bA he 
.aeea> witbindigpiatioii, wnetcbed Mortala^^ aa they^Atfa 
aloQgy inmUiog him by the yiaionaiy.h<^ pf ahattng 
ihat attribute .which ji>el(Rigii;.>to B^h alone. 

• • • 

It JUB <to ;tbe iaeompreheitaiUe^Uvifm of jom nor- 

.iaiit|)r^ that ttie wotU owes all its laacination. ,Ob- 

.SttTe.ifdr whatoHMi tails. >ObfMive whait ii> often 

r«bjst8 >hBB io /faecome rieh andgieat* . Bisnal vieisai- 

hides of hope and disappointment I Often all (bat 

can degrade tbe dignity -of bis natqre^ and offend his 

fiod ! Study the matter ef (be pchleakaly end :iha in. 

mtdbility t)f Umb statoe. Scaite i& it enoledy 'searbe 

l^iMnted to tfae^staie.ef Ibe maltttiide/ when dlm.lb> 

ihtrtiBg ll^ke a nassy fEag^eiit itaim the sosumt of e 

jssouiittin^ dashes ^tha pronfl XSdlosras ^into dnst^ 

^Whete^theiiiis the prinittM fruit of aH 'his toil? 

. WhisrettfaetvieMiei and idetodad biihf^ srholbedly 

^ytenipad Umqeif Ihaihe^hadiiss^ fiq^ laech .^Mds 

•f>r.'niaiqr yfanssi? iGopi^^ »y bmthreti^ toMseeeoaal^/ 

4a>:ttiked;yictim> Itiefiblnig in 'the baads of tbeMving 

6bd! ¥«8» myfhnftmi/the, filial catastrophes of all 

;hinioiKi, pamietis> is '^ra^id /as it. is awfoU :7a9Qy 
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ymit^h%t tm that bed ftdti wbteb yoti iieVer ah&tl 
ftiise^ and the reflection will exhibit^ like a trde and 
faithful Mirror^ what shtidowa we are, and wbat 
shadows we pursue. Happy they who meet that 
great, ineiriteble tranidtion, fall of dayi^! Unbappy 
Aiey who meet it but to tremble and despair! Then 
itisy that man learns wisdom : when tod late. Theni 
it is that every thing Will forsake him but his vir« 
tnes <nr his erimes. To bite the woM is past ; dig^ 
ttitie^, iionoiirs, pleasure, glory $ past like the eloud 
ef the morning ! Nor could all that the great glob» 
!iihe^ts> allbrd him, at diat tremendous beur, ns teach 
consolation as the reeoUeetion t>f having given but 
Me eup"^ of eold water to a cMld of wretehednessi in 
the natee i^ Jesus Ohrist ! ' 
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I niMr tiirA to tte purpose «f dwnee^ When 
I cons^eo* the uneoteteon flow of mercy in fliis me., 
tropolis, Ihe vast benefits it has produced, and is dlt&Vf 
^rodttbing, that instead of being wasted by its pr<^ 
Ibsions, It even grdwt under growing ttttesq^ 1^ 
nxSiitustIt; it Is unneeessaty to say, thnt I now caH 
-Wk you wtth conildence, in support of to object, per- 
haps, the most sacred and important in the whole 
possible embrace of that virtue, namely, the prese^. 
Tatidn 4f the life of man. ®id I look to no more 
than the very anspice tinder wlifeh this instHuticii 
presents itself to thcveli^onnnd ieel&igs of the pub- 
tie, k Would be endugh to impress tee with the most 
ex^ilteA idea df Its m[ents. But M the matter speak 
for itself, and prove, that ateidst the many sj^endid 
and 'flotmtAtltig teomiments of mercy €»tablished 
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aiiKing as^ there was still anoiber wanting ^ viodi^ 
eaie^ in the widest ftelcl, the providence of God in the 
relief and preservation of his creatures/ ^ 

Most of those who hear me^ may recollect th« 
melancholy cause of. the reform that has taken place 
in the hospital for foundlings. Far be it from me 
to revive the memofy of thingsi which, for the faon* 
. or of baman nature^ ought to be covered with- a veil 
of everlasting oblivion. This much howeyer will I 
imjy that as long as humanity holds a place in . the 
buman sonl^ or any interest i^ felt in the ti^atment or 
existence of these most wretched of all creatures^ 
who are aJiandoned from the womb to the protection 
and commiseration of the commtinity, the commanity 
should look up with unbounded reverence and grati- 
tade, to those women of distincticmy who^ since the 
period of that reform^ have assiduously visited and 
unperintended that merciful institiition in weekly 
rotation, as well as the man whose peculiar profes- 
Aionikl skill and experiaice in the treatment of dis- 
eased children, freely and indefotigably spplied^ has 
been tiie means of snatching thousands <of those un- 
huppy foundlings fnmi death by inches. 

My brethren, ibe institution for which I plead, is 
an emanation from that divine spirit of benevolence 
which saved the former. The. vast harvest of life 
which followed frrai its vigilance and exertions^ fiist 
suggested the idea of extending the, same saiviftieo 
through the metrc^is and its environs. It w'ts 
^ound impossible to reflect on the innumerable in- 
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itaofies afiiifitflilNie. disease #Bd4efttby tktt sins^ o^ 
eessarily take pjlaee ia so vast a circle^ >vitboot prey- 
posing tbe renifedy to a pabUc/ who^e. heart iandluiifil 
have e?er been open to meet calamity of the liglltefft; 
fikade. . 
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Aocordingly^ on the 30th Mardh iSQO^ this i*^ 
stitation arose^^. ardently .countraaneed by those ex^ 
alted characters? who bad seeii.atid dbt^der^ atittf 
neoeasiiy? and.since honosred bj^r ttie'^aardianshipior 
apeeial protectioya of h^r^wJi^^m the poor of tUs ^e«^ 
tropolis will remember^ . when her station and ^is^ 
tence faave passed away? whose advice? medicine and 
■sttrgital assistance has since been adnunist^red with- 
out distinctio|i or re^Qm^mendation ; atad wh^e such 
Bpactacles of disease and dlstoirtionr have presentoA 
theoiselves? V and presented tbmnselves in. snfch, 
swarms? as no eye conld behold witfaooit astonigb^ 
ment? or kuman feeling witness witiiQut horror^ 

Heceive not this aa the language of exaggerd^n^ 
If I speak to ypn with waxmth on asabject fitted to 
inspj^re it in the coldest heart? facts^ and ncAhing but 
facts? aijre my authority and my spur. What motive 
could I have in attempting to deceive ? To enjoy, the 
glory of a great result . as a .Chri9tia% I nught to 
dread ^such a feeling; as a minister of the living 
God? I ought to despise it. . To him alone be all 
honor and glory ! * 

. But your opinlpn of the inviolable truth and cor« 
rectness of my statements is indispeniSiably.neeessaiy 
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to: <li6 neetss of my wmatryy and eonse^utfy to 
ifae intereste of my anfortaBate fellow creatofesu 
And if I may jaii^e from the past, thai opinioB yott 
will^ «m the preaent occasioo, entertain. Were it in 
the power of the nfan to whom I have alluded, and 
whose gratuitous attendance has been bestowed on 
this, institution, from its fbnndatimi to the present 
hour, to bring before you the eases which his eyra 
bave seen^ and his sl(iU apd p^severance retieyed, 
yoq would then see, in its true colours, with all ite 
aflietiiBg circumstances, what an object you staqd 
here to support. 



Wide is tiie diiference between the effect <tf des«^ 
eriptioB, and that of reality. The most glowing pic^ 
tore of l|uman wretchedness is but a pictore still ; 
inevitiriily defidcvit in a ttovmand naneless points of 
appeal' to eommiseratmii. And, when it is consi^^ 
dered, that, language has ino.torms <m the subject, 
but what long and painful necessity has rendered 
jfomiliar to ev^'ry ear ; manifest must the disadvan- 
tage be under which the pulpit labow^ on all occa^ 
mmm of this nature* 



r Perhaps the more novet and heart-breaking^he 
tase it has to represMt, the more apprehension it 
hM to entertain of failing inthe execution, botb from 
waot of apj^priate colours, and want of faith in its 
hearers. Nor do I conceive any thing absokiteljF 
less attainable in the function I exercise, than the 
power of bringing the ooacepticfns of the happy and 
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prosperoos^ to the 1^ 
commoii experience. 



Alas^ my binitlMmi^ theft «e mitiiy ^teat^ and ma. 
By rich around me at thk Ikioment^ iHia may possibTy 
live in the practice of many ^irtnes^ and transcendent- 
ly, of merey^ yetremain^ to their dying day, with 
knowledge as imperfeot gI me trae melancholy side 
of human nature, as if God had intended t6 spare 
them discoveries, that must SiBcessarily go to disturb 
the tranquil enjoyment bf the peculiar blessings he 
has conferred upon them. 

SalBce it, my brethren^ plainly to state that Within 
the three years that constitute the age of this insti* 
tution, no less a taumber than thirteen thousand eight 
hundred poor infants have been rescued by it^ not 
merely from a state of extreme suffering, but the 
great majority from otherwise inevitable death ; iind 
thus restored to the bosoms of their disconsolate pa- 
rents, who^ whatever the rigour of their conditions 
may be, are equally alive with us to the feelings of 
nature, and even more affedingly concerned in the 
preservation of their offspring : sin6e to them alone 
they have to look^ for the support of their age and 
alleviation of its infirmities. 

Nor do I include in that number^ astonishing as 
it is, multiplied cases, which could not, from their 
nature, be admitted to present themselves^ in the 
common train^ at the doors of the institution ; name- 
\jf unfortunate mothers with Uieir infants^ victims 
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9f tbd vices of.fatbets^ and lilemlly I may say, 
falling Ux pieces^ from the dreadful and neglected 
effects of a disorder^ I shall not name ; all of whom 
)iayebeen attended and supplied with the means of re- 
epypry ft t})eir hpmesi^ where recovery was possihle* 

!Even numerous instances have occurred^ where 
the criminal author of such calamity , shairing at the 
same time^ the mei:cy extended to his ineoi&ent wife 
fuid ehild^ has not only^bereby been enabled^ white 
lender cure^ tq contribute tq the support of a nume- 
rous family^ by his industry ^vitbip dqors^ who must 
otherwise have been cast out to beggary and ruin ; 
l^ut likewise bjs^n led by the opportunity of r^fl^ction^ 
on the sad consequences of biisf miscpndqct, constantly 
l^efore his eyes, to the perfect reforquftion of a life pf 
^dten^ss^ 4:i*qnkenn^ss 4i)d \ ice. ^ 

JiCt it further be observed^ that did tliis institution 
barely go to prevent^ in the rising generation, those 
(shocking example^ of distortion and deformity^ so 
burdensome fo the publi([^, an^ s|o common among 
^e poor, as to nieet the ^e and affect the feelings at 
every turn of our streets, th^ circumstance alone 
i|'oi}ld be sufficient to ensure to it the support of every 
fnan with common humanity, ^ or cpmfnon regard tq 
Ihe good of the community. - ; 

But wbftt an aece$i^ion of strength must the appeal 
tp you still receive, when you reflect on the almost 
incakulable effect in the preservation of life, of com- 
{{iunica|ing^ as thii^ institution does, in the mostexteit- 
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mAvt mdimicir^ ^e hmtSk of vaeeuie kicfetiktfoii to 
thecfaUdren of the poor^ throughotit the metropolis 
and it9 enTirons ; besides tmnsmittitig^ fbr the same 
purpose* the matter of \ibis infeetkm^ in Hs most ao^ 
Idve i&nd perfeet state^ (o die faenll^ of every town ia 
the natkm ? As to^ its being an infallible presisrvative 
against ttiat dreadful pestHence^ tlie natoral small- 
pox^ whifth has so long thinned and afficted the 
worlds demonstration is the proof. For^ in the whole 
experienee of the ihstittttion^ and the Foundling Hos# 
pital> ia the course of which thonsaads and thousands . 
have been inoculated^ not one solitary example of 
the contrary has occurred^ though every possible ex- 
periment has- be^i made to establish the fact for the 
hmefit of the commonity and mankind. Nay^ such 
is the conftdenee and conviction of Mr. Greighton^ 
the inoenlator of immense numbers^ that children 
hiLve been laid^ as he has . expressly informed me> 
with perfect security, in the very bed With thosfe who 
laboured under the confluent small-pox. ft may be 
important here to observe, that the great discoverer, 
or, at least, introducer of this public bleissing, relates 
several cases that took place long before its adoption 
in medical practice was dreamed of, aiid which, con- 
sequently, hav^ the support of the most impartial 
testimony, where persons in the dairy counties of 
*Sngland, who contracted the infection when young, 
by milking infected animals, were afterwards fre- 
quently exposed, without effect, to the contagion of 
tibe small-pox ; the distance of time^ as he savs, be- 
tween the first infection and the subsequent attemptigr 
1^ infe$t| being twenty^ thirty^ and even ftfty years. 
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or «M^«Me iC tiib ptactiee m Bngkmd I need 
iM ifieakf H being now imbcmaHy reearred to^ and 
all iBGcedaUly mi fkat aitb|eet totallj done awaj: 
as ^iv«il IrwB the candid of the whole beulty^ as the 
BKist > deoisire and antnterra^ted • experience of ils 
efteaey. leven see m the last report of (he Jenncratfi 
Speietgr^ that so large a sum as two (hoosand foar 
hnadred and ninety.se¥en pounds has been already 
ooUeetedlisr i& diffusion among the poor* Nor ean 
these, I tmst, under God> a reasonable donbt be en- 
tertained of the speedy and total eactirpation in hsik 
aountriee, of a discirder, perhaps the most formidable, 
loathsome, and destructive that ever scoiMiged ikit 
human race. It is Impossible for me to lay down 
the precise number that perished annually by its 
ravages, in this city and about it, «s no bills of mor- 
talUy appear. But when we consider^ that much 
9ioEe4ban one half of its population consists of wretch- 
ed families, coufined to single rooms, conseq^c^ently 
wkhout the means of insulating Infected persons, or, 
in other words^ <if preventing the spreading of conta- 
gion, whose veMcle is not merely contact, but likewise 
breath and effluvia, it is clear, that the fatality in that 
way must have been immense^ as well as most ^t* 
ykffable in its circqmstaaces*~ 

Were 1 16 strike an average from the little dif- 
fimmoe that has appeared in tte opinions of tikose 
whom I have insulted, I shbuld, I am sure,- be 
much below the mak. in etaiing it at siat or' seven 
Ihonsand annually, within the metropolis and its ea- 
Tkotts done. I leave you therefore to decide^ my 



bvethmi^ baW fltr the* eei^i^n remedy to siidi'a^^vil, 
h remedy which God in his iafinile geodMesflr hak 
revealed to the worlds is entiiled to your sitppori!. 

On the various other effects of this great institution 
I have abeady sufficiently dwelt. You will recall 
them. My task is now discharged. With respect 
to yours my mind is perfectly at rest. But^ what* 
ever the event may be^ I confidently appeal to the 
inmost soul of every hearer in this place^ whether^ 
on a view of the whole ^ase^ a clearer or stronger 
elaiim to human mercy was ever preferred in or out 
of the temple of God. 

T6 me it owes nothing but bare statement ; nor^ 
in the course of sixteen years experience^ did I ever 
meet any occasion but this^ where the simple subject 
superseded the necessity of attempting^ or^ .more 
properly speakings left me without power to convey 
the feeling it inspired. And if such has been (as I 
hope for divine favour) its absolute impression on 
me, what must it be on you, who are in the daily 
habits of giving much more substantial proof of what 
you can feel in the, cause of wretchedness ? And 
may this day exhibit a glorious proof, that though 
the lives, of God's creatures are a consideration light 
as air, in the scale of restless and insatiable ambi- 
tion, their preservation is yet the dearest and most 
luicred of all objects to the heart of true religion and 
humanity! 
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And ftow to 0]od ihe Father^ Gpd the Sen^ and 
0od the Holy Ghost^ be all hooouf and glory^ for 
ever and ever. Aaieii. 



SERMON IX. 
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[For St. Werbuirg's Parish School, Jaauarj 22, 1804.] 

■-.'-• • . 

> For I hear record that they have the xeal of Oodi 

SUOH is the principle^ my br^thr^iiy whieh re- 
ligioB displays itt its tilie servants | sach is the prin- 
ciple which at once shames our indiffference^ anil 
spurs us to a noble and decided interest in tlie cause 
(if God; such is th6 principle which laid the fbun- 
dation and riEiised the superstructui^ of Christianity^ 
that mighty colossus^ wfaicb still rea^s Its head amidst 
^ the ruins of empires^ the revolution of ages^ and tor- 
rent of human passions ! 

Zeal^ the source of all elevation in heaven and 
eartti t the crown and consummaition of righteousness^ 
the purest emanation of love I Zeal, that raises man 
above him^ielf ; sUrips him of all fear ; endues him 
with all courage ; ' bums in his expressions^ and 
sparkles in bis life $ bears faim to his end with ir- 
resistible impetuosity ; the scourge of impiety and 
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disorder^ the inflexible pillar of religion and virtue ! 
Can a principle so sublime be compatible with the 
kindness of humanity? 

Fesy my brethren, it formed the character of Saiat 
Paul, the man chosen by God to waft his name to 
the extremities of the earth. Powerful in works and 
word; the living model of all Christian virtues ; be- 
coming all to all in order to gain all ; full of bounty 
and tenderness to the weak*; terrible to those whom 
no remonstrance could reclaim ; without elevation in 
his intercourse with the simple and lowly ; dignified 
and majestic before the great ; capable of enduring 
every tiling for the faith ; producing by bold and 
unslackened efforts the most astonishing revolutions 
in the minds and hearts of men ; fulminating at error 
when it was su.stained by all the various and fasci- 
nating superstition of idolatry, all the subtleties of a 
vain philosophy, all the powers of eloquenc^e, all 
the charms of poetry, all the force of prc^dice and 
passion, all the might and authority of the Roman 
empire. What evils, what trials did be not encoun- 
ter in the prosecution of his great desi^ ? ^Repeat* 
edly journeying in the extreme rigour of seasonSj^ 
traversing seas in the midst of furious tempests^ tra- 
duced before tribunals, confined in. the gloom of 
dungeons, scourged like the vilest malefactors } me* 
naced with death in a thousand forms : at last seal- 
ing with his blood that glorious ca^ae which his seal 
bad impelled him so gloriously to maintain ! 
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SuriDg a course of slevera! centuries the same 
spirit universally prevailed ; from the noble' matron' 
and senator^ ^ down to tbe meanest ^lave. Zeal formed 

' I * 

a chain, every link of which was equally bright and 
bnrnishedl' GEiVery maxim and passion (^ the world 
which self-love had engendered, and ages conse- 
crated, were rigidly banished from this extraordinary 
society of men. Love and clarity, the most un- 
bounded, were its soul ; patience and meektaess it^ 
only strength ; poverty, abasement, and suffering, its 
only glory. ' From the bosom of God it cast dn eyfe 
on the universe, of deep disdain, at the rapid wheel 
of all its enterprises and allurements. The cruelty 
of tyrants became fatigued with endless victii^s, 
whose aishes emitted sparks to feed' the eternal fit% 
of zeal; and the cohceptioh of m)Binkind 8to(fd still 
at the appekrahce of fidelity and virtue^ morals and 
self-denial, above the level of liumanity ! 

Such constancy prompted eagerness of inquiry 
into their source, and the result proved most glorious 
to the cause. -Its abashed enemies and persecutors 
yielded to the irresistible power of truth. Religion 
finally triumphed, and waved its banners on the ruins 
of idolatry ; and the world, and the world^s master 
bowed at once to the name of Christ ! 

Saeh are the recorded efforts of Ohristian zeal; 
I stop not to examine the causes of the succeeding^ 
and too general declension from that great prineiple« 
It is enough for us to know that the misfortnoe ex« 
ists. Perhaps the destiny of the Chriftiaii mirl4 
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iMQgi.tUs BiQQieiit QB the exercise' of ^eat vii<ues 
within Uie bosom of this single empire. O that it 
may he destined^ in the designs of God^ to stop tiie 
devonriag eenr^e of ambition and ita crimes^ and co- 
far t^e caase of religunv ^ocitij, and human nature^ 
vith glory 1 

If we be floncere in onr belief and prpfession of |i 
divine feligioQ; and well assared in i^ power of re- 
gelating the private and pablie duties of men^ wh^t 
motives have we pot for seal the ino^t unbounded ip 
its wpport. I . 

I^ot U9. thorefpre earnestly invoke, and labour to 
fcqu|r9..a,dis^ncti€|n $o a^ectingly called for, so 
ppw9*fol in ibs operation, and so ioestiinable, as you 
)iave seen, in itsefl^cts. But it will be necessary 
to distioguisb and reflect on its true charactcristick^, 
which' I reduce to three. First, the perfect example 
#f a Chrifltian life. Secondly^ the fiim resistance of 
eifror. Thirdly, the instructioti of this ignorant, but 
|Mir^<;ttlarly the. young and friendless. On those I 
Khali beg leay/&J)tie4y to address you. 

« < ' k 

}t is m^tfe than m^okery, my brethren, particularly 
in these times,' to mi^ke a parade of zeal or work; 
authority for the interest of religion and virtue. Vt- 
)0ss example shine in the van to pvoveour sincerity^ 
nplhingelse ean or will ever convince an ignorant and 
dissolute multitude, that in all opr attempts to reform 
we are not merely playing off a political engine f^ 
private purposed. 



Ze^l without prftctiep vmxld netfrly afl^cgsp^^ My^ 
lag to offenders^ it is necessary that you shfi^d re^ 
press your passions ; fliat you should ^er^e God with 
J!de)|i);y und^^xfietwjif ^ a^ear in bis rt(^n)f l^; {jf^ar 
his hm iq your hearts^ , and ^ajrii to kna;vf tbi^t , ai| 
awfu} respoQsihili^y awaiti^ jo% in order that tbpia 
who <;al| themselves your l^etters, may .with greater 
securij^ enjopr the reignof profanenesi^ laxni;;^ > prodi^ 
galit^; And vice* Mem will jya^i^riab^y jndgi^; of thfl 
tree by ita fruits^ npr ever, be allhred to duty by ^ 
2;eai that earries with it its own refutatioo. 

« 

To authorize an enterprise^ so sacred yet so deli- 
eate^ as that^f. i^c^orniing others/ i^musit be. soppwied 
by a degp'ee of r^iila^ity and merit^ at lea^t e^al to 
that which we exact. 



Many are thie lessons which our blessed liOfd hen 
given OS on thjus subject ; but one remarkably strong^ 
in the case of the woman tal^en in adultery. Though 
her crime was; manifest, i^id her puhisbm^t exaeUj^ 
laid down, it yed tiled his just soul with indignatm% 
to see men so erilninal as the Pharisees, the slaves 
of every passion, under the mask of extraordinary 
zeal, standing fww^ard, with clamour and ea^ernesa^ 
to 'avenge the violated law. He tberefatre- answered 
them in a way not to palliate the offence,^ but, ^whicb 
strikingly conveyed the in dispensable <idncoinitant.oC 
true %eal ; ^^ Let the man who is without sin amongst 
^ you, cast the first stone at this onfortui|ate wqman«^^ 
A decision too pointed, not to have a moat apt anda 
most humiliating effect For^ as the Evangelist re- 
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Hence it 10 that St. Paul exports alt Christiaiis to 
|)roye their zeal by their works. Bat pccnliarly 
Aose who, being bound by special relations or en- 
gagemenfts, to answer for the spiritual improvement 
of others, derive from thence a double and terrible 
obligation before God, of applying, above all things, 
to their own perfection, in order to render themselves 
capable of effectually discharging the higher duty 
imposed on them. ' 



I > '  
I • • • 



Thus, ministers of the Gospel, he declares, should 
be exempt from tlie very shadow of stain, t^est pro- 
jligates appeal from their instructions to thpir morals, 
and confound them with the reproach of, ^* Physician, 
^* heal tliyself :" a reprbacb which; if founded, must 
strip them of all freedom of spiiech in the delivery 
df the word ; or, to use the flfgurcf of Isaiah, reduce 
Ihem to the condition of ** dumb dogs in the house of 
^ the Lord,*' tolerating guilt, and trembling before 
the guilty. - It is true, that their function is indepen- 
dent of their moral character ; and,' according to the 
word of €hrist, from the moment they are admitted 
tb the chair of Moses, we are to receive What they 
teach with respect, without reflecting on what they 
do. But, as the generality of men are neither spi- 
ritual enough, nor equitable enough to make th« dis- 
iinction, they will easily pass from the contempt of 
fhe man, to the contempt of his doctrine. 
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Tjbere is in tli? hmnaa heart a (^»r|a^ {Nffveifitgry 

or obstinacy 9 or pride, or call it what you will, that 
leads .1)8 to look with eagle eyea into the ehwactec 
of him whO;, under the appearance of zeal, Msiimei 
the liberty of controuling. If it stand not the test 
of such serutinyi at l^ast in material points, he Will 
labour indeed to confirm and expose his own shame, 
but with respect to his object, he will beat the air* 

' - 4  

*  ' . *" * ' I 

It is precisely the folly which the Scripture haa 
singled out as the'most extravagiant, that of building 
up with one hand^ and throwing down with the other. 
Not to say, that the cause itself will thereby be ex- 
posed to more than dishonour : for such is the ma- 
lignant ingenuity of unbelievers, ^\tf wa^bAil to 
thicken the veil over the destructive consequences of 
their own system, that, when they see among Ohria- 
tians so n^uch degeneracy, such love of the world, 
such ardor for pleasure and ajl contemptible vanities^ 
and, in many in^tances^ open ]|rofligacy of mannerf y 
they eagerly take occasion from thence to revile and 
discredit religion, which, in the face of its boasted 
precepts, and influence, can yet exhibit to the view 
of mankind the most scandfdous fruits. . « 



If there be any thing directly and unpardonably 
against reasw and justice, it is this. For as the^ 
clei^esB of the somn^e does not necessarily preserve 
the. stream from contamination, neither can religion, 
however pure and celestial its laws and maxims, be 
secure in all cases, from violation. It is, alas ! bnt 
tffep possible. to believe in its tjrtitibs, ia(H|oeea$ieinally< 



tremble ipsdliepe/ as we look to ite jtidgm^nts^ or 
tbe glory of its re wardsy while the weight of natore^ 
SDd the ardour of passieii^ conflfie U9 to a coarse of 
4i90ider« 

Butihoogh to GonfoitBd and ide&tify religion with 
its abose^ be the most untenable and miserable of aH- 
imagiuations, aad therefore tbe ckatest evidence of* 
a bad canse, it is unfortunately too specious and 
plausible a thing not to be industriously employed to 
seduce the multitude, whose depravity^ perhaps, more 
than their ignoraDce, leads them readily into the 
snare. 

Nor are we without a fatal p^oof in another ilation^ 
that when the prevailing state of morals, ip all orders^ 
become such as to sivk religion in the generfd respect 
and opinion, . its enemies experience but a languid 
opposition to the emnplete accomplishment of its 
ruin. 

Of all the pillars of society thrown down by the 
cruel an^ mighty arni of anarchy, the church and its: 
altars are covered with most bloody, and excite the' 
least compassion and remorse. Nothing can, there- 
fore, possibly, assist us more in furthering the pro- 
gress of religion and virtue, than to. support omr zeal 
by personal righteousness. This it. was tibat finally 
converted even the most furious persecutors of Chris*- 
tianity* Without this, did we possess all the gills 
which the Apostle enumerates, miracles, tongues, 
philosopbyi k|te^wledge^ wisdom^ we should still want 



fto tgsOM^ fiiat hbuoufg our 
and mbst proves it to be divine. 
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•Tfc% iiixt *!li«iicteri8lii6iaf true zeal,' is^ 'the fem 
n^tetiee of Wror. i miollabt tBe \iiUe wU^^;^ 'iti 
drainritMg^ «ke «otilieqQeu«esr of irrdigion, I tdbi'^y 
idi^ <iBOpe ft^p' my dwir eeiic«ptiOt» iluiflf ifrow o^ 
wrraAi^ and AxpentSoeeU • Bnt'I liave tobeld^ W^ 
Mirsir^: t(rase days cUmppear^ fi«d give plaeeito 
^odMn^aaftftaBAtelyyiaore ^aHly; I n * ' vi'^tn 

»'» If ^ X ej{ ' - » Jl'j I..-«> -> f.' • * .> ., .'■ • , - . i 

Ifis'^ilbliiniy inteiitite %1o^ ^direll i^ j^iitte bften 
bioiigttt'lMiHrdre yoii, ia^{bis<t^ry {ilacti^ by abler iiieiii 
BjBilf ifi.^rin^ni^ elbrt tlmt in^gtiani 

▼irtiie and homanity could mggdsl, luiTe aMa^ beba 
employed io expose the direftil conlsequenees that 
hM^h^it^wisf^niim a'ne\^ pb^oMpfayji yea wiM ^«l£it^ 
tttef'GM^fidEotoe c^ ;eo«rco -ibe^ li^^enae of meii/ ttkl 
iiMhi0rqteyI»ih«^<tB^diitt'k fi^ oi^gbjt to 

faidpeb'isoineinBittriw^ at'lettit^ ai^^r exiatidg eiMmiiia 
•iAlic^;>:wboyeiMiiftk^iaBd'speak^ and dogniicttfie; 
tod-Wi« M'^iiiipfaiy <UiSf f^^oiitis and taIi^Q£r/<oiiiy' to 
sap the foundation of teligitMO. BoC thte is mk the 
hour % can seleet todo them the justice they deserve. 
Maifitmfflii^^ngfatifim^ hereoi*^ ihe praise and 
ineeiise'lbcfy tUsic^ ;frMi didr^ deluded asm^iates^ 
andiflmh.tfaey :owe oaly to tbc^ gratitnde of* those 
paisslsM^ lirfaose Mip^iiiiy toil to bxtend; May 
they> Im. to kiii»r tbal system bitor^ ^ whose ebid' 
crane fe/ ill ibeii^ eyes^ probably^' Ae/demand of too 
many 'vittoes ; ainl judgent last iw^ieh-^ tholwois 
more glorious^ the zeal that labours to sanctify tbe 
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perverting it . 

l^or^ iqjT bi^elbreoi to reeoHeet Qie werii i9f Mhe 
fOy9(l prepliei^ ^^ I haAe the^^ongregfttiM tf^fib^totet, 
<^ ana; wiltnot $it with the knpioiifl/^ it it too mtA 
i|»p^«4$tiee df Mttie Cbrtstifma'to dopalrt from tlw 
1VJB9 maadm.: /TtettpoiAt^tbUirftiltoryy.whiebfifAmt 
Beitheir mered tior profane^ Are too amiisiiig^ haif^^tw 
many charms to be^xcludedfrom the iirttreoomr ol 
life. Nay, it is more than probablei that^ did tiie 
Bpbit of Dariaiet6 a^Mr a4 this day^ ia the shape 
of at mm of %rjt, that his sallias against thk 'Ueaireb 
ha foifcifiBd woaM'be heard wiilNMit ahh«Kmic^ m^f 

wiiha^siiie airf Admhatibii. 

I . • • • 

» , , . • • , 1 • . J » I V ' • • « 

. : TH tty hretbreB^ iMAy a €lHisdan> ivUle mimii 
QOg ibo: Ukillianeyf of the weapona vhiUi' iiiipMi^ 
employs, *has sostAined, without perG8tfii%^iVaafai^ 
^mbi» wmuid.. ^Itike theMnded:flHHUfliv.^ii^a0 
fabl(» veyirts^ bedswiBg aU ear to the Mog^^ibi 
syretit .aiihapi»!y oir^lookedthto galplrioto wMehi it 
wto kukiBded to alkire. Mm. < 

FiffBi priBf^ks of religbol may defy tite nih add 
dfehdct >«Maidtltf Meh BMm^as the itohieaadBuijestic 
oakfleHes tiM'fhrjrof thoatorm; birtlilfi^it,:iSQieaidfy 
yields t«^4bft deep ttidiMfdi0«s mine. AgwrnbOie 
trva^Oial^ stands iMmfetted in all ita nftdhre defetmily^ 
we *e inatarally toa our gnard^ and eolltiet 411 iriac 
strengths Bat iJLihe grace atidiil»ptrl^ of h^aifien 
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WBxAiwKmlf to tiiSt&eiit io gnatd «iga|iitt Ibe nt 
Hmt iteaki at insennbly M' to the piecipice. • 

WImeI at kMt «ftil be the MSQatee oC yoitii, nrsed 
My 101^ it !•> hjr the Jew ef |tttfi]pettdence| and all the 
fMMilmiiii tiieir 'v^gi^^ wheo thus expoded^ in the 
^smrtemlrt dr|iiilieiple% thaihaTeseareely taken root? 
The v^srit is roin. Reli^on it renonneed in its 
dawn^ and the eefaeol of darknesa is reeraited^ from 
thHB very bosom of kineeenee and virtae^' 
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If. libe hM pwrible in all eases to avoid attthug 
witb'Ihe imtfioos ; ^ii^ know that trae zeal re<|bifes 
«t oat haadsy n<(rt a tin|id oi? silent disap|ii^lmtton of 
#ie assault against eor piriiieiplesy but a bold ani 
ttanly defenee <^ thein, in tte face of all eonseqnen- 
ees^ Md :wilhoiit fes{»eet e£ peesoas. Days faavebe^ 
when' nel nil 4he umled powers of lietl and earth 
eoold soeeeed in ovet wMiiBiog It. The jreason; is 
obviooa. Bvery OhriiAian wasHiett a model of what 
hm profettwd^ and a Mmhi in^lts defiteee : always tea- 
djTf al«N9i patlting^fof tile oeehsi^n'to cohftinM his 
ipikrseefttors^ h^ eonstaaey in solH^ring^ and jj^rsOfe- 
^lie Ui death. 

if ^  » ' . I. . > . . ■'• - , ; • , • ** '. • 

The foRn bM ttcit ^e rabsteite of onr dn^ in 
lAangedi Wo ate not eaHcid to <%e same trials* 
The MKid and^labonr.of onr ihrst breflileii> eemen^ 
ted and raised the mighty straetore of Christianity. 
Sni the inhtititande l^e have reeclvedi we am bowid^ 
ae fai^ as^ni^ ean^ intrepidly to goarii and fidihfii% 
«to tMnsmtt^to oar ehildieii^ Ifo inimin emisidmu 
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mies ; any tbiog lil^et opDwlvatiee fi^t tbe opraear «•- 
velopi^d malignity of tbe impious. ^^ He that is oot 
f^ wi^ ^e is AgidiMt me/^ . are the esp»isft worite of 
Jesua CknsU Oar telig|oi^ lilo Our sdv^Sreigs ««A 
piir j^antry^ depnuid i^e should i;ake«ajg<UievQ9ft Mid 
decided pavt in its scq^qpri j no iqiddley no j»on«tprqw 
eon^pott^d o.f ^y^Uy an4. disaffection, si^rce.lns 

The Ghristian^ vt^bo tamely suffers his f&tilh to bo 
|]^ttfr^ra»eiited or i^viled, must be bewrtily 'dil^pMied 
)>y tbo revikr, ^eal is «iot zeal> if it flam^'not^ if it 
)mow aay^ bounds at sucb a moment Then it m, 
Ihat .we should regard.no man^ ibougb eotrenebad up 
to tbe.n,ecl( in all (be trappiiigs of buvu^i impwtaacs. 
^Forget friends an4 eonii^xionSf and without. distiftc«- 
iiom a^ who:pre8ume to^ forget the wver^Ke doe to 
^ ^uznd c^hiuraQt«r we hetr I 



^ Tbia is^ the indispisnaf ble daty of fkll 
)H|t more especially of the ^reat. They eikohpt be 
ignorant t^^ their eount^anoe of religion Is fi tow« 
of strength. They know too well the k%)fifff « de- 
structive influence oi their moral character, not.to be 
muaUy eenjBiblef tkij^ ac4iordiDg as they are aeildus; 
|)r .^^her MciaiBy Jp the rn ap ta wae <)f inpi^^y to tiN^t A^^ 
|H!tpahi^ thu 4f(tested^prinei|^ dM^ljfle «p |Ati«|ier. 



JPeisons m^n hmUer sph^ie eiw do little 
fpfftjjive good or. pMaebie^ bjr tti^ rauupf^. ■, Wi^^ 
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sajr^ withiii the reach 4>f their rocMBs«.! -fiui fipom 
thode^ whom God has plated on the eminence^ must * 
tjbe €«us^t>C .'fQlipoit <Hr mdratk^ r^^^Oy ' mi the f^vj 
rmloce ^ th|ig^ ita : qMit pp^»»i«v9 Isi^fitot m (toiA- 
MtBt:vftm^.,rl[w^ my hrethretf; it ia vcsHfiod by all 
'taqwiffeiideV thaitlwlMii. tbci BAtfrally. iufngMbig dia- 
^Umtiw^ hjcb tmlfii$^ IdeMetf witfii .the.90hl^r<dia:- 
4iMti0Il iii Mk&^wtedg^d jpiety/ 0Qe,WHrd> day om 
4o<^ jrf ixdni^ Urate aaeh. ar ^cter, will do olor^' to 
aneativthfl iaf pndflQt iul4 audti^diow tfillwt of iogij^lel^i 
Jlilwl the titaioat i#ttte of ^i^l Jui iqtf«riK ;C%ri4ti«iia. 
,j^<iyitbe\tiaAii«f^.^ll IM9 W look qp lor 1^. model. 

J|^d'«oimptrioa9^aA4;Mit^[|(it9^ ^H^ fl^^y <b^ 
iiigh lexMipl^^ tbikt h^.wijyi iifteii^eoiftat^vfei^ virtuea 
to which he is aattanger^ and vioea which hedeteaty* 



To4||e mkiiatiry I B«ed a<^ ^VV^ ^ ^ 9^^* 
if i9di||eteiieid in othw^.Ghn^^ 
49 1 1»iveir9pi»8«i^ it,;inp«»a^ tpart p c^ii^iuiter 
pivavjF. thiBsio tho cauae^ ii would. b|^ ^^.^ ^t 
4iDgreo^^perftdy and eG#t^.. It ia thei|*fi^ ^ all occa* 
«M>nf^ to 9tand forwi^daad reaiat impiei7.,.aa a wall 
of bipaM. ^Tia thfora^ in wd out of the temple of 
Q0dp ^ipreyant ttio rain of the nnwai^^.and Ifs^ in« 

;a(i»et«d9 by boldly opmadriyig the imp^fid^ 
mmH delude th«%. jad conlbiipd^ig, them w|th 
their own portraits. This their superior informa- 
iion> or natote of their education must enable them 
4attm|diantly tp:do« Thia o^ht ^ be their ^V^ry. 

' S*or if any thiqs under hmen cm apprp^umMe i^e 
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Imiiutti eluMHtlif io fii^ ^dMae* It if Ai dMtteiiiiD 
ef M& ud tilento to te4iibfliaii of trMk «^ 



n^tlmd eluandeiiitie of trae seal isf tko 
otroethm of «& igoMiiieef but peeoKwty ; die yoiwc 
«Bd friendlMt* To tkese I' ofmine mya^. It 
wooUi bo tppBrflaoos to dwoU oo tbB dlbots dT tpeli 
io8tnietioii« Tliora ioiaft potot^ <rf oay kitnoii to 
MMi| better Moertmed^ cir ttoit tnuvofiall^^ 
iod^ than the power of rigbt nmiJkKt\f adbore^ io 
fymmg life Btiod to oveiy thfaig tiiot ut^ good ond 
gproftt fivM heoiiiOB npoblioobato boroe iodubi- 
tia>Ie ovideooe^ (bat^ by strict alleotioo to thb oli|c^ 
irirtue tile most rigid^ as wrtl a« j^oty tbo tnest io^ 
vlolabte^ eaA ht the 4ifttiodioo of evety cMoeti io 



If eases too oAn oeew ailiongit os^ wbere tbe 

I Tiftiiea implanted in iiifaiiey are cdBBused by tbe vices 

: of yckrfli) I will venture to aflmiy that efoob mis^ 

' fdrtatto is less the result of natural eorraiptitni Or evil 

conta^on*than of edoea^n> feMety ealled C%fiiflaiif 

in whldi every thing is tMM attended to ttan Hio 

mainpmnt: the sdperftefail iinetoite df religHnl^ and 

tiie virtoes not employed as ihtf oogbt This^ baa 

• • * 

been long^ imd noterimdly Ibt 'cbaraetoK of modMi 
odnea6on>' aiid^ perhaps^ tbe trae sooroo ot aU ocr 
degeneracy. 



It is not pretonded^ ihat flie very bestfand deepest 
impressions Communicated at tbat aeason bave in- 
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lecfilttd^ittiaiBNQr^Bety iqits.eoiifliel^Ui «iiP0ii^«|i4l 
•liirflOTdiiuffy temptetimis^ pay a tribute 40;|nuiaQ| 

. IpIio: ip tissMd ift: fiie «Wftf ^* skfinld :g% .viU. not 
»iit»i»% tfqMgtifafiBi it %w^ mnbu^'mgk i oi^ iM» 

MiWb fttt : lik^ tkeilMtiiitcfr trbe^ Whieh HmMfSfm^ 
«iiilf?tedcvto its iipkigUpM iltttttMi p^dlflo^y ^lAfib 
the Ibrc^' 4iii iW^lfaoA it !»> irdii§d« ConfintttifA 
virtif^ tiiragli it ttiy^yteM' to fdn^e w iwtpAsA <tf 

V ■** U-'*'  • 'V •• t ' ':' ' < ' '' * , ' -' : 

' .J  

Such is tbe invariable result of good pti m B f i e iy 
when once profoundly seated in the soul. To the 
yiB&^.(S ne^eted^edneaftieirlakMie belobgs.tbiiiln- 
TvIlMttlde peaee^ltfiaibiaBd^i^ txf'i^ 
hurt of^whidbi< WA in^^iMeittlsrhad theittobtaffl^ 
and fihoeking piUk ^schn^lea ki ' fld»nniiAh^|ioiia»^' 
«3tBnipto9 thrt prodaiia^^ wHh^iM^ organs^ 
Mm nittrey of aMM^^^iitta'nMr asadHlMtf^tb kn^ 

'4RSisa« ' ^' ••''>\--.\ .• -^ *. . *w' /-v it'fii'". ;/r<* . 

Jte'be'ft^fi(«in»iiHb io^dii^ptwiatfef pas^^iibi^^ih^l^ 
4aufte; Bttty whUe^tlia^nfrfliMi^f littve ikd^MMHttili^ 
lo i^onceive^ and zoalto UA «tl41l% p»isM»ii^MBti0qr 
of the object^ it is impossible they should cease cry- 
lAg steady for tli6'te#i^ of a fn^dple Aat niilll 
^f e us to knbff^ by^jielwiial ^Kperi^w^ iWJiit* st^ 
fitfeeK It w icwqpaldi «ft ^ 
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Bmaial^ to wral*: its AimiiDt kftociiiiii. I Be^/im^ gti^ 
mt^lf anfotiglt Gfcnriatiaiifl^iiMmieiiMiiifittns of ehn:; 
nusteir^ moM :rdipeet for ireiigiDos 4atie% ittete ^life^ 
voce G^fidence in awwiiig ifaoiri'^Rimfnes^ljunllte 
laiiifiKe of .those pinDii^|lef?oit)^4eir.:iKtMi]beiii; mitt 
d^pcAiiiiQftt. / I se^' Mb^^tti Atid ilii|»»l|^ mbm 
aJifiBjiedr add tbe.ma^ ctoiMottoof high «a»dB|dM^ 
4riiwiiis men^ at ihi^ ^yi t^'ithe .palilie ^leoif )i^ fii 
God^ to who«^ tb^ y^rjr ita^! ^^^Ui teirt|ilQ9 wa« nii^ 
koolrft.. i.I.Me .magi9bMy> and all i^ iuitb(Mitse%r 
labommt Mid , vigikoit t^ resetia tbe daj^ <rf tka JjmA 
from wieked asd scaudaloas profaimtias^ .andixiM^; 
oosly striking at all sottrces oi popular erioies and 
dimrdfirs* "... i :..<.••' - :* :i • : ^. 
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Idu word, my bviilinii^. wb hxtk pnHtelBL^hgittL^ 
kHify. The Mpeated (tJioM dinne viabtiim 

litlil-fiireed 6ron4be m<fit JstdiAmtat, patia^ niiBbl 
lM(*4|fitlia«mo«tdi«s«lu^^jaerilins r^^ m 

f/tfiti iot^reat ^ JMarTdUooa^are.tliamtfnDiraoftCMI^ 
aid dP>f<>MM)bl«t tbfr Wi9ra;i0f tbat m^rey^.im eek 
calling his revolted creatares to a sense of what tliqr 
owe him* Huppy revalation) It ^ves me more 
tbliiillQiWr^tb^ Christians i«ritt leel to tlie JitmcM^ 
tt# mvitfallfil^d fioendatioti tbejT' have fiot ali thai 
ti«» owal^eM tehieveihi tkii onttae. 



;i.S/deeUyie.ti^edQt»il.ef>themi as perhaps foreign 
£rwi »tlil»'pplpiit* Too mimMrijjr^ alasi are we al|k 
acqaainted with those ahocking and alumiiftg con* 
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ttr&s(» to (iveHr virtue cilvine^ndhtttUAn, whieli C^}S 
has soflfered in the bosani of our society iTor soiiicf 
y^ars back, perhups in yieiW^ df*tnercy to IBi tii^ 
bcfrn ; to diy iibthing df a refeeiit j>aroxysiii *bt iiiWp 
dan^^fimaify^ folly displaced in the very seat of g6v-' 



ethment. 
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But If etef lintaanlty baVe lipd us to feel for i ptiW 
and friendless generation, if eJvei* a faithful pictur^ 
of tls rigbts and woes, drawn from the chair of trotfi^ 
bave proved to ourselves and the wide world that we 
have hearts, the zeal of God will teach us more. It 
will feach us; that even lift would be well bestowed 
to' rescue inbocenc^ fr6ni the infection off the day ii 
wbidh it Uvea : it will lead us itito^ tUe teifiple 'of 
6k)d on those occasions, not wilh a passing setrfii^ 
meiit'of pity klbne for the misery before us, fwiS witK 
fCUrm and Steady eye <o thie general /object of ii^ 
looking at such affliction as 6dd himself migbt be 
supposed to look at the paramount want of our 
ibfet6hed j^eopliS ; and proving, hf the dnblimity of 
our efforts, our irrevocable contietion, that thdir in- 
struction is ibe only remedy against evils that havei 
nearly i^ut Ud out from the circle of Christianfty audi 
ciTiliiation, and justly rendered us the reproacb of 
the world. Merciful God ! why is it not gireh m6 
to transfuse all I fed on this awful subject ? Wheh 
sball the glorious sun of religion, nearly stink be- 
neath the horizon, by the degeneracy of uninstmcted 
Christiians, and the force of popular iniguity, again 
dkrtits rays from Ihe meridian, to light our Israelii! 
ih* long-forgolteir ^aths of virtue and of peice? 
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Wbeti shajQ truiquimty not forced, and liamim^ 
^d order, and blessed brotherhood^ aod union, aiid 
willing submission to laws and authorities, and blear 
insist into the just and unaToidable inei^alities of 
eonditions, and universal sense of the various bles^ 
•infs to be enjoyed under the purest and mildest of 
all rule, prevail ? In a word, the horror of all crimes, 
die knowledge of all virtues, give a title to exclaim, 
as Balaam befcHre the camp of the Israelites, ^^ How 
^ goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy taben&eles, 
^Olsrael!'^ 

This is the delectable sense, which deep and ge- 
neral sentiments of religion would produce; aBd 
which I am persuaded, as I am of my beings the 
very charity of the nation would, in a gcetA degree, 
be competent to realize, and that at no distant pe- 
riod, were Christians influenced to great things by 
the true zeal of God. 

Nay, had we no other spur in this cause, but 0tti 
bare interest as citizens, there is no sacrifice under 
heaven, which it should not extort lin times like the 
present. For, better were the return to a state of 
nature, than to live* or f ntail on our posterity the 
eqrse of living, as we do, trembling, divided, and. 
ukiblest amid the tiea and blessings of dvilization 
andr^igion. 

The energies prompted by public spirit and self* 
preservation may stop the torrent of crimes, aind ooiv 
fine treason to its^ den. Bui th^ diffosfid fcnowiedgjB 
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uid fettr til Ood alone can strike at the source^ and 
give universality to those virtaes that ensure felicity 
to man and to society in this mortal state. ' * 

One ivord more^ my brethren. I have appejotled 
tliis day to a great Christian principle. Jlnd never, 
I can safely say, during a practice o^ seventeen 
years a^ a^ advocate of such objects, did Hook witii 
Inore contdence to the event Let me further coii- 
jure -yon to mflect, tibat if the mighty and invincible 
aVm of HiM« whose nod can resolve the universe 
into its elements, bath bitberto sensibly shielded us 
from a fate, which, your own reflections Will more 
powerfully and feelingly represent than mine ; even 
onie great eiddence of your zeal in this cause would 
be of ' greater virtue in bis sight, than all the solem- 
wty of luxurious fastings ahd empty thanks|^vingsf« 

However attowfd>le, and perhaps fruitful an ap« 
peal to your humai^ity would be, I look up to ^od^ 
^and deciine it The jpulpit at this day cannot b6 
too Cbristian. Not even 'the female portion of thes^ 
tafants, well acq^oainted as I am with their pdweit 
4o dratir mettjr in extraordinary profusion, shall 
tempt me to betray a distrust of your 2eal, the onlv 
aentiflieiiithat' can produce efforis proportioned t» 
Hie pitiieni calamities of virtue and religion; ' ^ 

I'itonld 'deem it, however, ab unpardonable of- 
faiiiie keftf e €Nid, did I ^it this place^ without meai 
tiion$p^'a eDteumstanee, probably unknown'to man^ 
, Christians who bear me \ namely, that twenty male 
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^f ibis iqstitution. They are merely cljo^/^d ftud 
J^ducated^ pot sbeltered, not secluded from the .evils 
0f the day; not fed! If this unhappy distinctioa 
!Q96fi produced in this yefjr ebur^]^ a proHi#t aod 
^q9t mertiful sense of it^ wliy not. again, why. pot 
^^^ that it is rendered doubly la n^BU table I^y the 
.fi^lpwpf the example abroaid? Am 1 to consider 
^inyself precluded from dep^ring suiih m ^vll^ ,be* 
.^HMisie: I once had t|ie bappini^ of doif^ so, io this 
lery plape,, inrith extr|ior^iQary suiyjess,;, sinc^.no 
h^ipan aWiity could 4<?^1s6 apy tfiing p}(M;e ,eal- 
iUib^ted to act pn Chr^tiafis^tban the ifiotiyes I ,)iave 
^aW hef?^® y^": Vs H9^ wo^ld teaftb U^e pulpit ^oir ^ 
JlifffP^y^ i* "?"'* »P^ ^® !?X.*,4i?PHy qf yoiir. Virtue^ i 
^rl^r^ eyideqcjE| of that naibre.you:^fl5i^^^ t^e mojfp 

inaaiti 
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ll|^d jiy. seoluf ion frpin had efcao^ple ? |t i« .precMe^y; 

W^lWft«*)affl»«ttns^p^i;Her^9f:ft,,|l, is. iR<)!ii\$c . I^JO^f 
pMn« tojtender ti^fi^pervCT^iw^ 4>f Qfai;^i^p,4^:p9i$| 
l^probrious to religion, and more dangeroug to tlia 

•*' .' < ' " t rt •\"" ' i • * " • \ J • »• 'w '• r» 'i ..J" A- 'v 'I ,' ' • • 
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child pawing 4ai^^:wUMil4fr • ^^^^ lifee!ii4|B*jr>^^ 
from the best lessoos of piety and moraU, i£|t6 the 
bqf^ ^f^epuKBiipl«^ gerhii|i9|! (to. moit inf^oidyii The 
\^ cara >th# W4B if^n^ >r.^aQ|!e^ #w<t Hv^/ w^ ^ jte 

CQ^fHf?! W*!^ the pr<^%f|$v if »;fwiHrf /tfl* '^c *P*r 
lii^OQ-ra JAia siibjeet is 4eddfi^« : ;8hi>ll.ii»4l;h*^ 
my brethren, shkll an 'ftssfea^y 90 W^.40iCM^ 
to great efforts, not provide against an extremity 
a0;ial|^9 mai ihese lAilia^py Bogr« miUQ^.be 
lurw^e ti^dfO^Mitt»*£^# of a^Ueisk% bot^ iw« 
tiinfid for th£m ; eonfinede^' 4ike emniidb, to. tii^ 
porch of the temple ? Hhall the zeal of God not give 
them entrance into the sahctnary "? Is it but one no- 
|>le and true Christian exertion, and you seal the 
present, probably the everlasting happiness of crea-' 
tares already half within your bosoms. It is not to 
their natnral protectors, that is, the inhabitants of 
this parish, I would be thought peculiarly to i^ddresfl 
myself, but to all good add feeling Christians before 
me. Bvevy difference of obligation is lost in the 
magnitude oi the case. I have sometimes, I con- 
fess, felt shy, if I may use the term, in recommen- 
ding additional burdens in poor parishes^ But I 
have sometimes done so, and multitudes instantly 
pQsiied forward to undertake them ; and all doubt 
of p^hsevering suppoirt from the public was refuted 
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iayHiit eyent* But this is tbe Aiy of supenor vir- 
tuts, n» it is, unfortunately^ of superior eriines : and 
it would be the last insult I could oSbr to tbe zeal 
of Chrbtiaw^ not to exaet^ were it necessary, tbe 
Jiuaiblest mite ia support of a divine reU^on ; and^ 
I nigbt almost say, its ditiner consequences. 



I leAre yon, my brethren. Bwiember the gene- 
ral object. Remember, thesb female innocents. Re- 
member peculiarly the case of these unhappy boys. 
And may i be greatly justifted, at the expiration rf 
this hour, in saying with the Apostle, ^^ I bear recwd 
[^ tbat they have the zeal of God.'' 
• > , 

And now tQ0od the Father> and God the tSoOi 
mnd God the Holy Ghost, be all honor and ^oiy^ 
for ereratid ever. Amen« * 
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SERMON X, 
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tFor tiie PMr Childreii«f the PBrish of St Mkhdas^^t] 

. >. ~ f .■   

Fs ALM^ xvin. V, 80. 

Jlsfir God his way i8 peffect: he iB a bucklet id 

all those that trust in him. 



I MUST be dead to every ^reat and sublime 
eknotioo^ if the prospect tbat meete my eye at this 
moment were ineapable of exciting rach a, sentiment 
in my soul ; 4f I could look round me in this churchy' 
«d behold «, v«t . ■uoWhid.rf .v«y.«>«,de,n.: 
dition voluntarily assembled and confounded before^ 
the face of the most higjh God ; and not glory in the^ 
triumph of religion^ over the powers of darkness and> 

spirit of the world. . /r 

... , ^ . . 

- • - ". . * 

Oh^ my friends^ what an incontestable evidence 

do you tMs day afford^ that a respect for heaven is"] 

at bottom, at least the raling principle in every heart; 

tbat though the world and its cares may agitata and 

engross ns^ thoogh passion may bow us down to a 

variety of idols^ still a proud hour will Sometimes' 

pi^laim titot virtue alone is amiable^ and God alqms 

4d great. , . , '" / 
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jfy friendg. I bave.io^iiT, ^nd, as I conceive, se- 
rious and important cdnsMerattons^ to press on yon» 
Most solemnly do I declare^ that if ever, at any in- 
stant of my life, I have reg^tted the want of superior 
powers^ if ever I have panted to jpossess that ardent 
and victorious language^ which penetrates and in- 
faJMa fKe hearty it is at^ the sttiment I stand before 
you : it is now when every hour seems more and 
more to point out the . neettsstty^ manifest as it is 
awful; of improving our title to the divine protection. 

My design i«iiot to iM^iOA^ your BHitriotism ; nor 
is it perhaps in strictness the province of the minis^ 
try. Be that as it may, the task, happUy i$ unne- 
cessary. Were the case otherwise^ I certainly 
should not hesitate a moment to. use every effort of 
my soul, ill stren^bcning and exciting such a sen-> 
timent among you. Happily however the case is 
othc^rwise.. It is not necessaiy. Tour attachment 
to .the common cause is fervent and unquestionable,^ 
and, I trust universal, from the cottage to the throne; 
Or if I be deceived, i# it were possible there could 
lurk, at this awfiil crisis, under the present aspect 
of things, any remnant of treason or disaffection^ 
thank God it is doomed to droop its head ; doomed 
te behold a spirit that speaks daggers to its hopes, 
wgfA like spots on the glorious disc of the sun,. to be 
overwhelmed' in a wide and extended blaze of loy- 
«J^ and public virtue. 

Basely insensible and undeserving would we be 
Indeed of all the blessings we enjoy^ if every object 
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# No I not to glow and unite on such cround. is 

^ Did we live under Ibe most 
smnhat ev^r set its foot on toe 
people^ in^eaqoi.tbe mildei^t and firsest 
of . alif'systcnisfc who Woli^^exiiVinW bitter 

M it. might oe, ,fojr an etern^nr or such, pDCTtyTis 
iuros man tiUo a monster ? , .. 

But I am going out of my course. All I ^^St sa;f 

18- 

lesh. would protect you\ Without l^foa^ y^^^ 
tinon a roek* which a bloody and ferocioW Jborde 
jntght ,a»iiail without iQipre|sion» Dep^jiYd on it^ 
liowever, it there U^an^ truth under the sui^.pett^ 
connrmed than all others^ it is thvs^ that there sits 
entbrbaed on the top of all creation, a trem^ndopsnr 
jealpu|,' and inscrutably overruling, Being, who', can 
counteract the best concerted 'enterprises of man: 
whose invisible agency determines the issue x»f ajfl 
Auman events; who has often proved^ that j^e can 
be weary of long paiiende ; and who is terrihle wp.fp 
be awakes to scatter judgments and afflictions over 

n guilty worU. 

2F 



Now iben 10 our time to eoimKaie iiim, wfailof I 
VUj say, he seemii to waver ; wMle yet he seems to 
view US with predoniimitiiig letiderness ! Now if 
our time to bumble ourselves to the dust before him $ 
io avow and deplore our many and grievous offeoceot 
aad adopt a resolution that may eventually avert the 
ealamities of a nation. 

> 
[ Let us kiot flatter ourselves with the unconditional 
hope of onp moment's secorrty. The records of our 
iteligion^ and the whole history of man are against 
us. Though every being in the nation possessed the 
narve «nd daring of an Achilles^ and wen equally 
invnlneraUe^ our efforts would be vain, should 
Heaven marik os out as the vkdma of its insulted 
justice* 

/ • 

. !Beware then^ lest ^^ a seourgB erais upon yon, 
f^ mighty ani without numier ; whose teeth are a$ 
^* {he, teeth of a lion ; a fire devoureih befbre them, 
^ and a fiavM hurneth ofier them. Tour land i$ 
^^ now as the garden qf Bden, and behind them it 
^ sAall become as a desolate wildemessJ^ Too ex- 
act a portrait is this, of llie demons you have to deal 
with ; and such was, in part, the awful admonition 
which a merciful and long-suffering Father addres«> 
jged to Israel, when the cup of its iniquities was fully 
and the e^iample of vice and irreligion in the great, 
came to couoteni^ce and uphold the abominations of 
the people. 



tRke omrseivcs to iccount^ haoe^^y Jnr ,«««,. Iiniiil 
to our tMMonis, and uk these, how far we have da* 
* ,«f jjfv^d^ \^ diviiie pmtee|Wii Ii|f|i|iptrtli9 i/^tr^ff^^fuA 
^re,alirpad ; and by what iDief^Q% Mid w^i^ wWfP 
^<liie> ,WA pay. eflfee^Qally . eosMce it ? Tbui. ; i# . jfha 
l>iipipe«% jU> which J wpu)dJead ijroiii f n4l w|i^c|i aba|l 
Watate t^^aeqael oif this disiqjiwe.;' ^^ ^, , .^^ 



If I ^id not go into Che pjrwfts of an aU-eontroiili^ 
iProvidehce ; if I did not shew that it is founded op 
the first prfaici^lea of refscpi^r nor nave bn^o^t foi;- 
ward^ in support of it^.Uiat i^ and rooo^or l^F 
of evidence which, the Seri'ptiires and aTlbistorar 
affbrdy it is |)ecause a niost abie^effiurt froiril tliiii;poV 
pit has precluded the necessi^g^bf my dding w. t 
allude to a sermon preached before you on the 8tti 
of January^ and wbicbyoa aU bav% or oojgbt $i 
least to have« in your banda» : . ^ 

I shal^fdr the sake of Ofder, /Sfivide wh^t t have 
to apeak of into heads* Firs^ jfhe growUig dii}Kis|* 
tioo^ to infidelity amohjg iD|en. S^oadly/ the eq[ual^ 
Biffiife^^t de^^^^ o^y}ttf\9i^d morals ampdst^9«« ^^ 
.^stiB . prffitfsft to belieVe. . } trui^, Ifdiwevet ff^igp this 
]^des|eripljion of suph mattei9 may appear to ibe ,par^ 
ticu^r Qbjeie^t for which i^ iffe aefembled/ it wt^ 
tenu^.nptwitbstanding^ stron^^ to promotes it. Toil 
are jtatij^d by coni^ai^.^^pf^ltf to youv ebriipasidoo. 
Most intimately persuaded am I^ that the feause of 

Oular education in ibis country will iKTer 
tni^biy prosper, unless liy strenuous and uriceas* 



^w^rii^'t'Jtcfeefl, -a'^flafeii'MttiV btrt'to'v^flti''«h 

omit DO abunAWo1''8|?ft/t^,"diiiisS^*i?*1^e'^ffi(rati'feB 
I like & bar of iron id a Uttsx. No. it 
nope. But' give^ roe fo see you onM 
e glorious distincnoh "of Chrisuans. 






n, and only (hen, wiy 1 say to iBe 
luans or.tais, nation, your Messiah, Is 

[UO lO ^r^A III: uor ihiUfi bii.': .^JiKtn' h. 
First tlicn, I ask if itcaa be tlouOteit/ iliat ilie 



Whai minister of religion 
I'KiabTmSi.'v lira yiTfl.irii 
reach on the subject of our I 



preaci 



iny instances,, sco.L.^ 

'>d! 7.i!"i ,11 villiliiijiV'tjy"! 
•a dver to scoriL? is .tbei 

Llhe presem uay, In'^af 
J ..'»fi; iLoi««Mvni liiJ; 
IS honotireu mtn tu^'oame 

fesses. to 'believe a'l'iy uiing 

f n*'it.'no(' fp8' mrfcfi"lbe 

■rij'^tft rise ■eii(b4ni>r"ttl''tB'e 

!5fteT^e'vii]g;t:.to!iykr 

jiur '<jil)3 lefiKiiKI 
can DOW yemure Xo 

holy tysreneii or eh- 




Kfe(^1d Affile iftMfftl6y^efmdWAdfll^Mf»^i««BiIl 

1 'hVift .'>iU 'jf> i.t>."t):i:r lin .'hII f:i giijoib uif) l^mttaA 

KH^ K&^ftWtid,' lis itf'fli^Ahlrf^ m^ft6!^^'}S^Hil 
itself) to slur over the awfal and tremeQdoa»'^4^ 
ligion, and recur to topics as suited to the porticf^ 

lMCgKyeMH^H(t{ip^Mfi ftvlib^ liiftMlfcwK||iihi>ftiiohf 
fiMfifk^V-^(i»a««(ltiili«nif>caiiliiMi «i elf)igltf(HM« 
«»tli«fi4; Aimiely^ iJ>pMHki«l^rM^etff<»MfiiiigaMf^ 

4li^^mk4hMttti^i^mm^A OMteinptli^ialke'ieii 
^ WHitt^di WMttfk^/at i«id>!ill#'>1ket^>tdC'pMlonftef«lA 
tranquillity of the commonwealth K'^rf r .'.'uialJii;;:; 

^''ilffw'itaAjr ainbtt^ M 4lW>^«il TUM^l^JiitAest 



-^ili^tt,>''^<#e ''«ir^tiy<UI(^^W tiiM^e iiyRaieiMlltt 
<#fa?114d4M^isn'riAtf'taiUbfi ««tliliJI(^fi«lfaMa^ii(Klt 
^ ft^v^Htiott; bi^»b IHi^i^ rtfiifiitiOil «f If <fty'i 
Christian prelate, it would be foi&tiU) fHafill^iiir'Ha 
been generally and greedily devoured, while the 
-6il&«r'^s'karci>linL«b^>>'«P test ' «8id<i"^aii^D. 

•^^l^JttlOmtB ( ,. ,of<lRi « too .')..' ': f: ,.*. .M'iliv * :i 
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y«9wdblA ts^ple of iwc wnrtitatiM, aod erect m 
Up raiAt (be bloody eUmdird cl Freaeh lUier^f We 
teottiipd to ipAdelilgr af one of the enpnes, it clear i 
fiece it 18 w«ll koowa with what ipMbfiiUgabfe io^ 
dastry, the very worst species of it liae been diiPTused 
among the deople in the circolataon of the work I 
hflffe fdlqded. 4^ whidi was sold and dimmed 
tjproo^ ;^e iifO?Uices in edyU^^ns so chei^ as a pen^y 
alictqi^v: 



.t fi. 



t 1 « 



• }4eed 1 QHAtfon iii4. execrable socjeiy wbieb tjCr 
isted. in f the 'fory. heart of. tine metiopoU/s^ In. the year 
>MMy-9^ey in i^hksk open f and avowed .treasoa 
agmiiiftb* 'State was oappiiited.by ««inMF'Imkq 
jsgaiQst heaven and seligioiii as can sparcf^ly be co«r 

jteiveAlp^iMe in say extreiMtjri^ ipe^Mll^^*^ 
aoid ,QMlaii)ly not tboosht<if witbottt^ai^Ui^.ef 
nnntterable horrof? , , ;;- , ;. • ,; : * 

I fiayilMfthiog on thifif bef4 bi^.iirh^.tbe pn|>lic 
are in possession of, fffMp d^ evidence and.coafesiiion 
of tb9«« dei9d»d ypuflg wen. 9ai,' ^k^t God; 
whwee:ai;)»esitbat ripost |p)i«isa^>f.^not.e^ pro- 
f^Bsi^y U)i dfirstft frqm^e priyif^WsoC G^briHtianity, 
jb.^pse^wbo are not hlioded iiiid jinipelled by tbo 
puine.foripof motives? 



» f . . I  . » 



Christianity,, the sonrce« qf evfty^ {irivate and p«b- 
lic virtne, and. If it be not a fable, so absolutely do* 
eisive of our destiny for ever ! Sore^ on a point so 



Hfcention, t»' lo^ b«foil(e'W« venture oiTMi delagliroilit 
«kap-! '■ ■■'" •^' ; 

• f 

Bot iA rejeet Iraths of ike etrongest Mitvtdenee^ 
'^Mrely for tiie gloiy of rej^etifig tbem; to rejed 
tirithodt inquiry i Bystein; wfaitb, UIre i rbek in tli^ 
sidii of the deep, kdb iitood the beat of art tenpietfte 
find torrettt of ages ; or, to use no other arms against 
St, bot a set of eomtton-place worn out ffifBcnttles^ 
tiiat tremble from old age and eadactty, a Itbodtfahd 
tisMMT advaneed, and a ttarasand iiUe^ refuted $ not 
to be able to sa[^ori the inHdeliiy they adopt, or 
fm^e the fkkehood of ilie faith they abjure : 'an^ 
in this state of shameful indomisteney, yet pretended 
ctonvietion, gaily nad proudly io admnto on 'a tre: 
mendooi etttmity ! 

If Meh he the mark 0f iuperior understatilirfg^ qt 
even of common sense, then I wish to be Inlbrmed 

whit It is that eoustltotes imbecility or pliren^y ! 

, t • ,. . . 

My friends^ ihe great source of infid'elily is hot in 
the understanding of man; it iii in the prtde and ebr. 
nption of his heart; /Well haid the prophet c^mpftred 
the imfnOus man to 'a temptstaoos sea, >)iieh; tor- 
mented by th4 winds, vomits Opon its sh6re a tide pf 
slime and impurity. Be not surprised at the bold« 
ness of the metaphbr. It is exactly a^pHcable tb 
those geniuies who iniiike the sacred e^rjects^ of odh 
belief the but of their ridienle and scorii. ^ '^ 
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show oie ft man, whose moral character evio^es J^^ 
be bnet no interest in decrying them ; who, perTectlj 

4^r^(in, ^of^laj^.||^to?^l,^^.fa9/ji,t[}^,|g«^ 
fjhat the MSBpifff ,^^>|fl|||A^if^n^ W ji^iMfm 

present hour, carries any weight wi^i^.;,,y4|^|,^||f^ 
ligWD; if false^ could have still kepi its ground in so 

Iium»5,fhiB58 ;, and a% 8n?)i *n mmfi^fi^m^ 
aekttdwledginents, will still persist in unbelieving ; 

J: mil 4lj«i.,oo«lipa«,Uift^.f^l^d ^lihfwii^ .jlipe- 

^fr!?f> b9 ffl^nd.;,or^f ev(jr jts^ould^it wifl ^^^» 
f»S»mM9^.^ P »W8^^d.for op. any \pm^ 
nriu(;i^|[ef.of the human. |n||d, (^nd; therefore^, ^?^ 
JWjke . liptVwig figaiust Jiii, pj^ifpral ^tren^^ .'.of Ijip 
argument. ;., . .^ „ , vVii'.' > . -: ,'.K,(f 






Ni)^ :hi9 mYwiAUy tbe pM»k>M^ men tlmt 1% 
tpe) theiB to tbroi? ftsMe tlie yok^ of reltgioii;^^! 
mea whose open at)d4eclared profligacy pf maanenii 
kaiiated by the speetre oC laturtf retribation^ Is not 
tfae sprhig of Uieir revolt. JNo, it is pride^ %i k tb« 
vmnity of riwig superior to fteeived^ opinioiis^ of 
l^eing tbooght wiaer aail more intelligent than Ibe 
nmltitqde, wbom tbey would represent at dragging 
tbeir 'Steps amidst a night of prejadiees; following 
their teachers with an Abashed bead^ and e(|iially 
born to creep under the tyrat^ of iheir reason^ as 
under tbsne of their liberty, . . i^ 



Consequently we see. religimi Attacked^ not by 
argnoaiettt^botiiy sc^histry^ misre^sentations^ wil^ 
iwny^ ridicnle^ apderypbal aneiAdotes^ vain and pne- 
file deelalnations; and all such arts as impose on the 
understandings and carry aWay the suffrage of super- 
ficial bearers^^ . who never fhil. to thiink tbemselvns 
convinced^ when they are delighted and amused. 

: Pressy however, those bearers of impiety' witti 
aby thing like argument ; offer them tha^ gaontlet of 
serious dfacusgion^ and they ate dumb. The most 
yon can draw from them is a lame attempt to cover 
the weakness of human reascm in a bad cause ; or 
sometimes a mysterious insinuation^ that they know 
much more on the .tnhject than (hey tiiink it right or 
prudent to express. 

There is no man acquainted with the worlds who 
must n(>t often have witnessed tlut. What % faea 
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bf 'iiii{>09toifs % what a eaiiotii^^Bysteiii tsaX ^o«ld *eQ» 
MghteD madkiiid; wkile'U di»eads to to efiligbtoiied ; 
that id ^opposed to be tfae wm?k.of reaMn^ wKile it 
irbriiiks from all reasomiig ; aad* tbat mptideDtly 
ihonts vktbry^ while It shrinks from the combat ! 
And yet siicb, and meb only^ are the triamphs of 
inidelity aoeieDt and modern I A miserably empiy 
r«ed dashing against a eolossns ! > 

r 

Look into the most celebrated writ^iv of (hat oast; 
isnd what trace do yon ind'of a dispamidniEte inquiry 
after trath? What do they present to the woildy 
but master.pieces of impiety^ in which the sacred and 
the profane^ tratfa and caloniny^ fttUe and trne kisv 
tory, eqlogl«Hn and entire^ reaMn and pleiMailtrfy 
Craifell^uid cMfoonded together in theirnarch^ stem 
to di^i^te the glory of charming and sodneing the 
fduler^ like those kichanted Idiiyriiiliia in : wbieh 
every way i^ttrticts^ and erery way misleads? 

Such are the works of Bayle, such of Voltaire^ of 
ttodsieau^ and many others I could mention ; men 
gifted by heaven with every talen^^ bot JBedoced 1^ 
W\€ [mde of-homan reason and lost of ^ fabe i^kny, 
to employ them in tlie most; abominable of ail por- 
pode&. Perhaps it would b^ impossHiie to ealculaie 
the extent of the mischief they imve j^rodnoed 
ttirouglitint the Ghr&tian; wwldi * 

In the first ages of Christianity yon behold the 
fturits of perfcict and nntversal siibmission to. the 
prkifAples of Christf aaily', in a society of menaff^vd- 



I 
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liiffffteiMi «f iiE^vidoali #wl tttM»|ttiUil^ of atateli 

iif aiw^t Wliftt tiUBOfiefl ! Wlifit«jM^e«u deattiMitive 
of ftU piiblieiftlieityl.WkiA^la^ WMt 

eiiBi68i ! What a fiillevideiiee ef this lias bees j^ven 

r • Oil tiime i^l^i^! kl t)^ jttoMQr«<.^ ai)eii4. 

«hiiiiet is ai te^ ibume the ^eaiiae of all BOUfHy^ The 
Muiim k ^i^•paied« MmBj^ttfB tt^pf«Bed• . !»• 

«%eiM^fa4 by^itoidliD .exeeaafii'^ itis lev^R iotriftad at 
the bcnerara k baa' JOfseamiadli Mmj^ W0: prci^: fli|r 
friends/ by the. awful le^an ! May religiQQ resuiae 
a ^Mtrti9«Vi{iii«'amoiig v» ! ibe {nsUectioa of heavea 

' be agsfiris^^ imd this islandi^be happfy! > . i 

:: I eoai^novr to 4be semad headii^f . my. a|)])c[«li4D 
< yau^ Vmteptlf^ c^ l^e twi^ it 19 iluilb leas^ io|«iMii|s 

tb'€kidt tpiapitraribis revriati<}p aaf All ilMflofiti^ W 
f 'the 4iQiBAm. iiiuliratai«lii^ and .<»iiti«h]mi tastcainl <wi 
i^baniaD paafitmi^ tbM to .Qii4i^& M h9$ mveai^ ^ 
'Ikw, abdfyi&iilhreiitf daring mktifwi^ raklt 

|ireaerybeB^>for/tbefdgalaiHUi ctf. our .ecmdiiet; Bat J 
1 aif^eal^ to> ycmr iiwn «breast% a«d ttit^ m Mi^Udtdyi a^t 
i af liae tq east & .^etl ev^t the iniUi, hoar far tlia ge* 
« aeaiiity ^ CaMfttiahs tnay^ "vf ith jiialiae, b^, iieeltMd 

«f di^otoMriag their {}«ofeaaieto^ilv whatfMclt 11^^ 
•to^^tii^aratiaii in ncito asf^ iba&lbl'dagr iipscr 
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ffdfied when Itrvw in qalisbat pmstieeiiMii Iim 
Iwowfiy* and the eauunpb^ef ^ v^ and every speeiea 
of digtipidkMi 019^) abtoiims^ eoopeqaeady^oMiBi 
niiou. I My raioMs^; lor wiio is ^ooseqQUitaii 
uritb'.liie kineneeaf example mi the omrals df fOllth^? 
Saamplais ammiMteit in i^iter ar vfrtae. 

Oar first father, though bom without diigfaiaLalam^ 
oould not resist the example of the first crfaae^ W,e 
iM inilatire eraatares, more axaailif pstoeA in <mr 
iftdinatioii 4a good ar evil;' than .isl^agiaedl In^tlmse 
who jndsa more savwely af hiuaMiitmtiires£ It4s Ibe 
awsigbt, (he prepoodttaoea of «Xii|apfe' OB tana sHe 
ar 4be atilery that intmrinlily datermmaii tkei^^fivst beat 
of ' aar Mws. It is . impaseihky . ai«eaf taiuf yasm, to 
jpqsist'lha: pewef;<if xeplMBtad m 



'.»; :*: : 5 •■ ^ . - . ' .. : 'a * ' 



/ Haute it is, that mt sea the aaemd. |HPiiieip}es af 

edocaiion rapldty bunteidf dovr&,^ati4 idrdppiiig like 

the buds^of Masted vegetation. Thus the man, who 

#diild;tey« stoiMliftrmt hgahmttheibreeiof Iw 6wn 

ffasiio^s, ^hhi'to thai teMdjr oP vkof arUah he aeas 

ttofe^onty 4o(ertfl^ and exeosed^ bnl naarfy eansecra- 

Hi^ aod eamitiaiii^eNl. '- ^ /Tfaiis tin weiiao, wh& eame 

^fkff from the plafitt<r Imid of ed&cslfonrwith iiUihe 

gmms of ttdifeaty MaiMB^ngln har^mienj .aBd'jdl<^tlNi 

laiiMieB (rf^aeligion dfaiaii^ in her dep^maiil, Is lao: 

^iqfaiekly harriaddowtt the «lfer tide ofn&.sfaiMi, that 

it is jast tn say, fihe baeomis' radiaall]»: teuiitad 

^«ith piMe, ^Jfitttily, felly, and iftcttatinn | diiiH^ 

Itmt dUHrieSo^/'^wfaieb Is diMrtablyl tNi«o«t aapliva- 

timC^feiitiiTaiiOiihe assfj beeomas liohl^ fltoqii|g^ mNi- 
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* ^ 

M Tids«ii^t^v]i4teiiMui;aid too ^im^ m^^ .^ ^cffaiefe 

ifiMriMftf life wlHghTi>»ir tiiBfieii*»(|i4illiP l¥Mr^,iPf 
j^bated and &e|r lioarts 4ibhon«d, i^.fr^^MI^ 
ve Qxp«et to moek tbe Qvdei^ of ^re and water^ w 



« . -■ f '.' - /■ • . ' • tyx 
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^«tlqtt4f i>9iw4^^' <^|ie#i^ (ipejciAllf « be. ioiM9«^ 
4lHit»bad emuB]^' wliea eaJubiUid hy/tHe lugjhtr 
orders of life^ is an e?U isost extensively fatil . apA 
ptfmekHML The volger or otiscwe cau dp but UtUe 
isovp^MtiiiSj IM^^ iflt tlne.waifi ixtitJIpdrawB/^oqi 
wii^uitiMk by (be hoj«Hit]r of tli(rir.^^^^ tbsi.eye fA Gkfd 

itoiid or 4al V 4l^ cfiMSfM|aMe0^ . W^^^ 

Alices^ ; tbsjT WQ«i4 bfii^<¥ifeei irilbw !tbe vbere ff 
«.4beir'ewtKMte^i.Mtoi9q^^ > 



 » 
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; 'Bit t teii i ii wng fmrmfWmkh whmm Bai htm 
MiMd Ugh sbwe Hie avkiUide, wiMt a Ucmig m 

•lone. likeOiebeMi^ittlheAsMilfffl^Airfhklti^^ 
Bag from tlitt keaveiis^ dfetgpBd tlie start uito the 
fthgm^ IkifmrpmdkltodiB MtadMttilie f«da(ibi of 

4mIM^. K0! yMrttorab, frtMiteMttlii^ta^ i^ 
^oeme BMMBatilgr 4h6 teMris «f tht whole inhiife: 
{fcM cnnpleheeones e etii«iiftg.iiik$ either hii'lii'* 
et^uhimt top P Si ielB y -er ufeisai 4e^ aep'theeteek of 
itfitiie w <he Mtieii* 



'. 'I 



II i9 Jiiij^iliUe yen eeh fjo l e h i B » M to tttt^ 
iMlieiKir^ir jeerlived)* «AlkMo)miio»^tteir<Mi.-::C^ 
A tweh ID the midst 0^ the mght^ ybniupe JMikgA^ 
ed by the lostte you emit. Your inferiers tnJce a 
"vatiky ia walkings fai yeur ftipi^. - Sfweiaiip en^ li* 
«eib«tMieaa4M mreff adhyiii^/ahd fipeitafl^' wU^h 
ib«y eamiot te^iat. ikrary i^af (^ thal^yoa; Uj^r cpilh^ 
eiMH^cily aid iaiMJcaee ef awcipUi mattacm*!i» Jih 

MliKty sHieMl- 



. . f 1 1 ; ?'* ~ ' 
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Ike hiiMm»co(iiitoiMMie& ; ANJwyo^tteMdMafMii^laige 

•Wbidi CAiiiiUtf ^dtfHeiey «eMlt^<«t $ fitMi yM^ tfte 
too muifiMt and too geMMl eMilMi^ 1b» <)Mftit^tlie 
extenials of rd^ioo. 
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- lf«i iAititiee, •• t* fliii ^<rfttt { I ip«lk to yed How 
Ib fli« boty tiniB of Lent. 0Mtt God !' hMr is II 
pwrfhsed by aH, fittin the bigtest to the to«re»i? ilte 
then tmf nittk sf  peeoOiar fnhror ud rMtninfr «fc 
«bk ftttte^ piuMMia by oat divHM -Swvioar in fiutk^ 
ioBtad^ and pmytst^ but with m, Iitay my^ iii,im« 
comBl«fB reteky : m if we seleeted this ^itod ibr 
the inpiOBS pnrpoM of insaliing the example and 
^kdiStg Iho tMiftriBgi ^ Um wbo veideaned a»? 

TIk leiy tecmieaof tbe Ohristiatt nkme rcftA m 
s l^noa Oft this lieai> tiitt oii^t to eonx M wHii 
deepeatcoirfiinQiK Brery tiui^ mttitfiiii0eo^«lMiiK 
tkm^f trt 4li6 pttripd of tboir Rmexftnf lepeirtttoC^ 
tiaqdrtitey atomM^ tefioM tin iue tf tiie moit 
liigh €M I j^aiiuit Ihe dightest trMigmNNIn^ tbeir 
kw j^tMMNMMs ft peaal^ : «giiiiMt Ike flum Maiidai^ 
lons^ death. 

Sucli we the diicifitM of « fetoe pibphet; md ia 
(heUeMe^ .Olnriktiaiiily^ ftinidst e ehoeen tad a 
ekei^Qd reee, the beleved'of fikk^ and redeeteed 
hy hie bleased Sob, the oaly spectacle that attend 
« Baored ebligaiim ii the. auiltitiide ef thwe that 
epeni attd dei^ae iti 

Again; we are commanded^ ^40kef^ho)^lhe#ifc' 
^^ bath day/' I challrage any impartial man to.aay^ 
whether^ in t9)e vety wwetBtate^rdaxatioii to whieh 
leUgietfi earn be eeppoMdt^«nlver>^ would be poeM- 
4»le al^oet to impiie moie ^nrioiia ahnae of that diyr 
thaiat ow cemmnaity aVvdf- I am nnwiUing to eirter 
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iftto pwtkulsni : tH9, fMkapi! vouU it ^procjeitt to 
io so ea tbch^sent . oceMioiti Surely one. -• sl^wkl 
tiiiflc tittii six' days in tbe week are Im^. enough^ 
fai all coDseteBee. for tke work ^i \ offibiiee simI dtaei* 
paiioD. Why do we pursae and assanU ooc nsla^km^ 
in ber last entreiieliaieiit ? Wky are we. piptioolUy 
itmonraliiig on tbe dtde^t estabjfisbment of vifse? . 

' Are we noTer to be flatted witfi the wcnM? ll 
there no Inxnry in breathing free from nnnatntal 
repletion? Atleastlntay be aUbwed tp^ aay^ Uiat 
cards^ assemblies^ and play on the sabbath of Um 
Ziord^nr God/ are an abominable profanation ; cuds 
4hat on crrery day are a mine of offence^ no*. VMiger 
«n occMio^al amusement^ bnt a settled profeasioa ; 
*a sharping resoorce ; the very business of Mr lives ; 
lOver wMeh avariee itself: i» seen to slomber fimn 
perfeet lassitude. 

* • 

t; Ineoneeivable passion I Why do not the ministem 
of rdigion devote ttie evening of ibis sacred day to 
sneb an employment ? No^ the world wonld exclaim 
against them. I dare assert there never was^ or 
never will be^ so direet and shasMfal a prostitotion 
of their sacred fanetion. No ; the world vonid be 
the very first to proclaim it as an argnment in defence 
dr its own profitnation. 

And have yon less to fear on the snbject of fotn- 
lity than we have? If we have all e^ally tte saaie 
law to abide by; depend upon it^ that eccor^ng te 
oar transgressions^ we shall experience die same 
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judgmentSj^ and be involved m the same eoinmpn ruiiu 
Alas my friends^ Whence caii it be that all the adr 
monitions we receive on this, and every other point 
of Christian duty, appear absolbtely ivithoui effect?' 

^ear after year, and day after day, they are im- 
pressed on us. We' are certainly appealed to with 
liiuch fervor and much assidiiilyj The ambassadors ' 
# God cry aloud to us in his temples, and his word 
is in our hands. Every consequence, temporal and 
etefriial, is brought to stare us in the face. Still our' 
train of life continued Obstinately tbe same. No 
deep sensifiility to reproof; no fixed determination to' 
lay the axe to the root of any one sin^^ passion 'or' 
abuse! " '' - '' ■.■.■> ^^••. >- 

V Oh I how afflicting must this be to 1h6 hearts of 
those, who are appointed by heaven to hunger and 
thirst for your salvation ! Orant us atleast the hap- 
pineiss, at this aivful crisis, threatened, as our coun- 
try stifl tg, by a dreadful visitation, to find that we 
make some iiofpression on you. Oh, what have we 
yet donef toconcilflEite ourOod f Yes, we have assem- ' 
bled on a solemn day to repent with our lips. Buf* 
repentance would have fruits. St. John, on the 
'banks of* the Jordan, preached ndt the parade, but 
the fruits of repentance. *^ Bring forth,^^ said he, 
^^ fruits worthy of repentance.*' If you have two ' 
^ats^ give one fo faim who hath none. Lay the axe ' 
at ohee to the root of the tree ;' that is, pronounce ah ' 
eternal anflnldicar divorce from your vices and 
passions^ and become shining exataples of every ^ 
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Imman Tirtoe. To tbis we are now sdleimili: i^ll||d.* 
What a mockeiy is it to look for divioe protectioa 
IB this world^ oi mercy in the next> on any other 
terms! 



Ton yearselves would r^ard ma^ at this instant, 
as the vilest apostate from my duty, did 1 hold a 
different language to yon* And yet what ypu would 
receive from iny lips with indignation and. horrory is 
the very doetrioe you cherish in <your hearts, and 
proclaim in yonr conduct* What inconsistency! 
Hear then this solemn truth, and though the gi:ave 
threw up the dead to coQtrovert it, they would de- 
ceive you ; while the Lord looketh down from the 
height of his sanctuary, and behold^h the great exr 
eesaes authorised and diffiased by the greatest ejuun- 
p)es; a mondtroos system i>f lus:uiy increaidng the 
public misery ; a principle of false honour shedding 
blood without authority or remorse ; children taught 
every thing but the science of salvation ; i^ yile^^and 
perishable interest the god of all ^tatiws^; and 
Christianity, from universal degeneracy of its pro- 
fSessors, the laughing-stock of philof9oph«rs and un- 
believers. 



That is ground, not for confidence,, but to ti^mble ; 
to tremble every instant, lest the cup of hislury be 
poured upon us ; the swwd of an^nemy be a scourge 
of his appmntment Gan^we deem ourselvei^ la such 
a case, kss^sdniinal in his sight, than tlmt impioua 
generaticm whieh, in an early age .of the world| ,hn 
repented bayingmade, ai^d resolved to exterminate? 




1 have'W dMeu% in sayiiigy that we are more 
4o^ because the law of grace^ conseeratiog us mor6 
0p^eially- to 'God ) giving us a more intimate c^om- 
nttinication ivith Ood ; causing us^ in a degree^ to 
participate the very nataife of Gt)d, our transgressions, 
^apposing them to be inferior in themselves^ take 
from thence a deeper colour of enormity, abd con* 
ctequently 'cry louder for his vengeance. Incurable 
must our infatuation be^ if we see not this instant, 
the way we should pursue^ 

Isitwh^n the decree 6f odr chastlsemeiit mliy 
have passed, when the heart of our God is steeled 
against us ; when we are delivered over to the sons 
of Amaled, aod the land we inhabit is polluted ^by 
tafidelSy and ravaged by furies ; when eveiy object 
for which we breathe is swept away, like a dream; 
and we are cast forth on the wide earth, a proserin 
bed, wanderings and mendicant race ? ^ 



Is it then we shall raise our hands to a lopg.for-^ 
gotten Father ? Oh, it would be vain I No; you had 
Moses and the prophets, and you heard them not 
Hemember it is written, that the Lord hath estab- 
lished a time for mercy, and a time for vengeance ; 
and mocketh that repentance Which is the effect of 
forcb and necessiiy. I should never draw tiot a eon* 

. •4*1 * 

elusion, were I to say aU that my heart suggests. 

, From the very bottoni of it have I spoken to yon. 

What interest ha v« I in yoqr' temporal or eternal 

fate, but what }s given to me froin ,God? If I smu 
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inilamed fw eitberi what otheyr priQpi|4e 4^n inflMie 
me? 

If yoa can be Insensible ,to the only infallible 
means of conciliating the divine protection to our 
common country, .wb^t might not the case be with 
me, in the common order of human feelings? With 
pe, who am but an atom on the surface, and would 
iind a resting-place wherever I was blown. 

$ 

• ' J t 

Or, if you can look to the great day of your eter- 
nal account without fear. an4 trfimbUng, what ^ affkir 
would that be of mine, did I not view yon with other 
eyes than one man views another? 

Heflect then on the warning you, have received, 
for it hath a cbaracter you ought to. distinguish and 
feel. ' Reflect on that Warning ; for I am the niin- 
ister of God, and it is not mine. The time may 
come, when the greatest on this earth shall be hum« 
bled and let down. . Melancholy evidence that no- 
thing is stab}e and immutable but 6od ! 'ThcQr may, 
with tears in their eyes, and sorrow in their hearts, 
say, even to me,' Oh, that our unhappy nation had 
attended to such counsel as you once addressed to 

nsi 



To the high and the low, the rich and the poor, 
those in authority, those out of authority, ministen 
of heaven^ parentis and children. Christians all, here 
it is. Serve God, and cause him to be served I No 
detail could tell you more. To your mercy I commit 
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^ fo?M^ ttiox^fi^^ jftiid wrej^^d|ifS8 before 
']fp<i« Had }. kept tbem in your ^tejation, through 
the whole of tbid di^coiiritet I could not have served 
them better^ than by the line I pursued. I know it ; 
I &el it. I wilV p.l^^go my Ufoy my eternity^ the 
event will provje it^ whatever api^arance may be 

^gainst me. ^ . 

■» 

: Besolve froi^' this .hour, a^ far as in fpu lie^^ that 
the iniquities of the people shall ^eease with jour 
own. Edify them* by your example. Enlighten 
them by early instraG|yLonr The mute el^queiice of 
Christiain Ufe in th.eir snjpericMrs i? . a more powerful 
instrument in reclaiming the adult generation^ Uiaa 
all, the efforts pf their priests or ministeri;* 

But what might not the ministry effect^ when for- 
tified by such assistance ? What weighty what au« 
thprity W4)uld it not extend to the, truths, which wa 
announce to them ? Wtiat confidenqe .to our. zea) ? 
What credit to oni; censures ? What consoUtidn to 
our labours? In pointing to thqse above theni^ the 
app^ftV would be decisive and unanswerable! 

; I will venture if say, if the upper, and middling 
orders lived! as they ough^ there Hould be little 
iniquity in the multitude. , J^ven onei great, exai^ple 
in a kingdom is a treasure to the cause of (eligioii 
and virtue. Mattathias. alone stemmed the torrent 

of abomination in Juda. To the influence of your 

»»'•.. • •••■' 

persona^ conduct, join eaity instruction. JLet semi- 
naries of educatioq flourish. Strike at the i^oot of 
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popular misery iind poptilar disotder. Tcm kndw 
what you liaTe doa^ in this way. Think you faat^ 
done noibjng^ while ady thing remains to be donel 

The appeal in this eause hag been almost ex* 
clusively to your feelings as i6en; and a proliilKi 
source it must be confessed. But the times seriously 
and awfully warn you to act in. another capacity. 
Regenerated to Gpd^ your frjuits will be invariable 
and immense. Tour effbrfe in this cause will know 
no bouiidb. Yon yourselves will be the first to pro- 
nounce^ that superabundance of property as i^ceursed 
which is turned to a less sacred purpose/ than that 
of promoting the designs of providence^ strengttiening 
the bonds of society, and distributing, I may smy 
bere below, crowns of immortality to you|r fellow* 
creatures! 

^ Oh, how all the vain magnificence of the world 
sinks before the glory of such works 1 To your 
mercy I commit those unprotected objects of pom* 
miseration. I know what has happened in the cdurse 
of last week. It was eilrly announced to me in the 
stillness and tranquillity of my solitude, looking (or- 
ward with the liveliest hople« Whatever has the 
most distant cAour of disaster, and thanlL God, that 
to every man who does not purposely represent it 
otherwiise, it is but a colour, . is rapidly conveyed. 
I was even earnestly entreated, % was itoplored to 
defer this, appeal to you. ^ I wi^s. told that it must 
Aecessarily fail ; that, not a being would attend us ; 
that I Ought to prepare myself to see those childrea 
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mined |q, go 0% The JippMrimce bf^f ore me eviiicefy 
tbat be wbo ^)9te hif ti^stia bim is n truer pro^ei; 
tbao the diseiples of Baal^ Were I urged by na 
ot|ier priuf^ipley J tbougbt it my duty, not to give my 
Qounteuauce, i^sigoiiflcant as it is, io sucb ap al/afmy. 
, obviously uufopuded, Igr the po^tpmexBeui of th|^ 
{(refi^nt J)usdiifi)ss^ I,, knew tJiM ^^ 9^ time .would 
your charity disappear, a virtue so ^ecjuliarl^ bom 
"yours ; which all the demands of the world cannot 
e^tiogui^h in* your hearts; and wbich^ perhaps at 
this moment,^ stands b^tj^^^n yo^u and thi& vi&itatiQa 
of God. Whqn , was there evf^r , a , greaipiL oi^onsioar 
fw esLereising it ? lil^hen misery is increased to the 
most onf rmous ,^owtb ; when such rain siiiimin4^^ 
you as would force tears &om4h6 most rigid, and. 
half ow up the stores of the ^^^hippers of gold, ' _ 



No ; that charity should i^ease here^ was a thought 
of horror ; a libel on beaven ; a delractioii from your 
character* I dismissed it with execration. I re- 
solved to go on. And again^ and again do I say, 
that, so far from losing my usualV trust jn you,^ I . 
never ascended this pulpit with more, cpiifidence of 
you in my heart/ You know the particular, case of 
these infants; "You know they have no support to 
expect from the parish to which they belong. It is 
not eiqual to it There is no part of ^ this, great eit- 
pital wh^ the dii^positions <tf Providence are more 
. iwfully written. If it have not a pre-eminence^ it 
Has, at least, a fair struggle for pre-emiuenee in every 
descrlptiott of human calamity. The number of 
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dertitote and faitiishiDg children is liow great be- 
yond all former times. Not one of these before yoa 
whose father is not actuitlly, or has not been in the 
ranks of his coantry. To your hearts I submit if,' 
whether it be not mercy, and snpierior mercy, to 
support an institution like this, in the midst of misery 
and desolation ? This, indeadi I may say yon have 
already done. Lftst year alone gave it a shock that 
went nearly to dissolve it 

Our call on yon was unfortunately at a time when 
the town was much emptied. Not enou^ was 
raised to maintain these objects. I resisted, how- 
ever a reduction of their number. One benevolent 
man was found to supply the deficiency. I relied 
OD thi. day ; eonvineed that, wben reminded of our; 
misfortune, you would greatly feel, and powerfully' 
repair it. I have not known you for ten long years 
without being sensible, that there are extremities 
which you cannot resist I leave you* I irast in 
you. Not all the inauspicious forebodings I, have 
heard could depress that feeling for a moiiient. I 
stand to these unhappy objects in a tender relation. 

• 

Oh ! let their pastor and father implore you to save ' 
him from the mortal affliction of seeing them cast out 
on a woild of iniquity and woe* I can say iip more. 

Grant this, O God, for the sake of thy Son Jesus ' 
Ghrist ; to whom, with thee, and the Holy (Spirit, be^ 
all honour and glory for ever and even Amen. 
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SERMON XL 
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pilis was a Cliarity Sermon preacKed in the 1?ear i798, for the 
Benefit of the Widows and Childr^ of those of' the Yeomen- 
rjr.and Militia; who fell in the RebeiUda»3< "^ 

e. 

A new Comrnandment Igive^unto you, that ^ Jme 

' , . '  

ans another. ' 

» .  • '  .  ,'■•■:. 

, iff I. 

I GIYB thanks to the suprieime God, that I meet 

you ia this place ! that bis temples ate still opeft tb 

eeho the voice of his miitisters' and servants! aad 

that evei^ thiiig sacred to civilized and religious 

men ytt defies/utider the shield of divine protection, 

ell the fury of fiinaticism, impiety, and rebellion, 

Yes^ my fellow citizens, and fellow Chrii^tians, I 

eome hither to rejoice with you ; to glory with you 

in the advancing triutnph of a cause, which all the 

freedom and virtue of the universe must call their 

own. No, never shall the monster, Jacobinism, ex- 

lilt in the ruijis of our happy constitution; or the 

ittfluencfes, the charities, the hopes of a' divine' reli. 

I^on, be replaced by a detested system of pretended 

reason and avowed impiety; ' No ! Neither wilt 6od 

nbandon us at ilds awful moment nor shall we 

abandoDr ourselvei^t A deluded nmltitude magr- yet 

2 1 
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contifliie ttie iiAtrafflents of desperate and sangainary 
leaders ; they may yet be poshed on to fresh ex« 
perienee of defeat and destraetion! the delusive 
hopes of rapaeity^ or workings of superstition may 
•til] uphold their phrenzj ! the Mood of the inno- 
cent and the gnilty, the loyal and disloy al^ may long 
mingle in this unhappy contest; hot Ireland can 
Bever perish while she deserves ia live ; whilst her 
virtne and her mind are in counsel and m arms ; 
whilst every boor reveals such new and astonishing 
energies ; and every life that flows, and every woond 
that is inflicted in her cause become, as we daily 
witness^ the seed of a prouder and more invilieible 
comlrination. Qh ! my fvteods^ from what a deatiny 
have we been saved ! Never, never should we forget 
that signal providence which has so long ivatehed 
over our safety^ which unbound the very elements 
to protect our shines from invasion ; that early llud 
open flie whole train of this damnable conspiracy { 
that 00 the very eve of its explosion overwiielmed 
its principal supporters^ and prepaied every loyal 
soul to meet a most formidable crisis with ^ coun- 
tenance and spirit ctf heroes. What, I say, what 
would our dear aad common country have been a|i 
this present hour, had not heaven so mercifiilly id* 
tej^osed in its behalf? had negligence and torpof 
distiingdshed onr govemmenti instead^ v^lanep 
and vigour? had we been galled by speeioas ciles 
«f patriotic sounds, and wifli a hrain reiiLdy to s[^g 
mnder our feet? What? what, hot one vast and de^* 
ploraMe scene of misery and desolatkn ! Ml rig^ 
aU Older, an distinction annihilated ! The poMMssion 
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0lt p^opeity bfttome a liiirk cf ineviiiUto pMHeripOmii 

the fttofiM of our sanctuariw dragged Into ti^ pob* 

lie plieeti ; the itiiiiurters ef heaven devoted id tibe 

'ftee of day; ear wives and virging pointed by the 

passiona of brutes and barbarume ! £very firiend to 

kttmaniiy and moderation^ evety man averse to 

TevoltUUmmy horran^, bbtebcmd withoot merqr! 

^ BlMd^ in the iangnage of the prophet^ toacUng 

'^biood f^ and to etown all^ the i^nton of super^ 

sHHan sharpening and extending the eruel^ of th^ 

uuUitade^ and tearing fimn their breast the last 

Kmnant of remorse imd compassion f Soch, such 

Is the Hevolntilon^ from trhii^h heaven^ in its snpreine 

mercy, has hitiierto delivered ns ! Nor is it unBkely 

that the savage actors in it, when their work was 

complete, would have shed in equal torrents tini 

Uood of one another, to determine who should pos- 

sess the empire, or greater division of the ruin* 

I am induced from a severe regard to truth to 
mention that reU^ous animosity, which too clearly, 
and too wofuUy appears to have been pressed into 
the service of the present rebellion* I trust I shall 
hot be considered as inflamed myself,, and conse- 
quently desirous of inflaming iny protesiant brethren, 
with the same abominable sentimentt No, as I hope 
for mercy at the great day, there b no principle in 
nature more fbreign to the ruling disposition of my 
soul* Whatever the m&gnitade of their injuries may 
be, I would rather remind theop of that memorabla 
and god^e answer, which onr divine Savioqr made 
lo his di«^iples| ykkfiu solicited to command fire froifi 



lmyW't$f Om dttiractio^ of a Samav^ vfll^^ 
^/ Te know net/' said he^ , ^^ what manner of spirit 
^^ ye are of/' The Son of Man ca^ie not to inspire 
men with principles of maleTolence^ e^inlty^ and 
revenge ; but to fit! the human bosom with §DdUke 
forbearaooe^ amity, and Jove. I would rather in- 
aulca|e on them^ what a striking contrast all san- 
|;uipary. and .uncharitabje feeling present to the 
character of Hiic who was emi^entty the friend of 
mankind> in whose breast every thing dwelt ikmt 
was humane and divine, and who bequteathed us this 
glorious sentence as a living and eternal lesscm, ^^ Biy 
^^ this shall all men know, that yon are my disciples^ 
^^ if ye love one another J^ 

It is greatly to be latneated; and the thought can- 
not fail to inspire a serious mind with the most gene- 
rous pity and indignation, that Christians should, in 
all ages of the church, have so miserably ^^p^rted 
from the spirit of the GK>speh I am sorry to make 
the following remark ; but, alas^ it is but too juat 
afid obvious. There is no species of -history which 
9t beoevol^ut man, or well wisher of the human raea^ 
reads with less plei^sure, or rather with more disg nst^ 
than ecclesiastical annals, jflad our blessed Lord 
left us this precept on record. -^^ A n^w commandment 
*^ I give unto you that you hate one another/? it 
could not have been better f^ulfilled tbap it has been 
from the third century down^tp the present hour. 

One shudders to think what ^se|i9 of hun^n bloqd 
have been spUt;^ in v^hat ar^ called re^^l^iia mr^, 
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%nd, miwparif d perflevecanoey varfpos .B.^A diaim^irt 
{ijuties of Cluriirtiaw have, labpor^ to ^jLtarAiiii^te 
osa anoiber. It hk not iiapfobable that oor Savkittr 
fta4. his diseii^ iiiij;ht haire had4bese unhfl^ipy' 
fcenfMi ia view^ yfhm they so eanestiiy wojured 
GhristHms> by evc^ry aSeetitag argament and moti?6^ 
to cultivate mutoal affection and concord. Nor> 
oeptAinly is these any thing that shows our .divine - 
feligion in a more endeariug light; than^ that it is by 
mo means chargeable with those mischiefs^ and hot* 
tors which the worst passions of bdman nature have 
engendered ; but/ that its sole stody^ its grand and 
primary object is^ to reconcile nsto one anothei? by 
qiean^ of one common union^ ons coi|imon Redeemer^ 
and in^reall who bend to the sacred name ei JesMf- 
with nnbonnded philanthropy and love, l^eri^evere 
then^ my high-minded friends^ hi defending the 
cause ^f human nature and your country^' With. ener- 
gies.tbnt are worttiy of it ; ^hnt dishonoiur it not hy 
ft black, and unchristian mixiliary ! Qbey the glo- 
lioQs ippnlse of patriotism alone; disci^rd all 0a|. 
bjbnns; altijui^ lAl names^ hot those of mc^ detertnined 
tp expire with the constitution and ,tbe throoia t 

*■ . < ^ ' *  • 

* 11 * • »• • 

If yon. have helield with horror*aii(l ainiction^ the 
wanton wd unprecedented racnjuities of a blind and) 
SHHgniilvy fcHJgotiy; if^ in i too many inf tances^ th^ 
uneffendittg professi^rs of our national telt|^on have 
been l^barously eoi off in .the bosom of th^ir retire- 
Mtntoy pnrsUe those monsters with tenfold veogeaneei 
Hirli^ l^t iaftt^ed this raLtemunattng dpirU .into, the 
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Itm^ <f th» MiNHaii; 4Ng iNm to wimMum^iat 
tke liuse «f n e«li^iteMd woild; ba pi^ttlpe 4e« 
Ittdad kiflromeftto^ evm leekii^ m Um^ «re wMi the 
Mood of iimoeeiiee : «liew tlMn timt yoa are CkriM* 
HoMff that yea regard every hoeiaii ereatere witheiil 
diatinetieii en a brother, and woiild laake ta gteai 
aaerifleea to praiaote the happinemi^ relieve, the m* 
cessitiea, or protect the life of an iiidividul whodif* 
fteed, as of one who agreed with yoa in rel^pOB* 
ctammlon* 



The«e are aentinienta I think it ny doty to ejK- 
pMm in this place, in the awfol situation in wfaieli 
we *re placed $ sentiments which Jesns Christ him* 
self, did he stand in this cbair^ wonid express ) and 
which, had I the whole iratidnal world as n^ Midi* 
eiiee, tsMk be gei^rally revered and approved. 



When I look to the condition of this country some 
aberi time back, I trace a pictnre which every friend 
to the happiness of his feHow creatnres must view 
vvilh satisfaction, nay. even with delight HTui (Me 
there U noting human in wludi theorists, iuid de* 
cbumers on frit principles may not dfacoyer l>lots^ 
and pronounce exceptionable. But will any Iwnest, 
unprejudiced and thinking man, who estimtttes ttie 
decree of felicity to which a ooaimnnify miy i|S|Ma^ 
not by asgoments^ drawn from fency, but with wiie 
and proper allowance fbr those errors and4^flat|0n% 
ttlst ale inseparable from hdmanlty 9 will any^ Adi 
nMa pronounce that tiie condition of Ireland, aklkb 
peiiod I alhide to^ was net Bn>re than tvHtiM 
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' Ifdriiey I mm;^ 9kff a sii^jle pcMie and todal hitessiiig 
Hiat we difl not enjoy^ or were not gradtiaHy eDJOfw 
iag ! We poesese this freedt^ yes^ the freest ibftti ef 
censBtaHita ander beaten. £very hour bad hreoght 
Qs nearer to the fuUest participation of it i oar legia^ 
letive independenee had been gloriously ai^ irrevocai^ 
biy fisteblisbed ! The great and capital restriction on 
^t trade^ which was so itiach complained ofy bad fal- 
len to 1^ ground ; ear jadges were declared for life ; 
the right of appeal to the British House of liords ^ 
was giten up ; concession came after concession ; 
whateVeir the pride of freemen demanded, the affeCr 
tion. Wisdom, policy and justice of England had sur* 
tendered, ot were fast surrendering ! Those shackles, 
in which ^e jealousy of angry times bad deemed H 
accessary to Und a lai^ proportSon of our comma- 
9iijy bad yielded, in tte master links, to the long 
experience of their loyalty ; and^our cathoUc brethren 
were adrancing with rapid, dignified step, into the 
tmomi of the constitution. V the state of our repre- 
Ssentaftion remaited capable of reform> let it be re* 
Wieinbered, that, on this sulrject, the rery best and 
wisest laen were divided; andihat even the illustrf. 
4NM father ef the present Britisk minister, though 
confessedly one of the most ardent, powetliii and vir- 
tuous assertors of libertjr the empire ever saw, re- 
eiMed from the experiBMit ! Wift aH this our com- 
MMsee, ^mr manolMtittes w^re paipabty improved. 
If not iiraiMing $ the condition of tke ^mmer ordeib 
a« paipaMy meliofated, and every quarter of th'e 
JwtitNi nmidlng la^ aivaneet to wealth and pros- 
|Mtri|yt 
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Fmm ttefitMsnee of my own eyen^ I ran de^re^ 
that, in the most impovmshed of onrproyiiioes^ «b 
prevince of which^ from the steady aod onsbaken 
loyalty it has eirinoed is this trying momeaty I aiik 
proud, to feel myself a nrtive ; the sceae 'was udif er* 
sally chaaged^ aod^ instead of hereditary beggary audi 
ngSi presented a happy and contented people^ po««> 
ses^juig in abundance f U the common comforts and 
necessaries of life« Such was the high giouttd on 
which we stood ; such the manifest condition of Ire-* 
landy when the infernal demon of Frenqih liberty ami 
equality came, like Satan into Eden^ to attenq»t (a 
blast our hi^piness. 

That in eveiy society, some tnrbulent and dise<m« 
tented spirits should be foimd ; mm bom to subrerf^ 
traitors by nature to all rule and goTemment^ wh(|^ 
in the lust of dominion, would gnufp with avidity :ajt 
schemes of innoTation, and readily ayertom the best 
blessings of their country, whatever diffioul|]( or hoiN 
lor might attend the executiw, ^leither can nor wiU 
create matter of astonishment ; siuoe heaven itsi^lf 
nourbhed ssiysnto in its bosom, whopr^errei r0igvh 
ing in the abyss, ta the fulness of fijuit^ in the 
realms of glory ! 

But thai any coosider^le portion of the p^opl^^ 
Ireland, tasting, as I have ^wed, all the aweeis of 
prosperity and peace, drinking ai tlie very aifnmg 9i 
liberiy, sh^d be so btiaded, so jofotuMed $ Iheir 
teasoo, their aenses^ their gmrfitude to hea^fW and 
their country, so conif lately oywwhelB^ibsy^tlie 
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^cfdM and l^kbdlicftl arts of a baiNlfiil of traitors, 
M to spurn ttttbeir unbafppy eonditiofi^ and give an 
lexataple to^e worlds the tfo«rt Moody and atro« 
^ioas rdbeffion^ is a eircumstanee ad liarrowing to 
every feeling -df tlie heart, a« ^ wonld seem unae* 
ebtiiYtaMe to -every eftvirt of the huitian understand- 
ing! I 

< « 

Ob, 'floiy friends, Were it ^i^en me, ntiglfled as I 
lam, ' to addreiss the delifded muftfitude, aaetfainks it 

. 'trere impossible, that (he foree and ardour cf tmth 
sltoiild^ not make way to tbeir hearts ; impossible tbat 
the scales of deception wouM not drop from their 
iByes; and those eyes behold, 'wjth horror, the dag. 
gers tbat ar^ planted in the breast of their country ! 
^ Hold !^' wotild i say to them, ^ to^tbe midst of your 
^ headlong career, and bear the vmee tf bim, who is 
^' neiUier ihe orgati of partj^ nor HM inftrament of 
^^fftclion/ blot a mioifter of tbe Oott ^ peace; wbo 
<^ eiMiles bdbre you with a heart bleeding at your 
^< errors, and panting <fiMr your happiness; look 
^immnd tind survey the liarwo yom have made; 
^'consider your objects,' aird ibe «ieans yon liave 
'< employed ! Ton 4ave tamed the faireat pottion of 
^^ yooir native soil into a friglitinl desert ; thousands 

^*^bave been teducdd/by yon, in one moment^ from 
<^ tbe possesion of all 'buiiiatt brlessings, to a state of 
^^boifseless misery and despair : 'thoosands have fled, 
^<or ate l^ng in sil direMioQ^, firom the sconi^ of 
<* war^ excited *y ^onl Tbe capital is crowded witlj . 
^tbe mourning widows and orphans of (hose you 
^Imve massaesed in'^Mie coldest, bloods Handstbat 
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^ were never liieed to Heaven in viin^ are now fcr^ 
^^ veQtly npliftedfor vengeance on your gaiUjjr heada ; 
^^ the earth is drunk with the blood of your own 
<^ compamoM in rebellion ; their wives and efaildiea 
'^are expiring of famine in the open ^elds^ and pab- 
.^^Ucways! ¥oa have mtailed^ and are eiitaiiuig^ 
^^ eternal infamy on yourselves and posterity^ by re- 
^^ sistance to the institutions of a nation that loved 
^^ and cherished you ; and by deeds, m thai rests- 
'^ tance, unknown to cannibab and barbarians ! Saeli 
'^are your means; and what are your objects? Jji 
^^ what have you been persecuted, in what opprM- 
^^ sed ? Where is the evil in your ooodition that could 
^^ justify proceediugg execrable to human nature,* and 
^<the whole social world? Alas, you. know Qot! 
^^ Ton have been promised visions, and they fly ^ be- 
^^fore you ; «nd visions you would have ^Tound them 
<^ to be, had ewn your piesent phrenzy been erowft* 
^^ with success. liberty ! you felt, you posses* 
^ sed it ; and believe me, would have exdianged it / 
^^ for the most dbject experience of slavery! Pro- 
^ perty ! you possessed that abundancejsuited to^your 
<^ condition^ and have been dragged from thepesiee 
<^ and plenty of your hearths, to meet death and.de- 
^^ struction in all forms, and range abroad in the de- 
^^ tested profession of plunderers and bloodhounds. 
<< Iiook fit France ! She bad some coloWf sfipe apo- 
^^ logy, for encountering the evils of revolt* All tiie 
<^ rights of man, all the niAle aspirings of his natwee 
^' were crushed by tbe iron foot of despotism ; but 
<^ what has she gsined ? She is still in bonds* Ty- 
f^ rnnny the mosipalpable and varioust m4 the wmse 
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^^ Eftd^mdre itieimble for being coTiired by tbti w. 
^^cii»l nwie of libefty^ still bows her to the eartfa* 
^^iler imbappy people possess no alternative but that 
^^ of serving^ in her raQks^ or perishing by hunger or 
^^ prosmption. Yeiars rolling on years^ will not re- ^ 
^^stove ber to the common level of society. Centn- 
^^ liM (MkiK^ retrieve her character ; seas wash away 
^^ber efiorniiiies. Oh^ my comri^rymen^ oh> my bre* 
^^ tibmn^ profit by the ^leat lesson of experienced Be 
^f no longer tiie dppes of your worst enemies $ spurn 
^^tiiiose tral^rs who have hitherto misled^ and would 
^^stfll mislead yon i retorn to ycmr duty ; be not in- 
^ sensible to the best gifts of Heaven ; east yonr..^ 
^selveiii Qto the mercy of your country ! If she have 
^ spirit and resototion to pour vengeance on the hMds 
^ of rebellious and vnnatnral children, she has bow*' 
^ els to embrace them Wfaep they appear before -h^ 
<^ in tibe gai^b <tf repentance; But beware, most so« 
^ lemnly do I conjure you, beware, by an^ dbstinata 
^ and fruitless' struggle of impelling her^for her <mn 
^safety and tranqtulHty^ to Und those in eternal 
^^icfadins, who prove unworthy to he free!^' This is 
ike langua^ in which I would address them. This 
is the language in wbieb, as ht as'possiUe, they 
dngbt daily to be addressed. To eontrtve all means 
* <tf preventing tte spreading of human calamity, and 
sb^^ng flie effusi<m of human blood, -should be the 
unwearied passion; nay, and engi^ -the very 
idreamto of b<iflMnity« Had we berat as aetive before 
the eoqimeiieement of this unfin'tunate 8eelie> in int^. 
eeptit^ Aose mists wiiieb theiiddnstry of loceiidiartM 
'Vfw drawing last Dver the poj^lec mkd^ as we have 
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since hem m the yroteeUon of i^U Uiat i* deu tp^cniir H 
ifii more thaa probab^ we never should burV? geaa 
evett Ibe colour of open resUtaace. Bi^t what c}id we 
do ? Why, allocked and alarmed at oecaaional e^f/c^^ 
8iea, and the growing spirit of midoigbt rolibej^ jmmI 
assassination,, we d>andoaed our posts, fled ^rosikti^^ 
infested (q[uart(»r, and left the field.opentathe%ii|9^ i^pd 
iimnternipted apostlesbip of ag^ts aod mkVfei»oi^m^ 
ditioq: 
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j^ll the weight of providing agaii^st the first syo^h 
tous ei a coming storm was cast on the shjoplders of 
government. Our streets were filled witii thiMlB wjho^ 
instead of remaining in the oircles of their inUonl 
inflae|ioe and authority to exert neceasafy vi^jiar in 
the suppression of disorders; to pp^n the 9gfi» of. 
their tenants and 4ependi^tB,ojft.tb9ir tr^e intareistft ^ 
to guard them from the in&otion oC Frco^ok Jpi^inci-^ 
pies, by the words of vrise and fervent admonitip% 
^mie hiti^r in crovfdsi with rpeful tales and nueful 
dountenances, to sprend de^popdeneyv a|id pass theie 
time in saqutering inquiries on t^e bows i^ the jd^^^ 
But.it is folly to looH ba^k« When the. die wm 
throwBi: they showed how greatly they could *ton« 
for a mece error.; i^qd Ire^d will bp. distiogcphM 
in therecordif of tiine^ as s^ illustrious and >dania% 
tioe rooky against which the oyorwhe^mii^ sui^s of 
Frencimnarclqr hate dashed in-XAin. Ye^, if it qw# 
i«ot its faJh^ation singly to j^iir brieve an4 w^anjmious 
yeoiftairy^ it would> if neoasBaiyy hfl^e ow#4 ^ ^ 
•^be ^ner^S apd Mk^ i|mL ^ .^^ resMvedif aiid ii 
jwtiv'ms irm the sister^countfyi )^ by iny disaa* 
(rous chance^ been withheld^ Ireland was sufficient 




fi^Jbfi^i/ i my i|; imd tveff lojral io«l ia t)4| 
<!3irafrQ£iitioai woald kim^ And tcho: Ireland, vak 
diffident fi^tnJmi! l^o maA whah$i» wiUies^ed 
the ardor of his eitizen sioldiers ; the oountenaQce they 
ytmmk ; ^e fotiM thfiy. diaplay ; the diseipU^e they 
ewnee % the ^si^ioiw atftd impetupus torrenta of loyalty 
thM IpMirly flow to share and atireU the hepoor of 
ihm ra^ka^ can di^pate the assertion for a slogle 
«ieQifiit^& ^ttnliUee wbifli^ |a mercenitfies and ua* 
l^ated aoiila^ a^ Iha mm^ eonquesl of time : aaeh 
•a rtody subiaiasioii to eontrmli sdribt military sab* 
«rdiMtt9|]( ; eo^ eoQtompt of danger, and patience 
nf ^1 toil^ ill them tisie harniiig l|re of tnie patriotisqa 
h9» rapiiHy erealed* Yea^ men enlighlened by the 
Hi9alttiyi>le objeeta they wete bora to enjoy, caine 
fiifth IB the great hmt of danger, ready trained, to 
«9riqver by the aaqred and inspiring genius of the 
etfttflil^tiw* 

Cttorionis body ! It is not for nie to do jostiee toi 
your trinmphs« They only who beheld you in a 
feay^?iew| who beheld avery hoar your panting 
4UcriiyJo meet th^ en^my ; they only who led you 
|ato action, and have seen yon in the ^eld of death,f 
Imripg, d^n aveiy thing before yon, and, nobly 
jprodigal of yoar blood, are equal to record thenu 
Msgr the .(^ratitnde of your countiy be eternal t May 
yo«^ never have eanae to s^y with the Boinan patriot: 
^ I would rather have it asked, why Cato had not si 
^^ statue, thsan Why he had one/' May yon sustain 
ike t)ie lasl the great eharact^r yon have eam«d ; and 
fdd to^ tha^stSl greateri of r^umiog to the Iran* 
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^illity of privAto life ; kmenting^ in the spiritof dl^ 
vine religion, the fetal consequences c^ wai^ and 
nndazzled by the raya of your own gfory* 

« « « 

To the militia of Ireland I likewise gladly pay % 
feeble tribute. What an example have they pre- 
sented of iteady and uneorraptiUe loyalty ! What- 
re^ment has not evinced itself worthy of our utmost 
confidence ! And who shall agaib presume to tamisli* 
with the unjust breath of suspicion the honour of <«il 
Irish soldier? Placed in the most delicate sitaattbn,' 
too uninstrttcted to' feel all the sacredness of thecaus^* 
in which they were engaged ; connected by inhome^' 
nble ties; by coudtry; by class; almost unlverw^ 
sally by sect ; perhaps, in numerous instances, by 
blood and consanguinity ; such the unhappy people 
to whom Ihey were opposed ; they yet marched to 
the contest, not with dejected brows, but with hfgh^ 
crested spirit, and every where came out of it adorned 
witfi the wreath of supiBrlor valour, and unstained^ 
as far as I could learn, with a single instance of de^ 
ftction.* Let these gallant troops, this constitutional 
bulwark bf bur defence, occupy the hi^ ^laee they 
have merited in our respect and aflbctton ; and l^ 
OS study, on all occasions, to make them feel and 
enjoy the gireatest of all rewards, that of being num- 
bered among the saviours of their country. More 
my heart would prompt me in their regard ; had I 
said less it would reproach me. 

There is an awfiil consideration connected wilh 
the present subject, which the iiuddenness nf niy ap; 
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peithkoee itt1liii*|3aeedbw8 m^^ mi i» dwell q% 
J leave it to abler Iiaiids> m ^cooler moments^ INor^ 
eertainly^ sbeuld I bare presumed on the hasty and 
indigested effusion you have heard^ had I not long 
known^ that yon are moeh more distingaished by 
generoas indulgence than critical severity* I shall 
only beg leave, most earnestly to recommend a serious 
;mnd true Chris^an rettirn on ourselves. If ever j^ 
i^ere called, most awfully called for, you will con* 
&is*it is now. Let, I conjure you, the sacred emptni 
Htf .rel^on be resumed in onr hearts, {jet it. i|him 
irai in our practice ; aiid let us view, in the deplora^ 
hie event that has taken plaee^ not merely the effect 
.i^ human causei^ .but the chastening^ the awakeoii^ 
iniuence of a mighty and invisible, hand. Horrible 
mmlA onr ingratitude be, horrible our insensibility, 
if both the inflictions and the mercies of Heaven were 
equally castaway! I would not reproach you. I 
jwottld imt look back. I would not descend from 
that elevation of feeling, which the h^ppy prospect 
^ a subsiding evil has universally inspired, to the 
miserable drudgery of detail on the subject of our 
past vices and errors. Too often, alas ! has it been 
jrecnrred to in vain : too often has aH tne zeal of 
Ihe mhiistry split against the rock of our impeni- 
trace: our obstinate aiid immoveable perseverance 
in the mwt shameful disgrace of our calling { Perhapn 
even at this hour, big as it is with a deluge of human 
cdamity, the passions and abominations of our Israel 
still prescribe against the law ; and not one being 
exists in its vaist bosom, no not one, who, with bro- 
ken an4 contrite. bearii i^embliis bi»fore the counlcr 
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atDce of a long insulted God. ' fiat I emnnitt^ %d t 
proposed^ this solemn 'and important topic to yom 
own reflections ; and proceed to a very few wordi^ 
on the immediate purpose of your meeting. 

Had I a son who greatly fell contending, as !k 
ihe present canse^ not only for the liberties and hap- 
piness of this country^ bat for the libertietn and hap^ 
piness of the world ; a first movement of ttature 
Woold no doubt draw a tear from my eye, or a groaH 
from my heart. But that tribote once paid, I would 
hail bis fate as blessed, and tread with priOe anA 
exultation on his glorious grave. Under the sane* 
lion of this feeling, which I am persuaded is stiH iA 
% higher degree yours, I bring into your view all that 
is left of those who fought and conquered,. and died 
in your defence: tbe dear and tender pledges of 
expiring husbands and fathers, the merit of whosd 
blood was the only legacy they had to bequeath 
them. I appeal not on this occasion to your mercy, 
1 come not as usual, with study and preparation, to 
draw scenes of existing ihisery, and make awful 
fcomparisotis between the various destinies of God^i 
creatures. I cofne not to combat tbe wretched sub- 
terfc^s of selfishness, and arouse feelings of com« 
passion, which passions of prodigality and dissipa- 
tion are in arms to beat down ; but in the fulness 
and efifusions of my heart, to address hearts that al- 
ready glow, not to meet an enemy, but to share a tri- 
Umph, and be witnesses what high-beating patriotism 
and loyalty can do at a moment like this. Peep 
Would be the wound inflicted on the Irish character) 
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coarse, what jfkv^ ]qt \W((^\^ baj^i b^efl, feffi 4l^i« 
jacobin conspiracy^ of the ferocious and the base^ 
succeeded in sw^^eping away all the blessings yoa 
poss^. 

IfCt this eonsiderajion meet yoo now full in the 
Ciice. Let the upper and^ihe middling ranks^ wealth 
and mediocrity^ reflect on the sacred regard they owe 
iq the last prayer of that valour, which protected them 
from, inevitable mendicity and min. And when their 
hands are fefxteoded to repay an incalculable benefit^ 
let them pausfe and inquire of their h^arts^ whether 
the magnitude of the offering is proportioned to the 
exalted sacrifices that demand it. Let (hose minis* 
ters of religion, and venerable prelates, who may now 
hear me, think of their sacred order rescued from 
» the certainty of utter subversion, and pour out', in the 
face of Heaven and their country, with tenfold abun* 
dance, those means they hold in trust for the hap* 

' j^ioess of their fellow-creatures. liCt the female part 
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^ toy coBgr^afion Id^Ktek wHh horror mir'Iki 
dangers to which matrott purity and lunuIHed ixidi^ 
WMB were exposed ; akid if those ^fear domestic tiet^ 
^hich coostitute tlie whole scope of theb felidty^ be 
iiow secured to them foi^erer^ let the anhappy lAU 
J))cts I plead for find a natiiral and tender resting 
^laee in their exulting bMoms. Let as all raise our 
eyes with ardent and eternal thanksgiving, for the 
preservation of relipon^ liberty, property, and life* 
And let the walls of this hallowed place, till they 
moulder into dost, call to the memory and veneralim 
of man, the mighty tribute you vrill this day lay an 
the dUar ofpvMic gratihde ani iHrtm. 
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SERMON XII. 



{|Vliit Sermon wts preached for iiie Female OrjAtfrn Honie*^ 

Pbalm xviu. 16. 19* 
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Jb sent from 9h0o§^ Mb Udt nf «. Hb drew fM 
. ovt of many tvaters. He brought me forth also 
. into a hrge place* ffe delivered tne^ because h$ 
. deligkUsd in me^ 

THU&U WMy my l«»flir6% iM A v<^]%foQ* praiM 
ieiimd to Us mighty sooree, the signal and ^appy 
fiortt&e halttd experieaeed. , Seated after many ae^ 
me triida and liair-bveadtii escapes, on the Uirone U 
iidncli pnnridenee had destined him, and tranqmlly 
enjoying ihe love of his people, liis heart nneeasingly 
revolved, and his lips unceasingly published the glo« 
lyand bounty of hb Supmae Bene&dor. From 
hia taoderest yean, God had marked Urn for hi* 
oirn« - For him he had rejected the posteriiy of Sanl t 
fot hhn he had passed by all tike great and ^powerful 
of his own tribe ; and that, at a aeaaon of life when 
he liad no&ing toireeammmd bias but the imocenee 
and shnpUc^jr <tf his heart. Nor was tlie Almighty 
aatiiied with this mari( of eternal election : his divine 
hand was tiie shield that prot^Bctied him from wety 
perfl ; firam the fury of the lion and the bear; ftom 
the strength of GoUab^ the perfidy of Absalom, the 
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IIMIPM of the PUttftliiM% aod the not \m9 dftngevoM 
mures of hi§ own prMpertty and glory. In Itmb^ te 
crown these mercies^ 6od conducted him into a large 
place, that is^ into the midst of Jerusalem, and esta- 
Uisbed ibis residence and. dominion for eiwr in Ahi 
bosom of peace^ secority^ and aUondanoe^ 

Suchy my brethren, may I in a degree pr^noonea 
ip be the diMinctiv# mereyiffjiicj^ Gbd ka« skavn tti 
ihe numerous objects of this great institution. Ha 
tias drawn tKem out of many waters, h^ has delivered 
Uiem, hecause he delightBd in them. He has chosea 
them from amidst thousands of their awb Mbe^ ikrftoa 
liis unsearchable judgments have still committed la 
the wide w»rld^ its Avils^ and its woaa^ and he bat 
^oadncted them into a large place ; thai ia^ wttUtf 
the walla of a HompreheasiTo and j^oramia aif'lom^- 
wjbere their balplemi sex and immacalai(apm9ty ava 
ftcored far ever feom the srocst el fatea» tamper si ami 
ftenaL i . 

From*the flrat momimit' of ita establiahmeat^ aiy 
brelhrCDi we amy perceive the manifesb a0i»ia]r ol a 
auperintending provitlenca. A Ues^ad woma% of 
high rank, wba is now in ^ory, issfc laid its JMiida- 
lion within the precincts of her cmn honae^ /Manjr 
lirfoBa am at thb moment can <Mar witoaas to l^is 
fiiigalar example of Christian faeaevotence. . The 
"Wtetcbed creatuvea she thns colleeted into her b oa e B% 
mcreased every day 4 jtbe maintsinad Ahamr at haa 
aole eocpenbe, she. ittstructed them with beroivp lipi^ 
she walked before theaii aa to her «xikmp)e> Mk» a 
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JSMatHif^ htMxt Ibrm \ ^etd to tte mni^ nvdi ' Mp 
fh$ammi hut dlKufa^itarred agi»iHit vaift aMl idle 
iatrosioD ; her wliole Iviitit and tsqoipiige dtsehAfged^ 
sbe lived bat. to devote h$r fortune and her life tot 
J||b hAomt of liffSw Tte mgfiS!y99»»i wm kB%fm 
to rewfud eiieli'Viriiie^ It wae mfmitoniiieljif tlieeiri% 
bat ^Miriovs evideoee^ l^ow far it wes poeeible for a 
bAittii^i^efaatatre to At^w di all tbfe iiiiierfeetioiMr of 
wmMS/^. lA the i&idsf of her saered iad laboiioot 
oeeiipktioii^ tbo^ gmv« opeoed appiareotlj to firiiatrate 
ler detdgpe and hopes : bat ibe virtoee of the traiy 
|i{;bteoa8r^Biflionieate a aoel^ if I may ao expressr 
ppaAlf^ to Attr irery reaiaiaa^ that irreatatibly iiopeli 
to the iilMiirtioa of ihmt exam^e^ Soateely did that 
aiffbeiiiig ^porttoa of now doiihly orphans^ let fall a 
tear 00 the tetab<tf their adored paretiit and bene&c.' 
toaaaf aeaveely did tb^ look ardond them wi that 
tarible monieait.with dianiay and trembitn^^ vhen 
ihi^ iriall teemed to exiat in kindred and eongea|id 
apirita) they were eagerly eoUe<^ted undw themnga 
of equal bedevolenee, aoda cana^ which visibly dia- 
]llayed> in its olrigio> thi^ aj^iH of Gtod^ aa aenaibly 
1^11 hltt in the wender of its reaisae fA>in early de- 
atracitiaB. Gontrai^ to Ihe fortnne of all new initio 
tuHaam, whom pwgreaii ia graidual in pnblie Ikvoui' 
mmA proteetion^^ tbi» very flrat appeal of thia natui'e 
Wbfeb it made, aiiirded in the contribution a brilliant 
pVDgnoatiG of Ua ftitare prosperity' and glory; no# 
MHitet tbe many vieiaaitnd^s of years that too gencr 
iaSly weaken the fervot «f iirtit impressioils, ha«r one 
geaond of pi«^lttption oeeorred, that this caose U 
aotdoatin&d tolBottriabaaloog as religion and bo* 



% 

k Ibrkistovy ^ the objtet wliieb I m oiiee mmn* 
CMM hdbre yoo to rceawMod. 

Pwhaps €l «n Mmew of c oun p Oou in homn # 
Mctety there if Bene greater^ tbm that laaieoiebkr 
degradetioa ef the Ibmale sex^ whkb this iastiiatioii^ 
from the extemiive ecale on which it is emAamMf 
iHist go extensively to dlmini^ la the eonei^ra^ 
lioa of this pointy I place the lakfortiiBe of faUift 
wonany as far as it involves her esm fate tettposal aad! 
eternal^ totally out of the qoestien. To thisvl shait 
apeak in the aeqiiel ; I wottM here only eoeeider tiia^ 
effect which her depravity is knoiivn lo procjhice' on 
the morals of every rank of the cemionily ; and X 
do say, when we deliberately look to the vaiioiisfy 
desperate, eonipiexion of tlAt effect, there is no prin** 
dple» Christian or soeial, that must not give snperio» 
impcMTtance to the ptevenltve. before us«> Haw many 
parents, even in the highest ordet ^ lih^. ean bear 
wofol testimony to the total pervemieaof yoolhi hyr 
the sedootioQs of the vicious part of the lemaW sex i 
The fondest hopes of rising exeeHenee disa^oinisd | 
Ibrtnne opprobriously dissipated ; cana^tntian ^radl* 
eally broken down ; living spectres of early deetepr 
itiide! £very ingrafted virtue^ every saerad paineiplei 
of education efEaced^ every vice that can. dishenoar 
human nature and religion, spdnguig from thm wb 
impure root» Otigects to which th^ tenderly looked 
np^JNT the pride and equsotation of Uieir age, often 
presentiog notbii^ to their eyes but the. pramatnns 
compound uf the dem,on and tiie .hsftte. TUs may 



1 



4f4 . ' 

^BdWi^i^ woiW at ftft^ H ttrltnow'tbatftiA ittoi^ (ii«* 
JDistifiea. • Wben'^odtti ii'ic^ee atlittred intMb^ Mys- 
teries of libertinism, there is no excess or enormity 
*{^ttrii6t 8wMn<f#e8 Hie '^ater.- tt-(9tki^|>ti»j^rtj 
%r tU^ ^tal iftvfl even k mflOr l^e tnesi ^fmliMis «f 
vkWtbi tMteir are taTentS and ^}>ii^, fitted' fin- the 
i$rea1e^pte'(H>sesorioiietr, etitotnbt^ fi>)"%ver la 
lliis sej)tili:1ire of the sOftF; -ilotbfaig that"^ belongs 16 
■iiii&tF'e&tt baire po^erto ^iirm. where in1nd'<^0Qld 
-Apllliiiar'iid more. If yikitbs wlfo mig^baV(^ pissed 
toHfiixd to the most'honoitable disfibction be^ 'dkily 
ieen without a ipiifl of ii%chibft8^knliitfon|'liiiei^^ 
8ibt«'ev«if to *aiii^1tiV« of Uae, Whi«h< WdiifanTt 6t 
pdhs^motiyes, gives' biiltB Ho soi^li ave^^e^^l^ecl^ 
of bboian ability ;' roan/ifig ftrobgb'^l 'ck^itiftHth 
qtopid and licfe^ous gaze> dead tO-'ibeSwi^ect''^ 
eharaiiter; and equally loit^o tlitelir eMkntty' 'and Qfe 
worid^ impiite'tt to Ao^ber eaiiisi than fhat'ttkUS^py 
eocTu^oti of moriSs WfaKib exfingnisbes ificj "bbblei^ 
IB^iiln^ of mab, ' to Mbsigfbte the ptimiMB tT aVite 
'kstintit. 'We^td ybtt Vindicate, my brethi^ti/ tbft 
bonotv of lelif^iiaitd iliitni% ; w\M^ yoii biebold in 
yoatfi the ambition of pre^enuneiice in Virtue and 
W^MnesB, e8tl[ftKAi;^tnity av^ sev^ty of liraVals, 
'«»f %it«iifg ot;tbe<fi)M «Qaree of thel^ depravation ! 
Jh^aSs, I,a^ i andlbUM^ ttf swarms <]f walking and 
)pibii!iiions ntdl^nees ycfifvr^l have men'; yon will 
liiive cidzens: itltHe^ instead of USq eontempt bt 
Citristiait practice/ -^nttii^and pntAib^'iiiitead of the 
al^tedl and^'blaspliemoas language of infidelity, for 
the libertfaie lis tdfranabty ^n^ane, yoi wil} hate 
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yoalli glorjritq; m «t)bfiii(miNi to the va^rtd principles 
0f their r«lijgioBy atid aAinliog the happy a^id edifying 
speetMle of ito iaflueiice oo tbeir condoet. 

And liere, my brethren^ I ak oAtarally led to ob- 
eerve, tbat if there be any obUsatlon on e Cbr^^tmu 
that towers above all otbersr it is that of stemming^ 
by all poiiible meana, the progress and example of 
impie^t Qn the eonsequences of this evil it is need* 
less for .me to dwell. That it leeda to ^ destroetiofi 
of the. best interests of sod^y« avd commisi»on of afl 
crimes^ the present generation has had evid/^mse 
eooQgh. It has been a prodigy rei^eryejci for our times^ 
to see impiety bee^yne^ by i&f Dy^stroits excesses, its 
own estepntioperi and, cpn^ry . ^q its hoppa and 
natural ;tend«pey, the principle oC rf^neratjop a|i^ 
social order ^h)roughoi^t the Chdf^n world. We 
have seen, too, the not in%rior: projd)|gf of religioq, 
solemnly anf^ostei^tat^Qasly l^i;pug|it forward to jyi^ti^ 
the foulest usurpation of sovpnelgn ppwer, iat^iee^as 
of the-vjBry nation^ tiiat witJ) r9<^t and tmpio^i[ rage 
had overturned its alters^r^i^d Ui4>4^9 4^*^ *P)t tb^|r 
rain with the 4|Mood of itH miinst9i3|j- ; 

All. I wiwM wge eo th|f fHSfWlm «> i\» ffllfiiP 
daty of striking at a known «oi|rc{i d ev^fy .^hfqg 
insolent and daring in in^ligi^nf That lihert|i||sm 
is such, iiaon9 of eon^n^m exp^eiM:e ^n doiiK^^ 
If there be ^x^ es^apple op' repiird, whiQh t uut^ 
question, of punidn^^rals be|f^ copied miJ^ ifl^de|ity, 
there are thousands where; vice klMfi is its. principle 
. and its nurse, like t)ie mjeaiti^ wdioh^ tonifteoted by 
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the t<un|^^^ vcoDiti on ita shore )!(% varioaf ]UU^ fOf^ 
impurity^ the libertine^ . tormented by coiiscif)[|ic^^ 
vomits agaiDst the religioo that devotes him to all 
the silg^tioQs of hb foul heart and inpiaginatibn ; 
finding it impossible to ally faith with the bcotal 
indulgence of bis pasislons^ h^ furiously adopts t^fr 
resource of renouncing the oqc^ in order to maintain 
the gratification of the other* It was thos^ my bre- 
threut that even the wisest and most favoured of men. 
openly insulted and disayowed the worship of tl^ 
Jbrue Godf firpm. the moment he became a slave to the 
allurement of infamous iyomen« It is against this^ 
and an infiii^te variety of evils^ the most shocking ^o 
religion and spciety> that we provide^ in labouring 
to root out the prostitution of the female j3ex# JBut 
I have Qot done,* How much mieht be said on the 
degree to jvbich human ni^ure is debased and pc^^ 
verted^ and the^, infernal, put 09. in receptacles of 
ill fame ! What i^malgamation of horrors I What 
nightly scenes of furious discord, howling rioty and 
mad intoxieation ! Horrible JinjP^ocAtions ; not nn- 
frequently blood, accidental or premeditated ; often- 
er> I fear, prenieditated than accidental \ What 
youth ever sallied forth, after inhaling the blasting 
air of such a. school, but to exhibit an ol^ect; of glo- 
lying depravity, and a various p^t to thi^ pure and 
^qus part of the community ? 



Are w^ ignoriuiit to what extremity, eyen in the 
violation of common honour and honesty, youth may 
be impelled by the fascinating tyranny of impure eon- 

nexions ? I will venture to assert, that there are few 

2M ' 



276 

■ifftiiieful ADp«Hiirefif io jriftiih from ptineiiae^ that (b 
not arUe froBl sach a ^oni^e. One of the o&ost heart- 
itndiDg ilramatic prodoctioDs we know, was never 
Understood to be a misrepresentation of life^ of a li« 
be! on the human character, when it paints the sov- 
ereign empire of abandoned woman, leading annn- 

* happy yopth, step by step, tliroogh all the^adations 
' of goiH, to the final consummation ci the most un- 
' natural of all crimes. If we be sltquaiiited With t^- 

rible examples, It is sufficient thiit their root is spread 
wide in our society i iatid I do verily believe, weito 

* it possible td aseertain all that it cautiously envel- 
6pe8 id darkness, we should come (o the kndlfirledg^ 
of facts, for which, neither in the provision of human 
nor divine laws, fhelre is adequate vengeante* hkt 
the fond and anjlLionspAitnt, let the true Christiati, 
and trtfe citizen, reflect oA these things, when I call 

' ihem to the support of tUis sacred iostitotion ! In the 
long period of my appearance in this caose^ nevcir 

"did I take a grodnd that ought to have mdre offe^t 
in a Christian assembly. 



* ' 1 know, my brethren, tttat jrott are dot less cilpable 

' of being influenced by appcfals to your reason and 

; teM&;i<rn, thiln by thoscf that Are catcuUted to affeet 

' your feelitigs. Tet tet me remind you, oil this sub- 

ject, of the numbetless innocent 'creatures that nfe 

daily drawn into receptacles of 'impurity. What 

Utts are first employed to keep o^, for a time, the 

suspicion of their fate, the tifiTeetation of the tenderest 

altection, langda^^e the most reserved and specious, 

ttie generosity Which bestows all the Variety afiid 
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fliMwy of dyeisig, the wl}irt of eoi^ffaed pleasoTe and 
aniQ9efl)6Bt^ eveiy thing that eao diacard raAeetioPf 
fascinate tbe yoo^bftil tMBarly aod joseaaibly eDenrate 
its proodest propensit7>; till tbe blael( monmit* .ar« 
rives'wbeo the veil is dranviii, and the fairest ^wk 
of God consigned for ever to the trade of pollution ! 
I appeal to your own souls^ whether there ever was 
a ease in the mysteries of iniquity to inspire more 
abborreace^ or, viewed with the eyes of bumaoi^. 
alone, that called more affi^etingly for repifdy? Nay^ 
it is not nneomipon to se^ prostitute caterers, for pub* 
lie vice, exhibiting by their sides^ in the very pomp 
of equipage, those devoted and deluded victims; 
as if tbe works^ of darkness were not triumph enoogh 
to^ their infernal ealliiig, without sliewing, in the &ce 
of the sun, hew far the indignant feelings of a Chris* 
iian people could be insulted with impunity; 

It is almost uonec^essary to mention the obvious ef- 
faoti of female vicey on the morals q£ men iu tbe lower 
class of society. If, in that order of life where, at 
least, some priujciples of religion ^ and virtue have 
been implanted, and much solicitude obtains on the 
point of honour and reputation^ the effect be such as 
I have r^resented, what must it be where tbe evil 
IB question finds no fear of God, no struggle of cou- 
seieoce^no recoil from infamy, to resist the alUper- 
verting iofittenee ? Look to those ^ats of intempe^r 
rance^ wh^e schemes of depredation, robbery, and 
blood, are secretly. concerted, and you will invaria^ 
bly find abandoned uromen ;nixing in their poqncilS| 
rtimnlating thip wavering^ confirming the irresolute 
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nfiOMlHig tfcte eowwdly^ hasfening tbe bard^ bear. 
iBg do vn all weatimmtB of mercy, cheering against 
tiie dread 6t eontequeaceg, and dismMting, by Uom 
uiaence, not men but moneters^ against the Becority 
of piopwty and Kfa^ Thb is also what we are here 
to prevent s 

• 
To wbatever degree of wickedness man may ar* 
lire^ there yet often remsins tome spark of generons 
and noble feelings about bim. Examples are not 
wanting of snecessftil appeals to it. But tbe wicked^ 
ness of women has n^t a grain of alloy firom any 
sentiment that can soften the soul in tbe execution 
dt tbe worst horrors. Adorned with excellence, she 
•oars nearest to tbe Divinity ; in the consequences 
of her fall, slie descends lower than the abyss ! Look 
to your places of execution, and- eveiy feeling most 
be agonized, to see troops of such women receiving 
Hhe everlasting farewell of the wretches, they con- 
dneted to that dreadfhl extremity ! And let mio&iters 
of religion ssy, whether there be one instance in a 
^ousand, of expiring malefactors who do not, with 
their last breath, pronounce the contagion of . anch 
society to be the chief cause of their misfortunes ? 
There is not, I trust, one individual in this place, 
whose heaH is not bound up with the growth of tt* 
ligion and morality, and the unshaken stability of 
subordination, security, and peace in this community. 
These^are objects for which we should eminentty 
live and breathe. Goldness to them is guilt ; zeal 
f(a them nearly all virtue. But, though our ardor 
in this way even impelled np to the sublime exertiontf 
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iectuskm front vice^ to eVery male child in the m^ 
tropolis^ it iiroold 4»a exertion ineritftbly defbftted^ 
Aid a foul and certain^iffee of cormption to youtli 
Mntinae to be fed by the nnteusted intux of ^leser**' 
ted female infantg. I leave yoo^ thei^ore^ to deefds 
in yottr hearts of what interest and imjportance is the 
cause before ns^ But> if it go to tlie diioiinntion of a 
great public evil/ it likewito.gdes to provide for the 
greM pentot^i^l coneem of these dentitttte creatures; 
which is the next eonsiderati6& I baVe to oq^ 

f 

My brethren^ if the insiitotiony for which Iplead> 
pty as I have endeavoured to ingress on you^ to 
the extinction of a great pablie evil^ it likewise goep 
to provide fw the great persfmal eoncerii of these 
orphans. This is a motive for your boonty^ whieh 
no minister of God can be justified in passing over* 
That zeal for the salvation of souls is the highest 
distihction of Ghristian benevolepce, ^very true 
Ghnsttan must feel. It is the sentiment that de- 
scended from heaven to accomplish the work of our 
redemption, and passed fhnn the heart of the Be* 
deemer into <bose of hii» disciples, to a degree that 
illeii tite heathen vrorld with astcmishment. It jn 
the sentiment whose recompense, we read> shall ex- 
ceed the brilliancy of the stars for evw and ever; 
and without which the most :^ealous of Apostles de. 
ekres, that even the faith to remove mountainsV or 
tiie eloquence of angels, or the most profuse donations 
to the poor, would carry in tlie scale of our accdun^ 
Mitte wekht of a Ibaftmr. It is altoMther i^e^ 
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fm^Mk vf Mteml eonpMfiM ; openting wiUi (lit 
«#MM fitfTwr in tlie eirfdegt bload, for Ae happiness 
of VBMiy when the little interests of time are no more, 
if we be solemnly commanded to let oar light so 
shine before med^ that they may see oar good works^ 
it is with a view to tUs olgect alone^ that the mate 
eloqoeoee of oar example may hecome the means of 
their salvation* The more eormpted the world is^ 
the mote we are bound to exhibit that lights wbieh, 
while it sjbames and rebakes tho prevatUiig degene- 
faey^ goes^ at the same time^ to resist its contagkin* 
To advance the spiritaal interest of oar brethren^ hi 
0ie fife-blood of oar calling. In vain wbold we 
bnild ov that species of practice, which avoids eqaal- 
ly the character of a sinner and a saint Under the 
eolc^mn law of ediftcatioi^ we become scandaloas be- 
fbre God, when we confine onrselv^s to the not being 
•eandalons before men. It is not suiftcieiit that: we 
•re seen to decline evil, we must b^ seen, according 
to onr power^ to embrace all good. ^^ He that know« 
^ eth to do good,'^ saith St James, ^^ and doeth it 
'^^ not, to him it is sin.'^ And^ as a rich man would 
evidently coonteract and insult the just and mercifiil 
designs of Providence^ were he rich only for himself; 
or a man gifted with any talent useful to society * did 
he consign it, withoat unavoidable necessity, to ioac- 
Uott ; so ibe Christian, ^who does not strenoonsly 
laboor to edify, be his private regularity^ his con* 
eealed righteousness what it may^ to him it is dn : 
because God proposes, in our conduct, a far. greats 
object than ourselves. He proposes to touch,^ to 
comreily to fsiw others by the hippy mipistry^ef mt 



<^ii And tedlairiliou exfttti^e:; f^ m v k t iMU 1^ 
tbe ^mpg light of la m^h individual, to reMW 11^ 
deeliniAg. empii^ of lAligioQ^ aad Myng abovrt tl^ 
Miration itfthooflinds* :^ «' 

No ^mr^, ther^tire, I rof^at, it mdte grw«y eoBg. 

to^a as it is, Uhuq to iaia^ae (fcal the ^ofemb oUlga^ 

ii^ of good exaoif^le 19 disdiaFged^ bj^ oof giviiig 

JbpML Nay, IfeeliKi diAeulty in^saj^ng that thia 

may evra be mole rakHtas<i& its eoaseq^reneeis 

the exampie of eiieessiye de^&tity, i^hieb disr- 

ga^to byits eiioitnity. Bof W^ inirtaiiees 6f 

4diig6larpiety aiid viiltoe a^ to '£reet itfae otji* 

Mrtain steps ^f youth in the elevated way th^ 

ihonld go, to eoniriii the prineiples, and support the 

A^ fervor of their education, -the consequence is^ 

as w^ daily see, that they quickly Ml' In with the 

4orl6nt of 9eintl-ehristianit^, deem eveiy thing alloWiii* 

able hut positive vipigf are led to aAy f^l the plea. 

sure» and abus^^s orthe ^vrorld with theiibperof theh: 

lEtaHliig, and like^ iiultiitudes around them, and muf- 

^udes that weni b^ore tiiem, are dan^ned in the 

l»osoin of fiincred inuocetoce and security.' I say 

fancied iseeprity; fbr, what: fiienii-cfaiii^tilin evto 

dreamed' that he had cause to tremble ? 

.- • ■'■'■\. -s- •' - . '• r' '  'ii ■'  ^ 

to 

li was tn par(; the subject of my last discourse 
from this jtlaCe t6 dissipate . the mpbstrous illusion 
of those Who, ciontraty to the express letter and spirit 
of the Gospel, would reconcile their sat vatioh wilK 
k life of eternal dissipation. Biit how' riiany others, 
tith- t^dttHslenctt ^luilly tran^ui^ '"^wdil^ seeat ib 
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im^fm Htmm^^ti pl«Md i^mq thw eattliy not far 
iks hmppimitm of others to^poMl or everkrtiii^ hot 
to bonk and h o ltoa io iad^lMce like the pompend 
oiuaial €t the field ? What said the ^MienMH Uriah, 
when pressed by David to ioglorioos ease? While 
^ soUiiis-of Issa^ SM ateoadf aad fronl e?eiy 
dsogfff Cir lliesalvaylhm of the children of God^ dball 
I eater mj bdqse io eat and to drink? Edaeatton 
nnd taknta maj vary inn^defpree the nahne of mtp 
aerviea^ hot nothing can weane (be CMstia^ bsm 
ngsmomfi and nneeasing sAirte to pranote^ ia our 
way or another, the ea^se of .God and ^ aocic^ 
It ia iapo^sihle io i^im the sacred writings wMho«t 
finding the oUlrian irf thin hiaiuirably danoMiQad* 
The tree that displays foBaga withont bmi ia casa- 
wttad to thO; flaaies, and the alotbfal sanFant « cast 
not intoexte^or daikaess^ What then is to be said 
of those ii|d^srent lookers on ; who nap biigely 
in a field that thay have not sown? What of thnt 
prosperity wbidiy in tim fi»ee of adficiting. religian 
and conntiy, claims the contonptiUe privilege of 
havii^ nothing to do? Like wofntains reawkable 
only for their sterility and elevation, tb^ fatigae Hm 
earth with their burthen^ and chill it with their 
shadows ; or m^e those divinities of which the pro- 
phet speaks, whose temples were adorned with all 
riches and art ;. and whose altars smoked with the 
choicest vietipis, yet who took neither ioteri^ nor 
part in the administration of the nniverse. What- 
ever the advantages and distiQctions dT oar sitaation 
Inay be, services are the condition by which we hold 
and. eiyoy ^»ii before God and man. V we be 
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UngjW.t)ie (aee.Qf the world. a piTiOu^ and dttdftinfal 
WWtfJito^ bi^Vto e?ci|it |ft the w,lwle eiip^ Qt qhT 
iwiPgr .f»r,4^m|i» «%t« to promote the kti^pinepyi 
rf,ilth«»Prtftn?»ffr?iUii4 (^wrlarating ; for the i^vao^ 
|»QlHicil^ij|^i iii|d \?irt^«, thej^aine and suppcepj- 

|6^ri^'Vipef iQr yigU%iit activity, 9^\,\i ^J&e^tmrff 
4€kfttlv4i^soppQiit of 80)C]^ order and tjbe lawa^ ^the 

|Ni;e^nt edifioatioaof oor j^op^bfiitl brethren^ ^he moral 

mi^ <^bri$tli^. QuUivatio^ of the mfuA geoe^atioi^ ^h^ 

fiiffnii^ ^iid teaily ^^Uef of al^ leaJ^MiMty, ThU Is afi 

#QtliileK^C the varpus ap^; ii.oble iigefukefs tp.whieh 

jirejiire.paUed^ Woeiwito:thpm,wbo,|^ \^mm 

|fl»yilte:nQthii>ft#r tb!^ thft they yego- 

dialed atfd esflri^d. It i» jiotf^^copBim (o hearmb 
«Ghri9tiap^ d^i^cwiting wi^b, grave, «id unportaiit/i^cc^ 
;at the, ;labl<^; of luxurious abuq^ance^ oa the jdeQliua 
jaCpioj^^vgicjiffl^ andprfi^clace. ^Iiiiiiltiqg ln^gqag^^! 
frj^e.ifiA«e,k>iU (oQ wf^}^ the too .much Jack of 
^at atid /S^eabwis .examyj|e«^ ia ^ b^gth; . Thi|i is ; tt(e 
tnie TOck of Offfeftca .to: yqutli* Jt is opt to a^ berift 
.^nd th^re^li^w; i^di^^wl^ wi^out i^ligion or p|OfalS| 
-whose worstiBfLf^Qa^ vf^ t^^ only diviuiti^ \\ reasfii 
'.alqae is, oft^u pore tbfEii sufficieat antidote agitipft 
the ^flfecls of such poison. ..]Bkit it is the waiit of 
fdaqua^^indacem^nt to avert their eyes froi^ this 
sp^ioi|s a^d alluriiig practice . of semi«chrisliajQS ; 
for the eij^mple whidi shocks the least^ is ^bat which 
seduces the most.. Gpntagion is inv^f^bly foojid to 
' spread i^ proportion to the veil that covers it. 
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There'ui ttRl anofber class of sem-dbiisfiantf id 
whom I owe a word; and who hate ntA evra i^ 
eoloar of mktake to excuse them. I mean those 
who^ with the best intentioiie and most zealoM/dis« 
positions^ are deterred from eslbibitittg the exanfple 
fhey otherwise wotald aiibfd, by tlie appr^heMicm oC 
being classed with a particalar sect, Which the worl^ 
to cover its ewn telaxatiens^ ingeniensly t^epiesents 
as hanging oat the flag of primitive manners. WtAi 
the tenets and doctrines of others I have nothing to 
do ^ but this I conceive to be indubitable, that in 
point df practice there is but. one role for all €>hris» 
tiahs ; and that it is as glorious evenly to do honour 
to it, as the reverse is opprobrious and eiiiiyiaal, let 
the colour or preteitt be what it may. What ! mf 
brethren, to saciifiee our convictions, omrlm^iimtiniMi^ 
our souls, from dread of the world^s rtdtente ! 1!^ 
place the Supreme Majesty of Ot)d in ^tiie balance 
with such a principle 1 To know lum, I may say, 
«nly in secret, while the world hasour open homage ! 
liike the heathen, to reduce him to the degraded 
state of a domestic idol ; or like Bachel, to conceal 
and adore him in ow tents unknown to owtmithretef 
Thus it was, with one of the first and most celebrated 
disciples of our Saviour. This prsgemtor of Jialf 
Christians vainly persuaded himself that G^od would 
be satisited with the private declarations of his senti- 
ments, but, for the rest, ^at he would griaciously 
condescend to dispense with his outward adoption 
of a system to which the world attached shame 
and dishonour. Is not this precisely the state of 
these who would be Christians in the most vigorous 
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anA tesfffled wtt^ df (fee word $ lAit for tlie want ^f 

« * 

resoiotioiitto eficonDter tlie same formidable constr 
^^ueoce ? Heavens ! what extremity of weakness and 
disstmttMioBi is this! The Hbertine glories in las 
vieey and shafi Giyristians blosh at and recoil fro^ 
the h^esi digmty and glory of their obaraet^r? Is 
it to the world then we sfaatt be re8pQnsi^e? If we 
lie senteneedy will the wmrld stand between ns and 
the execotton ?' If the Lord justify lis^ what matter 
who ridicules or condemns us? Will not every oiie 
carry his own burthen before' the terrible majesty of 
him, who will jadgie the world and its judgments ? 
Bo siieh Ohristinns risfleet to what this syisAem of ser^. 
vfl!^ and eomplaisttiiee leads ; that it not only stimds 
Itf the Way of the inihiite good their example would 
jirodttcie/ but redaces ibem to the deplorable neeessitf 
of sanctioning and taking part in 'practie«i$^'Whicii 
titey secretly detest j of heeoming with ' their eyes 
open^ and with somewhiit of aflSsetion ^i their heart% 
the cause of perdition to their hre^hreii : ntsy^ ca^ng 
wkh U*embling hands their very children i^to the 
irortex of wdfldty manners^ and thnl^ training theist 
to p^sh in the fai^ <tf a menacing religion^ and that 
bleeding affints^M, that agonizing solicitude for their 
happiness; present and e^veiflafttliiS; trhi«h mature iq- 
spires? 

1 ! •  

) 

To enumerate all the consequences of this unhappy 
prmeiple would be incompaf|bla with my limits; a 
I^Miple too much resemblinf^ aiid perhaps equal 
iq^ guilt to ' thje exMnples we have of early aposta^cy 
from tha fait|u For whe^ a Chrtstuui|i with the lov^ 
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and resptet of itsligtoii, md i A vtrtaes in 1ti» hinvt^ 
yet refuses the open alid illastrioas testimony he awes 
them^ no matter for what divinity he d6es so. it 
inigbt Us weil he for a graven ima^e as (Sor the world ; 
fbr idols of Pagan snperstition^ as for the tdfol I speak 
of. Let snch Christians remem!>er^ and beware 
when they remember^ tbat to thein it is peculiarly 
said: ^^ He that ilenies me before men> him will I 
^' deny before my Father who is in lieaven/' 

I may^ perhaps^ appear to have wandered in- a 
degree from my subject in proposing the itnmortd 
interests of the creatures before as^ as a til^ahscendent 
motive in support of this great Institution. I think 
tlie reverse ; for bow could t have ii^pressed it more 
|iowerfully on your souls^ than by iSiewing that it is 
not here alone we are called to such ministry, but 
that the whole tenor of our liveib should be zealously 
directed to the hohor^ the glory, the progress of a 
divine religion, and tbe salvation of our brethren!^ 
With the aid of that victorious grace wfaieh^ God in 
his mercy sometimes attaci^s to the delivery of bis 
word, the r*eflections I have offered on this sul^ect 
may produce this happy and douMe effect; that is, 
not only stimulate and renew our zeal for the ever- 
lasting concern of those I plead for, but lead us to 
think more seriously of our own. After all, my 
IrethreO,' we may be busy about many tUngs ; but 
I am sure we havts had melancholy lessons enough, 
in the course of a few motiths, of the instability of 
life, to convince and remind those who believe, tbat 
there is strictly but one tbiOg necessary. I pass to 
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Htfg^A scaler Oft wlueli it is eooidfieted^ m ttodiai^ 
in a Jup^rioir d^ree^ to tbe extine^n oC an evil 
tt09t d^tenetire to piidUie omraU; bftvii^ Uki^wiw 
firmed 4:faemi{4^ of it as extcdisivoly pitovidiqg 
Ib^ the salv^iOQ of sueii diiidroo^ ijt reiaaiiis to (Miy 
a word on tlieir temporal destiny* Atid beie^ lay 
fafetbre% the appc^.adA-esses itsejf to y^ar QOtt» 
passion^ that fe^% for calamity which it has plea* 
MdvtUe (}<Hi; of natnnb to implafitt^ ^oagb indiffereat 
^e^oes^ 4n evoiy .honim beart^^ and the 6od; of re^ 
velatioA to rajain upon all Ghi:istiaha as a soperior 
tttid indispensable dnty ; that feeling which mu^^ 
peiiiaps alLof yaoi^ have repeatedly found to com* 
muilkate in itit oxerdse the tanost transporting plea« 
snte; pleasure wUch leav^ts behind it no bUternass 
or loathing y but which^ ever stimulated by the past^ 
ever new in the present^, still increases in proportion 
to the extent and extremity of the misery it relieves. 
How few are the other enjoyments <tf m^% that ean 
claim this distinction and encomiam! How fbw of 
them are sufi^rtad by any thing but tbe intoxication 
of the senses, or the illusions of vanity ! I see the 
ehiM of dissipation wanderii^ . like the bee from 
flower to flower ; bnt less fortunate iu bis labour, 
collei^ng nothing for bis home, but the melancholy 
provision of weariMss and disgusA* 1 see the man 
of ambition toiMng incessantly, ;Sli(9rifieing repose, 

property sftid h6al% sometiiniies even ^roUty mnd 
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Imwuri fer oljeete ihat iMIier Tuiih fims tbe gmsp^ 
or loss th^ fuciQatiim after a ahort intenral'of |MMr« 
a^aaioii. I see the enamoared of worldly repotafion 
efteii reaj^Qg no otbw frAt from tbeir distinetion, 
tbaD'to liear It ascribed by the entiom to popoUr 
error. I Me the mercottary^ dradging throogh life^ 
merely to die ia the poaaesnon of what they never 
eojoyed. L aee all ho«MD pasaioiia earryiog with 
them thehr owo puaiahmeiit and torment* £?en Uib 
ioft tattcarer hope^ embitteriBg 1^ its ragpense and 
anxiety ; and where hope b^no more^ I aee deeper 
misary atilL In ehort« in the whdle history of the 
worlds and its votaries^ I see tlm senMrest^ yet most 
righteobs penalties^ providentblly iniieted on that 
eriror which seeks for felicity^ ont of the arma of 
heoevqlenoe and virtue. If we look into, the cimses 
of love and respect^ we shall ftid none more certain 
or niore powerful Uian the interest which we teaidi 
the unfortanate^ to take in onr exutence and preser^^ 
vation. The truly benevolent are more than beloved ; 
^ they are adored./ The blessings of the poor^ and 
tiie reverence of all are shed on them as they pass ; 
and many a name in this natimp will be iMnbalmed 
in. holy reOollection^ when those of heroes and states^ 
men are fo^tten ; even that i)i bm^ who now iUs 
the world with . asUmishment and calamity^ Nay, 
such is the saeredness which such characters sobm- 
times carry idong with them^ thatit has been known, 
In the very hour of convulsion, to stand bkween 
them and the nndistiuaguiibing steel of ingotry aad 
treason. In the very eomitenances of these i&hUdareii, 
yon may jpm^A the teodi^ impression whieb yoar 
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kmMlty pto^MM m titoh* Jmabi. If tkey. 1m(^ 
i||id resjpect any t}iitig under httve% iHg yw^ nA 
evea me^ at tUs mMiwt^ * Tbat nisetdbiM ais^^u^ 
milmlkig depehdane^ to wbbh tfae desti&y nftbeik 
&rth had redoeed tlieoi:^ is f^rgdlteii in the timmlt 
of sach feellngd. £very %iAd a^ CMmpimoMta 
look we east upon tbesi^ gives thetn' tiafc >teiowttt 
bat happy consequeiiee io thekr a#iiteyes> whieh is 
heyoDd all expre«iioii. 'This is the iodaiputeUe 
effect of sudi bcMits as you 'eo&fer*mi Ihem ; tlMt 
the self-aflection whieh tiaiiif^ liispims,^'bMoiiiessi» 
separably coupled with airdtat <fftotlM tfor tfaow iio 
whose mercy they owe alt t&e blesiifigs thi^ enjf^ 
and if mi thls^ and e?cry day vf ihls tiatWre^ wsf pre^ 
»tnt thetn with a * bemA iA I'ebe^aV (hfey ^r * n^ 
&ey visibly oSi^r ns^ in return^ the' ^toniiig^ anil 
heart-affeeting discharge Of that great obUgaliiiii^ 
Gkf my brethren, what it is ta4le merciMt NoCatt 
that the world could lay in profusion at oar ^fte^ 
#onld ultimately and pei^manently blcfss ns Witho«tt 
the eonsdous possession of this god-fik0 ^ao. 
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Chreat was the design of God In this deerse. He 
fwesaw the infinite temptations, which tba world 
presents to the abuse of his gifts; but the wre^ehid 
axe his creatures* He, therefore^ mmfeifoily aom- 
fomes our felicity ^ith their relief, and eveuiciowM 
it herelSslow wHh honour and glory« ' i ; • 



Though I [HTopcMsed^ in this coiielnding ^t o£ my 
diseonrse, to seiafie ^very featwe in the tempnml emi- 
diion of tlM»ie children^ tlmt eoidd speak wHh aiiy 
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poirer/M.yoiir hmvtfi^ on icfl^qii^ woqU itiAilMk 
like 4«ibt ; wouM it not uppejiir tbat^ in ap doiii^ 
I *ifl Ad4i(«0tiiig;yoo'ibr tbe irst^ or neur^.for t^ 
Awt tiae^ (in^tbis eiiii$e ;' or^ tbat I deemed the so- 
lemn aodlf acred metiyep w%ich I have already nrged, 
iningiciwit ioidecide. ;<« ? Ko^ my bretbren^ 1 do 
mofe;ihiao.<lep«idoa in^baitbas been said, J ^od. 
aider the {uteef this Jn^bition^ tboug|i not a ivprd 
were uttiered itiiSq^polrt Df it,<to be b»pp|ly determi- 
sed. . It Is mpr^in 4tbodience to my nature ^d.iifh 
MtAy that;iin, these ocevaicms I ci»st aboat for new 
Ipoand^ and am WMm in, addressing you, th^an friM|D 
^y seoM. of its;ii^0e9s^y«. When I plead with yoa 
Idt; Otbeir 9bjepiS| I dfipepd fropi Jb^s place ivit,b 
tremMiog anxiety af to t|« i^%^p, ; : but for the caa^ 
Jno^.pii^, Qp4iQ.l)iaiSqoei|;ior^mercy has long, 
loog atta^bvd tbisprqv^^ distinctjiM ; that it cpnies^ 
itis.stepy.it jQQ<^i^^9. jlTes^ m^bretbr^n, be h^ 
^pUbced it OP an emi^nce /rom which it never caii 
fall^ witliout gr^sping^ in that event, all the pillars 
of religtiW and compassion, and mixing them in one 
common ruin for ever. While woman glories in 
unspotted viistuei, or man generously recoils from tbe 
:arte aitttjtradQ of the viUabai who seduces and jde. 
dfoys> can it^mtavt ardent and plighted protector? 
Ohf lay breilbne% how often^ have I pa^inted in . the 
4Milo«fa.whifih .my imnglaation. could supply^ tbe 
destiny of such children wlien dMeirted ! Such pu- 
rity banded over to, shameless vice ! such forms to 
loathsonjBne88.and4iaease 1 siich infimte title to pom- 
miseratipn.to nakedness, and &mioe,.and «11 vitrieties 
•t wreAehedness ! such finished cttididate^fori^ca- 
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reer of virtue and a blessed futurity, to curse the Hour 
they were born throudi Ijine and eternUy! But. I 
foi'get my resolution of leaving you to the, iuflueno^ 
of past impressions. These are the objects that pro-, 
dnced, and will renew them. These are the crea- 
tares thai have long led you to reflect on the. horiprs 
and disasters that exist around you ; and have givei| 
you td know how far it is possible to {ipgroach Hea- 
Ten in the feeling that prevents and deplores ' them. 
Those are the objects that have. contributed most tp 
constitute this city* What, my brethren? Why, the 
capital of Christian mercy throughout the Cl|nstian 
wtfrld. Yea, those little orphans; orphans did I 
say ? Even that title you will recollect ; though fa-^ 
miliar to every ear, though repeated m every br^ath^^ 
it is worthy of a pausie. For td the heart, that feels^ 
it says infinite things. May, God defend our chil- 
dren from the inisfortune. The appeal , is ipdeed 
here strong to the feelings of those, who know what 
it is to love and adore their own. Let then this 
calamitous distinctibn fn the children before you, 
have its weight in your recollections ; as your, own^ 
lire dear to j^our hearts, the delight of your eyes^ 
and the sources of ^our happfness; as the very 
thought of their becoming orphans at a tender age 
chills you with, consternation, <^6nlinue to be t^e pa- 
rent of the parentless. For, not one in that mulii- 
tude, or the multitude that has passed through this, 
institution, in the course ^f years, ever remembers to 
have been warmed in any bosom, or caressed by any 
Hand but yours. This is' truly an interesting cbn^ 
sider&tion ; *rid were it possible to consult the ashes' 
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of the dtady perha|>0 we might learn that the fonnda* 
tion-stoDe of this ebarity was laid by the irresistible 
effect of the single word OrphaNi but above ally 
Female Orphan^ on the most compassionate of 
hearts! 

^^ » 

I will trouble yon no more. That thb appeal has 

been brought forward at an nnpropitious period of 
the season I do deeply lament^ and lament the more^ 
my brethren^ as the misfortune has chiefly arisen froai 
the condition of my health. God knows how I have 
feu/ and with what difficulty I have met you on this 
day. Should the event be fortunate^ I shall be bles- 
sed ; should it not, which Heaven avert ! I shiill 
be resigned to the first cloud tl^at has ever obscured 
Ihe brilliant face of this cause. In your bands and 
btarts is that event, but peculiarly with Him who 
nles the feelings of erery heart as he lists. If I 
behold around me less afflnence than would have 
been at a^ more favourable time, I behold stiU the 
vame fulness and elevation of mercy. And where 
fbat Avine and mighty principle exists, it will hear 
me $ it cannot but hear me, when I conjure it to view, 
and feel for the only situation of peril in which this 
great and popular institution wns ever placed. A 
double exertion from every individual in this place, 
at such a crisis, is what my long, long knowledge 
of you teaches me to look for. What to yon will 
be little ; what to you when done, will be mor^ 
happiness than ever, to the cause more striking evi- 
dence of its merits and stability than ever, to God a 
more atiiking tribute of honor apd glory than «rer. 
Amen* 
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SERMON Xra. 



[For the Poor Ckril^lren of the Puish 6f St NkhoUs Without^ 

March 10, 1005.] 

Job, v., y. 7* 
Man 18 horn to trouMe, ob the sparks fly upward. 

* I SHALL offer no apology, my brethren, ton 
directing a short portion of your attraUon to a sub* 
ject, not immediately connected with that which has 
bfottgliit Its together* It present! Itself, alas! too 
imperioasly to my mind $ and I shall, therefore^ I 
trust, ind an excuse in your hearts, when t calt yon 
to recollect that man, in ^very situation of life, from 
the cotti^ to the throne, i» born io trouble, as the 
sparks Hy upwards; and that blessed are they who, 
under every visitation of heaven, have learned to bear 
with submission, and where to draw for consolation. 
Unhappily, my brethren, , every day too much dis-' 
plays our activity in the piirsuit of shadows, and 
c^very day finishes, by callinig on the night to renew 

our powers foir the same chace on th^ morrow. 

^ . • ^ , . 

r 

It is easier to sound the dc^th of the ocean, than 
the immeasurable folly of hunian inclinations. I'be 
heart oC man iSs a labyrinth, of whose embarrassed 
and uncertain ways, God alone can have a know, 
ledge. Light, inconstant, etarnaUy at variance with 
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himself, be formd desires that are as saddenly de- 
stroyed by other desires:^ v' H^ lovoat every thing; 
be loves notiiiog. What pleased him yesterday, 
disiileases him to^^di^i the obj u ct -w^ the same, the 
afiVction is changed. Thoagh the world should put 
bim in pos^^ssion of'alMt^ delights^ and all* its en- J 
joyments, they would be insufficient to fix and satisfy; 
for he has one attachment nearly. invincibly incom- 
patible with rest and content, namely^ an everlasting 
aUachment to change and novelty. . 



■» •» 



The love of happiness is essential to. bis beins. 
When the appearance pre^nts itself, he flies to it 



i^ tp9j truly, tbe pre vaiyhg chacactet of man, till the^ 
troub1e\arriyes that .brings wisdom f)n its gloomy 

wings, and tells him, t6oVclearly, thathe is ^o look 
for 4;rjLie ancl diiijatle f^ljcity Vnly. bey ond the grave. 
Xt is thus. my\6rethren^' Ihat God^'tn his peculiar 
mercy^ prevents , us m)if burving our hearts and af- 
fectaons in tqe .dust we trample oh./ li is thus, he^ 
ipsg^res^ pgple^eutiment forjour evertastin^* toun- ^ 
try. , f t j3 i\^i}^^ tYaifi Jtie (lii«3iye3^ oflep in a moment, 
the intoxication, qf fugitive posst^ssioQSj in the soul 
of an immortal being, whom he has greatly destined 
to take possession^ev^n of himself. How few would 
^jf^f tne fQOst exalted condition of .human prosperity,^ 
"vvere they given, by siich' salutary means, to reflect 
on its obligations^ its dangers and its' cares ! What 
IP it. in £be eye of religion^ but an awful distinction, 
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iflrUi^bi by riif 8^,118 above ^otlier men^ Qbliges m to 
more eminence in virtue^ and virtuous exani|ile ^ oTi 
if jiccQQipauied by oftce and authorityji but a strict 
subjeQtiQn^ wbicb nmltiplies our duties^ fiUs up every 
moment of our lives^ , and render^ Qi at beat<^ but 
honourable victims of the public ? 

* What are its riches^ but a sacred deposit, which 
God has intrnstied. to our band, to be touched with 
dbcretion and ^rembling^ save for purposes of hur 
iQ^nlty alone ? What are its pleasures, but, generally, 
eithei:, vices to ^e abhorred, or puerilities to be de- 
. spiked? ... . /.^ 



m « ! > • > 



Woe to those whom God has not deemed worthy 
to be enlightened on those truths ! Look to Solomon 
iH)^ all bis glory ; > tbe immeoisity of his treasqriM ; the 
ip^uificence of his palaces f his flourishing states; 
l)eloved of bis subjects ;ri^spected by his neighbours ; 
celebrated and kdmired thrpugb every region of the' 
earth. Then, turn from this da2u;ling pictuj*e of all 
fiuman prosperity, to contemplate Job, deprived, in a 
moment, ,of all his earthly possessions ; the children 
he adored, torn, in a moment, from'nis embrace: 
cruelly abandoned by his relations : basely insulted 
by his friends ;' stretched upon a dunghill, nalcedand 
forlorn I his body cfovered with putrifyiiig sores'; in" 
a/ycord^ reduced to a sitqation which no imagination' 
can fix on, Vithput;extr«tord|riary horror! 

Which of fVetwO| my brethren, do you conceive 
'. to have been' most favoured of God, the man whom 
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exeensiv^ prosperity plunged at \m^ into tbe very 
abyss of impurity ; or be whose unparalleled adrer- 
sity became^ at once^ the proof and tri'ttinph of bia 
virtue ? I need not say wbat the answer of a true 
Christian would be^ or of any individual capable of 
distinguishing the true sublime of the human charac* 
ter! 

It is not the gloomy visitation of a being, averse 
ia the repose of his creatures, much less of a jealous 
tyrant, who delights in their sufferings^ but the mer- 
cifol interference of a tender father, to arrest the per- 
dition of bis children. This is tbe sole end proposed^ 
by. every ill that afflicts the individual or desolates 
aocietiiEfs. 

* 

In all the various berrors and calaiiiities of war* 
we sbo.uld behold alone the outstretched arm of God : 
in conquerors and heroes, tlue: wbged mesi^^ngers of 
his vengeance ; in plague^ pestilence, and. famine, 
the awful variety of his terrific lessons ; in the whole 
train of wretchedness, private or social, to which maa 
is heir, tbe operation of that infinite wisdom and 
mercy, which would embitter jon^ portion of our ex* 
istence, iFof the everlasting felicjity of the othei^. But 
are there liqt, in the treasures of divine mercy, mean^ 
of instruction t6 man, less severe but equally power- 
ful ? Less severe if you will, but rarely so powerfuL 
God would lead us to what is right l^y the light of 
reason : this natural resource ought^ in itself, to be 
suiBcient to stem the force of human passions. I 
know nothing that ambition eagerly climbs for^ of 
interest grasps at^ or pleasure pursue^ or tbe baser 
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propensities of man are knawn to indulge in^ that 
iospire not the pity and contempt of delil^ate reason. 

By; the aid of this single principle^ many heathens 
learned to despfse what Christians adore, and to 
place their happinesi^ where Christians place it not^ 
in the practice of virtue alone. 

\t the influence of Teligion, in regnlating the con* 
dluct, be rare, thai of philosopliy is unknown. Every 
day presents the example of men of soperior mental 
endowments; many whose talents and knowledge 
would fit them for the highest and most diilicult pur- 
poses of society ; many to whom-scurce ai\y fliin^ in 
the volume of nature is a secret, either on the eartk 
beneath, or in the heavens above; many who en- 
lighten by their writings, or charm by their elo- 
quence : every day, I say, the world beholds men, 
of this favoured description, as weak in theip puc- 
suits as they are corrupt in their morals, running 
with the herd of fools the gaudy ring of all its follies ; 
equally fascinajted by pomp, by shew, by equipage, 
by costly decorations, costly entertainments, and dl 
the splendid pageants of vanity ; .not nnfrequently^ 
steeped to the very lips in its most degrading vices. 

So little effect has even the highest degree of rea- 
son, on ihe weakness and passions of man ! Nor doth 
Gh)d, in the general, more effectually instruct lis^by 
other means* Too often^ m vain, is the volume of 
his law, with all its promises and terrors, expanded 
before us* In vain do his ministers cry aloud on 
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the dangers and abuse of a too fortunate eonditi6n* 
'^ I have ealled upon them in their abundance/' sayd 
the Lord, '< and they will not hear/' In vain does 
he call on us to recollect bina, in the sublime ilnd 
ravishing spectacle of creation. In vain does he la^ 
before us the example of others, victims of every 
degree and of every nature. In the midst of all in- 
ducements to reflection, all ground of alarm, lethar* 
gie and insensible in^the calm and painted bosom of 
prosperity ; it is the tempest alone that imperiously 
lifts our eyes, to the great and insulted author of our 
benefits. Affliction is become almost our ouly school ; 
and if it be necessrary to tear up the bosom of the 
earth, in order to force it to produce fruits,' so is it 
equally the human heart, to give it fertility in wisdom 
and virtue. * All experiencci and all Scripture prove,' 
that there is not, under heaven, a source of more in- 
curable blindness and depravity, tlian pi*osperity un- 
mixed with tribulation. The most enlightened amongst 
the heathens declined it to be a more difficult and 
glorious conquest in man over himself, to support 
such a state without degradation, than the Worst ills 
with heroic fortitude. And for this plain reason,' 
that the former, from the power which it affords of 
indulging the passions, as naturally relaxes the noble 
energies of the mind, as the latter calls them forth 
into superior and dignified action. ' 

For one example, where the benefits ef God have 
not caused him to be forgotten, there are innumerable 
in Holy Writ, where his chastisements alone could' 
bring him to the recollection of his ungrateful crea- 
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txMM. it was ottljr wMle the tsraelites gti>aiied att- 
der tbe yoke of Babylon^ that they thought of in* 
Tokiog ^^the God of Abraham^ of Isaac, and of 
^ Jaeobb^' Nor do we find among the vast moltitfide 
tiiat IbUoWed Jeaas ChFrictt in tbe course of his min- 
ieti^^ more than three^ who^ in tbe remotest deg^e^ 
Miild be styled ehildren of prosperity. All the rest 
were^ exclusiTely^ those wfaoin tbe pressure of varioui» 
and excessive affliction forced to cry aioud^ '^ So^ 
** of David^ hare mercy upon us.'^ 

So troe is it tliat afflifttieii^ of whatei:er teture H 
BUiy h^fisOm surest j^nciple of oqr return to €k>d ; 
and tibat Ida temples are never more frequented thiin 
when his judgments lean heavy on the earth ! If 
more evidence were necessary^ we have it in tbii 
strong language of Jesus Christ and his AposUei^^ 
on (he fatal consequences of prosperity, in which I 
see no ground of hope or consolation^ bitf that ex« 
tepticms are not declared impossible* 

* f 

£vefy Ghtistian concerned will naturally apply 
ihat ground of cfmfldence to himself; aud h^nce the 
sonrce of a too general and dangerous tranquillity. 
I am not ignorant that many over-ingeqious Chris- 
tians have found out the secret of persuading them* 
pelves/ that ajil the denunciations in this case are 
merely held out to terrify. This is certainly a very 
happy and convenient discovery^ should it not nn- 
fortnaately be refuted by the same experience as that 
.•f the lioh man io the parable* On this principle 
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we my 'ina^ftieearitjrin tlien»qrtif Godtoeroir 

enonw^. 



For me^ I deMi it better to reeonmeiid attesikm 
io tbe letter <tf the law^ and fini eoDviction that he, 
who, either io the poasesrioii or desire of wealth and 
prosperity, beeomes exelosively ODamoored of. tiw 
present, has eaose to be akrmed if he have faith ; or 
if he have faith and be not alarmed, nugr set loBiself 
down as a vietim. / 

But it may be Baid,^ that, if oceaaiDnal trials be a 
cheek on the natural tendency of prosperity to cor* 
mpt, they often likewise add the gnilt of marmor'and 
revolt against pod. Tme, my brethren, Pharoah 
remained hardened, nnder the most dreadfiil aad 
extraordinary experience of divine visitation. Bat 
to this I answer ; shew me the benefit of God which 
man does notabnse ! Why, therefore, not sometimes 
abuse hb chastisements? If we sometimes behold, 
wretches approaching even death in all its terrors, 
with sounds of blasphemy on their lips, wbi^ does 
it prove, but that aflliction is still an extraordinaiy. 
mercy, since nothing but extreme iniquity can reskt 
it? 

If it do not invariably reclaim, may not another 
reason be, that evevy expedient is employed to^pre* 
vent its salutary impression ? What is the ordinary 
conduct of worldlings, when the career <rf their vices 
or their follies is embittered by some unexpected 
ftroke,. bu^ instantly to throw obstacles in the way 
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nf teieeiiofi^ by^nng^g deeper* and deej^r ioto all 
•xeesses ? Flying with renewed vapidity from one 
.«cene of tumult and dissipation to another^ often 
tdek^ng tbeir reason in brqtal intoxication. Thutf 
proi^lng^ as I before said^ beyopd the possibility of 
ridonbt^ tke effect i»f affliction^ since it Requires such 
*mbidy and stratagem to trader it abortive. 



in what a blessings where it does not tipclaim^ 
that it goes frequently to prevent the possibility of 
further offence ! When disease and infirmity con- 
demn a woman, to retreat, lyhose life has be^n passed 
Id supporti^ the empire of dissipation, what, tbou^ 
^be hnmfliating ravage on her pwaon be not sidSicient 
io detach her affections from a world that abandons 
her^ it is enough, that the^idol is no longer on the 
>atetr, and tiie cause of virtue and religion benefitted 
by its miafbrtanc. . Or suppose a libertine, cut 0% 
by* a iMrdien constituition and mpuldei^g frame, from 
pursnite, thai cover families with mourning, and 
.fiociety with hapless prostitutes ;. surely, though such 
wretc^s should resist the intended mercy , of Gpd^ 
and still ^ry and feed on the recollection of. their 
brutal achievements; srurely, there is jit least a ground 
ta rqdce^ that the early and just judgment of God 
becomes a source of happiness and salvation to muU 
Utiles of unprotected innocents. I have done with 
ibis view of the subject. Ton have seen, in the best 
light I could place it, the general and salutary effect 
of affliction. It shall be the object of one or two 
iieflecti(9ti| more^ to sbeiy how a Christian onght to 
aiiffer. , ' . 



NoUiiiig ii n^e cobusod |bn to ,hw CbMSmm 
reproach] Q^ those who yfifvUA alarm tbeia oa the 
perils of t^ir cooditioB^ with perfeet igpeiaiice i^ 
jnaoy severe trink* to which even tihe Wghestr gtmte 
^f prosperity is eji^posed. You we deceived^ mf 
brethteii ; we a^ m>t igaoraal what m»y txe doeii^ 
ed to experi^iK^ in th|i^ way. We hmvt Utad thft 
world is a flatteriog tyrant^ that conducts its votaries 
in goflip and dteeratiott to the sactiflce^ We know, 
jtbat every iMfi, as every passiiiwiir bM its peculiar 
victiois. 

Om inaft^ in the stoMtiide of his stady^ wijl wUlMr 
fifytr UtQ proikietie«(» of his genio^y m4 iaerifieo in 
age of life attcf enjoymeBA^ for te hkstanl of rej^utg* 
tion. Another will pAsi»0Btttely de;^ote^ every U&^Ai^ 
pf 1^ mind, and etery how of his li^e^ to tte^allfliOb. 
Sent of digniiifid and honoonrf tbi»»-htiMly saeii- 
ftdng thn substantial hnppiness withia his piwer, in 
ib^r pursuit of br31i«pt ebimerftr. Soifee becmne flie^ 
aisserable spnft ot a pmiiiea for glory: soaie Aia 
^ffoTing and degrMM liictittid of a paissioii fdr nrar- 
My ; at once tlie seom of mankind^ the Horror df 
religion^ aiad^ by a just j^d^nen^ oairf ing wiOMl 
their brennto^ the ever-wahing ptincipla o£ ihiehr tof^ 
jteilt. 



Alas ! my bvettoen^ If relijj^on \xw€ had Hs nat* 
iyrs^ perhaps the greats, of aQ martyrs are to ba 
Ibund within the circle of the world's re|rated en^ 
joymeiitd. I^i the trnth> the awful tmtb I ivpulA 
impress is this ; th^t he who suffers f or reputatiiHMf 
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Urn tlHngff of Ibis Bttfftti lfa« terlMkff* Mtf iflettai^ 
I^MIse where hm bm flacei \m kemt. Be iaay ci» 
eelve il^ or he maj not ; thut k^ the« ahibittoos Aiaj 
iMive Ms i^wer mfd hallow } thenvariekrfis hie gold; 
the soldier his kifrekf the man of tatento-bie name j 
hoi ih^!« k tiQ cfowtf tbut the ^fflieticM of the Gteitf. 
tiMy hi whattvtoeMeil may bfef jRwmdy er from wh«fc« 
eir^ pasisAoft i^ iny nme^ ^ ik b& m^ uMitale^ 

HaMtWed hy ietig|Mb >i 

« 

Theugb his life should hh expifeed tc^ s /thousand 
yerils^ muA efv«9 fajo body sa MititfaMedy ae scaieely 
«fe half of tht ifldlvidilal to sorvlte the otilter, in the 
8«$rvice of his eountry ; if his wbtilres bi& nwt Cfaristiail^ 
he willy with respect to his immortal prospects^ have 
iklife]<lid im vara : iMr^' n^faiag hiKt what is reftffed 
lo 8od can retonr to God» 



thef nttxA ptaee^ it is m^mmty vt^ AhooM enditri 
liiir fK>rtioft of ilkr witb f rsfonnd resignation* Tbo 
mlhfig of a Ghfistian is the iiriit&tiM 6f GhtiMt 
flahlime as sos&h a destitfaMlcm nftay be^ St PattI 
expressly lays it dowd as indispettSftUe. ^^Fw 
^ whom he did fbrefcue^i he idso did predestinate tft 
^^fe^ eottfornMd to the^iaa^e of his Son^^ 

It ii libt pirtti ta umk to suspend the earew of 
ttalnre; to appease the-oeean and the storm^ or give 
animation to the gr«ve» JeMia Christ did not save 
by the glorious demonstration of his power^ but by * 

iitsnftiBiBP aadhawiliaAionft^ 
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Wbat Wft8 ilierefine the great enrnpla ef tiie 
ttvine jastiee, we are reqoired to make the ctost 
and eager object of oar knitatioDa. It is not meant 
bowever, that, to become a disciple of Jesas Ghrisl^ 
we are to ran in search of afflictionsr^ which provi.^ 
dance may not have designed for us ; since in defeel 
•f these, a true spirit of evangelical detachment ii 
anfBeient to est^lish mir conformity to that divine . 
model. But I say, for the consolation of the aflicted ^ 
Christian, that his conformity with that model is 
most perfectly for Jesns Ohrist became, not in theory 
but in practice, the man of sorrow, and emptied the 
cup which bis Father presented him^ to the lees^ 
the salvation of ibankind. 



Wherever, therefore, I see afllietidn supported witih 
heavenly patience, I see .Che blessed > reproduction 
of our diviDo Master^s example. Nor do I hesi<* 
tate to say, that, after Grod, there is nothing so sa- 
cred on. earthy as a jniit man rising isoperior to a£> 
ditction. Tliough Job, in the season of his prosperi^^ 
was celebrated through his nation for justice and 
probity; though he was eminently, as we read, the 
fiitber of the orphan and the in£gent, it was not this, 
that so much proved the greatness of his character, 
as the divinity of his patience in that horrible ex- 
tremity where deception was impossible. It is not 
when the ocean is calm and the heavens serene, that 
we pronounce on the ability of the pilot. 

Behold the majestic oak^ whose towering and 
pompous head 10 tormented by the stwm t thou^ 
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ik» etffii fee «trewe4 aroand wifh the wreck of ite 
braiebes^ the mighty trank remains ftrtti and an- 
lAiaken amidst the fury of the elements* Baeh is the 
^nd and immoveable position of tte Ghristiaa 
lamidst the hlasts of tribulation* Some degree of 
Ibrtitade has in sueb cases been inspired by pliiloso« 
thy 9 but more than fortitade^ more than submission; 
yes^ peace and joy can i)elong only to the discipla 
6f Jesus Christ. 



This it was that confounded the Gsraars ; abashed 
&eir bloody instruments, and gave to Christianitiy 
the empire of the world. Paul, astonishing tha 
proudest sages of Athens and of Rome by his sub* 
lime and saensd «ioqvoiice ; Paul, adored at Elphesus 
as. a god ; Paul^ healing the diseased, and enlighten- 
ing n;ations, did not tliink himself as worthy of liia 
divine Master by all his- lidimurs s^d pi^od^es, as 
by the chains he wore ; and yet^ my brethren^ how 
fcw of us receive affliction as we ought ! What sal- 
lies of impiUience, when it is any thing like extreme ! 
What efforts to extract the salutary dart from our 
bosoms I Where is the Christian sublime enough^ 
tven to invoke it as tiie only real test of virtue^ 
which too nearly resembles, those precious plants> 
that require to be pressed and bruised, in order to 
extract their perfume! Alas, my brethren, we do 
Bot even generously and gratefully recollect, how 
peculiarly Heaven has favoured us under the ills we 
know ; that we possess various resources denied to 
tbposands of our fellow-creatures ; that in mahy ex* 
Jffsmities^ eur abundan^^a supplies multiplied aid^ 
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•f all^ \9I1M tfi« tomb hM deroomi the piuraon ^mt. 
«t to oar hearts, our teen have a wider refege is 
Ihe eympaihy of friende. Id e weni, that if w« 
^eed p a haUwce, oo the oae head our afflietioWy 
and oa the ottier oor caasoiatioae, we dioald iiad 
yet vMre to nofse our eoRoptioo^ thaa to promoit 
our aalvatfoD* 

Great God ! did we rightly consider the eonditioa 
of those beiagiy who are boca io the exHeiae of all 
ealaiailjrf who, in the bed qf disMse, or aaidst tiia 
horrors of iatiderable povQVtjr, eeacee know one ^eaM 
of comfort) to wbom the sleadeoast ceUef, or eaeoal 
wcont of pitsr is spddeo han^nees and joy I it 10 
Ihen, we should Ififtm what te thidk of onr ewp a£^ 
fictions, whieh borrow their bittefaess only frmn ha« 
Wm of too BMioh felicity : it u then, that onr waat 
of submission wonld be ehanged into ardent thankf* 
giving; and that, less occupied by the few triale 
that fidl to our lot, tiian by the aflfecting conviction 
of those we have been spared, we should rathw 
tremble at the indulg(^ce of Heaven^ than cenq^law 
of its severity. 

Methin^s 1 cannot select a more propw mqmeo^ 
for bringing the cause qf those children to your ie« 
collection^ 

Though I have presumed to employ the time^ 
usually devoted on those occasipus, either to general 
reflectiens on the «irtvq of cjmrity. or the benefit of 
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teltgfiras 6dotftt!iott^ t trest in^od, that fhis^ my first 
deviation tem'erfimiien practice^ will not prove in- 
jtirious. Perhaps^ wfaefi you reflect that it has saved 
file the neeedsity «f tortuHng a most barren topie> 
and you the pain of hearing it tortured^ t may the 

inoi® rtodily be excufsed. 

' ^ ,' • ' ' ' * 

If these children possess^ in common with all of 
Aeir class, a clear title to your protection, they like- 
Vise possess, as most of you I believe know, anotlier 
^6arly pecttHar to themselves. On this distinction 
1 ha^e Hkewiife 6ften dwelt, arid found in the result 
<tf those repeated appeals in theif behalf, that* extra- 
ordinary eases have inyariably produced extraordi- 
iiary metcy. Were it the fortune of this institution, 
Hot to interest^ as it has done, the upper and middle 
ranks of the public at large, it would not live an^ 
hour.' Thi^ every individual, acquainted with the 
i^esoiirces of the parish in which it stands, 'must kiiow 
to be alruih. 

'i have often thought, that it would be a most 
besefieial ahd charitable improvement on the present 
system. Were all the Protestant establishmeats in 
ibis city, for the education of poor infants, consolida- 
ted into a Ibw, on an'extensive scale ; into which ad- 
mission should be given without distinction of pa- 
rishes. By this means, protection would be extended^ 
in the proportion it ought, to those impoverislied 
quarters where destitute infants swarm, and are ncr 
cessitous to a degree that excites equal astonishment 
and horror; and, wfa&t I conceive \s> be a mueU 
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P'eater evU^ live in the vevy facu$ of all coutag^on^ 
all impurity, imiuoral and treasonable. J^or ne man 
can be ignorant, or can deny, that all the experieoc^ 
we have iq this metropolis,, of violated laws and 
violated peace, has issued from those too^much-ne- 
glected and proscribed hives of every desperate, fu- 
rious, and sanguinary passion. 

Thus, indeed, would the end of education be hap- 
pily answered, and that duty and attachment to pajr« 
ticular establishments^ which a residence in tb]£i or 
that parish creates, be changed into interest fox the 
general object. 

1 

I would submit it to the impartial reason of aiqr 
individual, whether the parish, whose advocate I 
now api, which has contained for many years past 
a population of twenty thousand souls, (though now 
diminished, as to male adults, from a cause vvhich 
I shall hereafter mention,} and those generally of a 
east the mosi abject, and miserable, ought, in the eye 
of policy, religion, or humanity, to be confined to an 
institution of twenty children? 

Yet so it is ; and I bless the great God of mercy, 
and sovereign protector of society, that 1 have found, 
ip the humanity of the public at large, means of ac- 
complishing so much. But, striking as the necessity 
of my case is, what increase must it not have receiv- 
ed from the multitude of wretches under charges too 
notoriously founded, whom the peculiar mercy <rf 
Government has suffered to pass into the service, of 



\ 
\ 



i 

f 



3ii 

X ^ 

the army or navy j and still more, who, though m 
Way ifnplieateif, have voluntarily embraced the same 
resource, asfd equally left their families to their fate^ 
from positive inability to procure jthem any thing like' 
support^ under the excessive prii\e of every thing 
necessary t^ keep body and soul together ! The con- 
sequence of this is as clear, as it is shocking to every 
feeling of humanity. I will not attempt to describe 
it, my brethren. Whatever the colour of the extrem- 
ity may be, when families are stripped of their only 
ttay, I know enough ^f your hearts to say, that "you 
**^ too are painters.^' For me it i6 sufficient ta state 
facts ; sufficient to shew that, on a case which you 
always knew and admitted to be palpably extreme^ 
God has stamped uew and inscrutable demonstration^ 

!For you4t is to concfeive, if the number of most 
wretched infants, who before looked up to the chance 
of being admitted into the bosom of this little insti- 
ttttion, wrung the bosom of the beholder, what it must 
be now, under the additional lo^ad of distress that ha|i 
come upon their district., I do solemnly declare^ 
that, when 1 am called upon to fill a vacancy among 
the few you behold, I deem it almost as much cruel- 
ty as mercy to make an election : when I look to the 
fldW of tears, the de]|>th of sorrow, the disappointed 
ai^pect of that wretchedness, which hard necessity 
obliges me to reject; if I rejoice one poor creature, 
and the palpitating heart of the mother who bore it, 
I deliver innumerable others to increased misery an4 
despair* * , . 
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Vou will judgf^y theFefore^ whetber or oot^ Um- 
plore you oa substantial groqtnds^ to eooliaue, at 
least the past measure of your favours to Uiis josti- 
tution. Should God inspire you, from what you have, 
keardy to do more, you shall see^ you shall enjoy the 
effebt of it on our 'next appearance before ypu^* It 
has been the fortune of my life to lead you, step by 
step, to great things in behalf of many similar insti- 
tutions. Why should I not, under God, look for 
the same fortune in a case like this? Unless it be 
true, that divine religipq and divine humanity lose 
their influence in proportion to the magnitude and 
sublimity of the call upon them ! 

1 am not cool enough, on tliese occasions, to weigh 
the chance of distant casualty : that is, to bestow a 
thought on the possii^ility -of your receding at a fu- 
tiire day. My duty and my feelings impel me to 
employ every nerve of my strength^ not only in the 
relief of the objects before me, but of the living and 
unparalleled misery in the eye of my mind. 

Futurity will provide for itself. The orphan will 
have the same God ! What, though I have recently 
seen the school of the parish in which I stand, fail- 
ing to draw sufficiency for its support? Have I not 
likewise seen^ that no sooner has this apparent mis- 
fortune been generally made known^ than relief be* 
gan to flow Jn its wonted profusion ?. 

' • . ,  ^ 

"Men of little faith," learn more confidence in 

Him who hjis said^ " that mothers should abandon 
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^^iheir babes, bnt the work beb&s raised sball nevet 
^f be abandoned.'^ I adjare you^ therefore/ without 
^read of future consequence^ to meet the necessity 
I laid before you as it ought to be met. Let such 
an example prove that decided attention to the gene* 
ral objects shall at length become predominant, and 
generations yet unborn will bless the reign of such i^ 
sentiment 

I know that a congregation variously composed, 
must be vatious in its efforts; but one additional 
shilling, from those who have little, will mark the in- 
fluence of reasoQ, and jastice, and true mercy, in 
this case, as powerfully as twenty additional guineas 
from the opulent and great. Were I inclined to 
add to an infinitude of motives, I might still say, 
what must deeply interest every true lover of his 
country and the empire, that there is scarcely one of 
those children, and few in the multitude for whom 

c 

\ still more warmly plead, who are not born of fa- 
thers, who either actually serve, or have perished in 
the service of their country* 

I remember, during our civil contest for every 
thing dear and sacred to the heart of civilized and 
religious man, that the representation of this single 
claim would produce, on the spot, a contribution of 
twelve hundred pounds. 

Is our present contest less sublime and awful ? 
Would the soil we tread have less horrors to. appre* 
hend in the event of a triumphant invader ? Great 
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God ! what havoc does ambition make among thy 
works? I see it sitting at this moment^ in ghastly 
triumph; on a throne still wet with the Mood of its 
rightful possessor ! I see it dragging hoary and trem- 
bliDg religion from a distant region, and forcing it to 
the guilt and baseness of consecrating this foul usur- , 
pation ! I see, of surrounding nations, some chained 
to its footstool, and groand to the very dust in its 
pillage and rapacity ; some compelled to wield their 
energies in support of its crimes ; some still permit- 
ted to breathe by its insulting forbearance ; and in 
the midst of all this, I hear it mocking the under- 
standing and feeling of mankind, by the specious 
accents. of peace and philanthropy. 

Excuse these reflections, my brethren ! They are 
only offered to shew what God has destined us to 
resist, and that if ever there were cause for glorious 
pride in the human soul, every member of this em- 
pire, even the most abject, should feel it when he 
looks at the stand it makes at this solemn day. The 
unshaken, the solitary bulwark of religion, of free- 
dom, of property, of life, against the scourge^ the 
Attila of the world ! 

Let this exalted consideration swell your munifi- 
cence on this occasion, as it should swell your hearts, 
if you be sensible of the overflowing and singular 
wretchedness that looks up to you this day. He- 
member likewise, that It bears a distinction that can<r 
not be contemplated by the patriot, by the Christian, 
"irithout a feeling of extraordinary interest and af- 



